
               CHAPTER ñAò 

 DISTRICT & REGION ñDò 2007 

     CHAPTER OF THE YEAR  

 March 2010 

Sterling Heights , Michigan  

òAó 

*  

 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 
Michigan       Chapter òAó  

òThe Pioneer Chapter of The Great Lakesó 



Chapter  Directors TBA   

A.C.D. Sylvia & Allen Pocock (586) 991-0696 sylviatwo@gmail.com 

Senior Chapter 
Educators 

Rich & Donna  Whittier (248) 969-0595 richardwhitsr@hughes.net 

 Member Enhancement Skip & Nancy Edson (586) 792-4572 neequilt@aol.com 

Treasurer  Matt  Cooper (586) 228-1517 mtcooper2002@yahoo.co

    

2010 Couple of the Year Skip & Nancy Edson (586) 792-4572 neequilt@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor Judy Kurily (586) 725-6820 kurily@sbcglobal.net 

Ride Coordinator Bob Fathers (248) 398-2193 daddyfathers@att.net 

Charity Coordinator Gail Phariss (586) 749-9962 gail@phariss.com 

Chapter Webmaster Rich Phariss (586) 749-9962 richard@phariss.com 

Ticket Sales Dick Price (586) 777-8532 priced@covad.net 

Camping Coordinator Henry Nivelt (586) 726-1678 ohenry@woway.com 

50/50 Ticket Sales Theresa Brabant  (586) 939-7398 tabrabant@att.net 

Promotions Frank & Donna Saverino (248) 585-3877 franksaverino@gmail.com 

Refreshments Dan Masseth (586) 498-8634  masseth2001@yahoo.com 

Public Relations Gail Phariss (586) 749-9962 gail@phariss.com 

Wing News Reporter Darryl Kurily (586) 725-6820  kurily@sbcglobal.net 

    

    

    

    

    

Articles from Your Staff  3-9 

Especially for Chapter ñAò  
Members 

10 

For Your Information 11 

Calendar of Events 12-13 

Classifieds 14 

Wingless Pictures 15-16 

Rides & Events 17 

Bowling Flyer 18 

Chapters Dinners Rides 19 

ERC ARC Registration Form 20 

Gathering Photos 21 

  

     

 

 

        Acting Region ñDò Michigan 

                        Director  

                   Melissa Eason 

 

 

             

              Region ñDò Directors 

                Ron & Diana Miller 

 

 

             

           Acting   District Director  

                     Larry Tarryn 

 

         Assistant District Directors 

              Harold & Sandy Jacobs   

 

                Michigan District  

               Couple of the Year 

            Dick &Ginny Beardsley 

              

Chapter A Support Staff 

Region & District Staff 

Contacts & Table of Contents 

Chapter ñAò Staff   Phone   /        Email   

Table of Contents 

mailto:richardwhitsr@hughes.net
neequilt@aol.com
mtcooper2002@yahoo.com
neequilt@aol.com
mailto:kurily@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gail@phariss.com
richard@phariss.com
mailto:PRICED@coved.net
masseth2001@yahoo.com
mailto:gail@phariss.com
mailto:kurily@sbcglobal.net


From Your Chapter Directors, Chris & Sally Bobek 
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Sally and I are excited and honored 

to be the new Chapter Directors for 

Chapter A.    There are so many 

wonderful people at Chapter A and 

we look forward to having fun with 

each of you. 

We are really happy that Sylvia has 

agreed to stick around as Assistant 

Director.  As most of you know, 

Allen has some health issues, but 

assures us he will be attending as 

often as possible.  Sylvia has a lot 

of great ideas and we look forward 

to working with her. 

Our philosophy has always been 

ñBack to the Days of Friends and 

Funò.  We look forward  to 

promoting that at Chapter A.  Most 

of all we look forward to getting 

everyone involved in the Chapter, 

after all, this is Your Chapter.  We 

want everyone to feel that their 

ideas and suggestions are 

important. 

This month we are in Florida 

(sorry, but someone has to do it).  

While we are gone Sylvia will be 

taking care of things.  I know she 

has worked hard on the Chapter 

Bowling and hopes to see all of you 

there. 

There are also parties coming up in 

March at B2 and Q2.  Contact 

Sylvia for more info if you are 

interested in attending.  Weôve 

been to both those parties and 

always had a great time. 

In April we will be having our 

Annual Bake Auction.  Get those 

baked goods (and wallets) ready.  

Sally might even be convinced to 

bake something!  This year there 

is a little twist, spend over $70 

on an item and you will get a 

book of bike tickets thrown in!  

We will also be installed at this 

meeting, along with our ACDs, 

Sylvia and Allen. 

Speaking of bike tickets ï our 

sales at Gibralter have been 

going well.  We would like to 

see more members taking some 

tickets home to sell at work, etc.  

Itôs not that hard to get people to 

buy the tickets, after all the 

money goes to a great cause, The 

Rainbow Connection.  Most 

people are eager to help a 

terminally ill child with their wish.  

If each member sold only 25 tickets 

we would have great chapter sales!  

See Dick Price at the gathering or 

breakfast to get your tickets. 

Even though we are relaxing in 

sunny, warm (I hope) Florida, we 

look forward to hearing from you.  

If you have any suggestions or 

questions about the chapter, feel 

free to call or email us.  We canôt 

wait to get started having fun with 

all of you! 

Til then ï Have Fun, Donôt Worry, 

Be Happy! 

Chris and Sally  

 

 



From Your Assistant Chapter Directors, Sylvia & Allen Pocock 
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Happy Saint Paddyôs Day 

 

Our first meeting at the American 

Legion was packed to the max.  We 

had over 70 members and guests 

including quite a few members of 

the American Legion Riders, a 

pleasant surprise.  Assistant 

Director Bob Kay spoke to the 

group extending a warm welcome 

to Chapter A and wanted us to feel 

at home. Thanks to the ALR for 

taking the time to attend our 

meeting. 

 

Chapter F was also attendance to 

rescue Floyd.  I brought my 

instruments for them to use while 

they chanted ñI LOVE 

CHAPTER Aò.  We all had a 

good laugh.  Thanks Larry & 

Sandy for bringing out your group.   

 

On January 30 & 31, we had a very 

successful weekend at Gibraltar 

selling tickets for the Rainbow 

Connection.  Many thanks to 

Henry N., Ron & Val, Skip & 

Nancy, Dean, Donna & Whit, 

Frank, Chris & Sally, Esther & 

Rick, Ken K., Henry M., Dan M., 

and Allen.  You all contributed 

your time for charity, GWRRA and 

our chapter.  Wonder how many 

times during those hours you 

said the word ñride?ò  We will 

have our Gold Wing on display 

at the next sale date. 

 

Wingless Weekend was so much 

fun.  State staff had stolen over 

nine mascots to be redeemed at 

the talent show by participating 

chapters.  Chapter A sang ñThe 

12 Months of Chapter Funò 
with appropriate word twists.  

The camp fire Frank made 

looked so realistic it was left on 

stage and used for another act.  

Wanda and Sally made delicious 

looking Styrofoam ice cream 

cones, Edsons made up giant 

marshmallows, Allen made a 12 

foot canoe, Keelings made a flag 

pole to hang Bradôs shorts on, 

Shimeks made Abner voting 

paddles for our judges.  Harold, 

Connie and Brad voted 

unanimously 10-10-&10.  Abner is 

home.  We won 1st place for Best 

Boxer Shorts.  Thanks to Nancyôs 

boxer design skills the $25 award 

will go into our treasury.  Our 

boxers and totem will be on display 

at the March gathering.  Thank you 

to the Bobeks and Shimeks for 

doing the Touchy-Feely game.  

How about a demo some time???  

We appreciated Donna & Frank 

hosting the Friday pizza party in 

their room, they sure came 

prepared and are great hosts.   Be 

sure to ask them about their Beaver 

Breeding experience too.  Or 

maybe they wonôt want to talk 

about it/?!#   See you soon. 

 

Sylvia & Allen 



   From Your Senior Chapter Educucators Rich & Donna Whittier 
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is getting older so are those 

individuals who enjoy riding 

motorcycles.  Additionally our 

reaction times and vision is not as 

good as it was when we were 

younger.  Add to this that as we get 

older our ability to recover from 

injuries decreases.  The combination 

of multiple injuries that typically 

occur as a result of a motorcycle 

accident, while severe but survivable, 

to a younger person often proves fatal 

as we get older.  So what kind of 

accidents are the most common?  

47% of the time there is another 

vehicle involved while 25% of the 

time the collision was with a fixed 

object other than a vehicle.  It is also 

interesting to note that 41% of the 

time it was the result of another 

vehicle turning left into the path of 

the motorcycle.  Do you get the 

picture yet?  We need to be on top of 

our game 100% of the time while we 

are on our bikes, this includes 

physical, mental and educationally.  

Now Iôm sure many of you are 

thinking now that it just those who 

lack experience that are the biggest 

casualties here.  While those with 

riding experience of a year or less 

have a high risk it was actually those 

who have been riding from 10 to 15 

years who experience the highest 

frequency of crashes followed by the 

25 to 30 years, then 35 to 40 years 

and then the 1 year or less group.  

While experience is obviously 

important in what we do it is also a 2 

edged sword.  Over time we pick up 

bad habits or have forgotten skills or 

techniques we once had.  This is 

where the Rider courses offered by 

GWRRA are so important.  Whether 

it is the Experienced Rider Course 

(ERC) created by the Motorcycle  

 

 

Hello Chapter A, the days are 

getting longer, spring is getting 

nearer and so is the beginning of 

our riding season so its time to be 

thinking of the mechanical, 

physical and mental aspects of safe 

riding, but first some 

congratulations are in order. 

At last months gathering we were 

honored to present Dan Masseth 

his Senior Master Tour Rider patch 

recognizing him for 5 years of 

maintaining his level 4 Master 

Tour Rider requirements, 

congratulations Dan.  We also 

presented Henry and Denise 

Mellot their 35,000 safe miles pins 

and Lou and Lynne Kulcsar there 

10,000 safe miles pins, 

congratulations to all of you and 

keep up the good work.  We also 

had a special visitor Randy 

Westcott, our Michigan District 

Rider Educator was there to 

present Donna Whittier her level 4 

Master Co-Rider patch.  The past 

few years Donna had met all of the 

level 4 requirements except for 

completing the 25,000 safe miles. 

While Donna is not a long distance 

rider, like I am, this shows that 

through persistence and dedication 

to the program the level 4 Master 

Tour Rider can be achieved, 

congratulations Donna.  During the 

month of February we also had a 

number of individuals who 

attended CPR training with us.  

Congratulations to the following 

people; Henry and Denise Mellott, 

Lou and Lynne Kulcsar, Frank and 

Donna Saverino, Joe and Shirley 

Anderson, Duane Larkin and Bev 

Clark, Ray Foster from Chapter S2 

and Cathie Kinnee from Chapter P.  

Our next class will be a combined 

CPR and First Aid course on 

Sunday March 21 from 10:30 to 

4:00.  The class will be held at our 

past gathering location the Christian 

Memorial Cultural Center in 

Rochester Hills.  Cost is $20.00 per 

person which includes the CPR and 

First Aid training.  If itôs been more 

than a year since your last CPR 

training or more than 3 years for 

First Aid donôt miss this valuable 

life saving training. Please contact 

us so we will have an accurate 

count of those attending. 

And now some thought starters on 

why itôs important to be properly 

trained and the importance of 

wearing proper riding gear 

Over the past 10 years (1988 to 

2007) the amount of registered 

motorcycles has increased by 84% 

and with this increase also came an 

increase in fatalities.  During this 

same time period fatalities 

increased by 125%.  Before you 

jump at the assumption that it all 

those young kids on their crotch 

rockets lets look at some more 

facts.  During this same time period 

fatalities for the under 30 crowd 

dropped from 40% to 30% while 

for those in the over 40 crowd it 

increased from 33% to 51%.  In fact 

in 2008 the total of fatalities by 

those over 40 exceeded the total of 

all fatalities from 1998.  There are 

several reasons for this increase, for 

example, as the general population 
     Continued on Page  8 
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       Member Enhancement with Skip & Nancy Edson 

Remember this is YOUR chapter and it needs your 

involment to remain the success Chapter òAó is 

known for. Come on out and participate in the 

functions we have all grown to enjoy, and have 

FUN.  

Please make sure to 

inform Skip and Nancy 

whenever you renew your 

membership including new 

expiration date. Thank you 

 

 

In GWRRA where fun and 
friendship as well as safety and 
education never stop, Recruiting 
and Public Relations never 
comes to an end either. 
PLEASE make it a part of your 
membership and this Chapter 
will grow.  Be a good neighbor 
and rescue some people from a 
winter of bad television, spring 
fever and invite them to a 
Chapter meeting or eventé
Anybody with a motorcycle or 
even it they donôt have 
motorcycles, é..show them 
what you already knowé 
 

ñòCHAPTER ñAò 
THE BEST AGAIN IN 

2010òò 
 
Have you ever visited a Chapter 
and seen all those people 
enjoying themselves?  The 
family and fellowship feeling is 
beyond belief sometimes. If we 
breakdown the GWRRA motto 

and relate this to the Chapter, 
We can truly see how they are a 
ñFamilyò. 
 
The first part of the GWRRA 
motto is, ñFUNò.  Our Chapter 
rides or gets together for a   
dinner ride, ice cream rides, 
bowling, chapter gathering, or 
our Sunday ride. There is 
always someone ready to go 
anywhere, anytime. 
 
Second part of the GWRRA 
motto is ñSAFETYò. This 
Chapter is very safety conscious 
and offers yearly Skills day 
class, information on ERC, MSF, 
CPR, FIRST AID and Road 
Captain Classes & seminars.  
Our chapter has many 
participants in the levels 
program 1,2,3 
and 4. 
 
Third part of the GWRRA motto 
is ñKNOWLEDGEò.  This 

Chapter as a whole is 
knowledgeable about the 
GWRRA organization. We have 
an outstanding Web Site, 
Newsletter.   
 
And all of this wonderfulness is 
yours for the taking; just keep 
your membership current, 
show up at the events and have 
a great time!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!       

 
Skip & Nancy Edson 

Member Enhancement 

Coordinators 

Couple of the Year for 

2010-2011 

 
Note: This article written by previous Chapter 

ñAò Member Enhancement Coordinators  

2008. 
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2010 Couple of the Year Skip & Nancy Edson 

  Hello, 

Nancy & I would like 

to take this 

opportunity to thank 

everyone in the 

Chapter for the honor 

to be chosen Couple 

of the Year. We 

promise to represent 

our Chapter and 

make you proud. Our 

plan is to visit many 

Chapters in our area 

and promote the 

GWRRA motto 

ñFriends for Fun, 

Safety and 

Knowledgeò.   

 

Allen & Sylvia Pocock 

represented Chapter 

ñAò before us and we 

will follow their lead 

and continue the 

tradition of Chapter 

ñAò previous Couples 

of the Year. 
 

Skip & Nancy Edson 

Couple of the Year for 2010

-2011 
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A Word From our Outgoing 2009 Couple of the Year 

supervision of coaches and advisors no 

mater how long they have been playing 

their game.  It is no different with us 

riders.  Participating in this training 

allows you to safely hone your skills 

under the watchful eyes of the 

instructors that can provide you with 

important feedback.  On May 15 and 

16 in Pontiac there will be courses 

available so please take advantage of 

this opportunity.  The form is available 

in this monthôs newsletter or on-line at 

the Michigan District website located 

at the bottom of the Rider Education 

  Hello Chapter ñAò , 

   COY are ordinary people 

who have done and 

outstanding job supporting 

their chapter and GWRRA.  

Those who have been there 

know it was easy riding your 

motorcycle and having fun 

with friends.  It was a pleasure 

for us to represent Chapter A 

and we will treasure many 

special memories of 2009.   

   The Michigan Wingless Weekend 

officially marks the change of the 

Couple of the Year.  It is time for 

Skip and Nancy Edson to take the 

honor of Chapter A 2010 COY.  

This honor is well deserved as they 

have already been extremely active 

as MECôs and any other job that 

needed doing.  You guys were 

always raising your hand for 

something.  We wish you a fantastic 

year ahead. 

Allen & Sylvia 

2009 Chapter A COY 

home page.  Thatôs it for now so 

remember to 

Ride Safeé.Ride Aware 

Rich and Donna Whittier 

Chapter A 

Senior Chapter Educators 

  From Your Chapter Educucators Rich & Donna Whittier 

Continued from Page 5 

Safety Foundation (MSF) or the 

Advanced Rider Course (ARC) 

created by GWRRA this is your 

opportunity to practice and improve 

your skills in a safe and structured 

environment.  The sport of 

motorcycle riding is no different than 

other sports.  An athlete continues to 

practice and hone their skills under  

To Our 

Treasurer Matt 

Cooper who is 

recovering form 

Surgery. 
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Promotion Coordinators Frank and Donna Sanerino 

   Hello,  
Being a member of GWRRA 
for the past 3 years, we have 
heard of òWingless Weekendó, 
read about it, and even talked 
to members who have 
attended. Both Donna and 
myself decided to give it a try. 
After hearing of the seminars 
and other events, and 
because of this year trying to 
get Abner back, we both 
wanted to learn what we 
could do to  get Abner back 
and have a good time.  
 
  Friday we arrived early 
afternoon and checked into a 
very nice room at the  
Doubletree Hotel in Bay City. 
We were greeted by Rich and 
Ester  who promptly reminded 
us about Saturday morning 
initiation (or breading) into the 
SOB (Society  Of Beavers).  
After finding out what it 
meant, and being excited just 
to be hear, we quickly 
dismissed it and went to 
registration, bought 50/50, 
rider education tickets, spun 
the wheel and dropped some 
quarters (thanks for the tip 
Skip). We checked out the 
vender and went to our room 
and prepared to have all of 
the Chapter A members up for 
a meet and great, pizza, and 
drinks. With our bellies full 
and feeling pretty confident 
that our skit will get us  
Abner back, off to the 
gathering we went.  
 
  Not knowing what to expect 
but feeling confident we had a 
good skit and we were ready 
and antsy to get going. We 
were first up and we did set 
precedence. Our skit went off 
well and we garnered lots of 
laughs and, being modest, we 
sounded pretty good. 

Although I think we skipped 
October and sang November 
twice. It was fun and exciting and 
very confusing, but we did get 
Abner back and Sylvia made darn 
sure that no one stole him the rest 
of the evening.  
 
  There were good skits, silly skits, 
not so good skits, but all were 
entertaining. I really liked the 
blond with the mustache. Donna 
really liked the girl pulling 
everything out of her blouse 
including a CB microphone. All 
Chapters, I think around 8 or 10, 
got their mascots back. Boy, state 
was busy kidnapping mascots! We 
must remember to watch them 
when they come around.  
 
  Saturday morning we received a 
call from Sylvia telling us that they 
have been holding us a place in 
line to become a SOB and it starts 
soon! Upon arriving to the 
mysterious room, with the sign 
òdo not enteró and seeing a very 
long line to be initiated we started 
to become concerned of what was 
going to happen to us. Now we 
have been told repeatedly by 
members to òwear loose fitting 
cloths, no jewelry, be rested and 
come with a good attitudeó. We 
thought they were kidding but 
soon realized they were not.  All 
Iõm going to say, because of some 

of you are not SOB, it was 
worth it! I ended up thrown 
out the door and on the floor 
half naked with Donna landing 
on top of me with pin and card 
stating we are now proud 
member of òMichigan Society 
of Beaversó.  
 
  Great seminars, lunch, great 
dinner and presentations, 
dancing, oh and lets not 
forget Donna won a door 
prize, a Chinese raffle, and 
not one but two winnings of 
the 50/50. What a great time 
we had and we are looking 
forward to next year.  
 
    Since Donna and myself 
have become active in 
Chapter A, we have made 
many friends and look 
forward to making more as 
the riding season begins. We 
are very excited for our new 
CD, The roll that Allen and 
Sylvie have, and ready to 
support Chapter A in any way 
we can to keep this chapter 
one of the best rounded 
chapters in the country.  
 
 
Frank & Donna Saverino  
    Your Promotions   
        Coordinators  



 

 HAPPY   BIRTHDAY  

Especially for our Chapter ñAò Members 

3rd 

9th 

13th 

19th 

20th 

22nd 

24th 

 

Happy Anniversary  

  Wishing  you  all many more. 

9th 

23rd 

27th 
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Lynne Kulcsar 

Carol Gibson 

Judy Kurily 

Frank Saverino 

Rich Whittier (Whit) 

Lisa Stradley 

Lee Morrison 

 

Gary & Irmgard Slater 

David & Carol Starnes 

Ted & Wanda Shimek 

 

Please remember that our Gathering is at a new location. It 

will be at the American Legion Post in Mt. Clemens at 401 

North Groesbeck Highway. On the west side just south of 

the Macoumb County Sheriffs Dept. . 



For Your Information  

 

Gail Phariss is collecting any hotel/motel 

amenities to be donated to Womenôs Abuse 
Shelters. Please bring all your hotel/motel bars of 
soaps, bottles of shampoos/ conditioners & other 
stuff.  There'll be a box at our gatherings to put 
them in. 

www.gwrra.org 
www.geocities.com/~regiond/ 
www.gwrra-mi.org   
http://www.ohiogwrra.org/ 
http://www.indianaonwings.org/ 
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/a/ 
index.htm 

GWRRA________ 
REGION D______ 
MICHIGAN______ 
OHIO __________ 
INDIANA _______ 
CHAPTER ñAò___ 

IN TOUCH WITH GWRRA  

BREAKFAST  

9:00 AM - EVERY SUNDAY 10:00 AM rides leaves from 

 The Coney Island at 45211 Utica Park Blvd, N.E. of M-53 & 

M-59 

ICE CREAM RIDE  
DURING RIDING SEASON, ICE CREAM RIDES WILL BE 

LEAVING AT 7:00 PM SHARP -  EVERY WEDNESDAY 

FROM MCDONALDS ON 14 MILE  

ONE BLOCK WEST OF VAN DYKE. 

YOU CAN FIND THE  LISTING  OF ALL  CHAPTER ñAò RIDES IN EACH MONTH'S NEWSLETTER AND ALSO ON 

OUR WEB PAGE. ALL SUNDAY RIDES WILL LEAVE FROM THE CONEY ISLAND RESTAURANT AT 10:00 SHARP.  

WE MONITOR C.B. CHANNEL 15 &  FULL TANKS REQUIRED 

 
 
 
 

Charitable and Community Services 
The Selfridge Air National  

Guard Food Assistance Program 

Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation - Ride for Kids 
US Marines Toys for Tots 

Trinity Lutheran Food Pantry 
Toiletries to Women's Abuse Shelters 

The Rainbow Connection 

The Lighthouse 
 

Way to Go Chapter "A"!!  

Click on Addresses 
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AROUND  
       THE  
 REGION  

  GATHERING LOCATION 
 WE WILL BE AT �7�+�(���³�$�0�(�5�,�&�$�1���/�(�*�,�2�1���3�2�6�7�´ 

Located at 401 North  Groesbeck  in Mt Clemens just South of the Macomb County Sheriffs Dept.  

B2 Anniversary Party in 

North Branch. Mar. 13th 

 

Q2 Anniversary Party in  

Cass City Mar.27th 

http://www.gwrra.org
http://www.geocities.com/~regiond/
http://www.gwrra-mi.org  
http://www.ohiogwrra.org/
http://www.indianaonwings.org/
www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/a/index.htm

