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“The A2 Team” 

Chapter Directors 
“Big” Bob & Betsy Morgan 
734-216-5458 
 
Asst. Chapter Directors 
Open Position 
 
Senior Chapter Educators 
Bill & Peggy Bower 
 
Treasurer 
Ron Minor 
 
Membership Enhancement 
Bill Keedle 
 
Ride Coordinator 
Open Position 
 

Goodie Sales 
Open Position 
 
Brag Book 
Robin Lillie 
 
Sunshine Girl 
Jennifer Morgan 
 
Couple of the Year 2011 
Jim & Carol Massengill 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Open Position 
 
Web Mistress 
Kathy Minor 
 
50/50 Ticket Sales 
Bob Shafe & Barb Williams 
 
Fun Run Coordinator 
Open Position 
 
Public Relations 
Coordinator 
Open Position 
 
 

“Big” Bob & Betsy Morgan 

Continued on Page 2 

Hello A2'ers 

The hot riding season is over with. Now we can get into some cool riding before winter 
hits. On September 11th the Chapter will be going to Chapter W toy run. Region D rally 
is September 15,16,17. On September 25th the Chapter is going on a ride to Devils Lake, 
then out to dinner at Harold’s  Place. 

Have Fun and Ride Safe! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

     
 
How we choose Dinner Run Locations: At each week’s dinner run, A-2 Members 
and guests who attend select the restaurant for the next dinner run. Then, an email 
message is sent to the membership (around Monday of the following week) that 
announces the restaurant that was selected. 
 
During the "Off" Season (approximately November through March) we meet at the 
designated restaurant every Thursday evening at 6:30 PM. All Bikers and Bikes are 
welcome. Dinner runs do not require membership. For more information, contact 
one of our staff   
During the Riding Season (approximately April through October), we meet every 
Thursday evening at 6:00 PM. We leave at 6:30 PM and ride in formation to the 
designated restaurant. Unless otherwise noted all dinner runs begin in the parking 
lot behind McDonald's at 3811 (East side of) Carpenter Rd, Pittsfield Twp, 48197, 
1/4 mile north of intersection of Carpenter & Ellsworth.  

 
** Dinner Run for Thursday, September 8th, will be at Stivers Restaurant in 
Chelsea. Address is 11 S. Fletcher Rd, Chelsea.. Just south of I-94 at Fletcher 

Rd (use Exit #162—Old US-12). Hope you’ll join us.** 
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 “The A2 Team” 
(continued from page 1) 

Road Captains (alphabetically) 

Bill  & Peggy Bower 
Ken Burkhalter 
Bill & Ronda Keedle 
Corky & Robin Lillie 
Jim & Carol Massengill 
Jerry & Kathy Minor 
Ron Minor 
Big Bob Morgan 
Russ & “George” Peabody 
Bob Shafe 
Tim Towler 
Wayne Waters 
 
Region D Directors 
Roger & Penny Hurley 
 
Michigan District Directors 
Bill & Vicki Young 
 
Mi Assistant District Directors 
Ron & Val Jones 
 
Michigan Advisory Team 
Mike Stiger 
Bob Lorenz 
Audrey Holmes 
 
Couples of the Year 
International: 
Kirby & Sandy White 
(Region D) 
 
Region D: 
Kirby & Sandy White 
(Chapter S - Ohio) 
 
Michigan District: 
Ken & Patti Kintner 
(Chapter W) 
 
Chapter A2: 
Jim & Carol Massengill 

Happy Anniversary to: 
 
 

Bill & Ronda Keedle Sept 21 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday to: 

 
Robin Lillie  Sept 10 
Lyle Tindall  Sept 14 
Joe Medrano  Sept 24 
Xander Morgan Sept 25 
 

AMAZINGLY SIMPLE HOME REMEDIES  
1. A mouse trap, placed on top of your alarm clock, will 
prevent you from rolling over and going back to sleep 
after you hit the snooze button.  

2. If you have a bad cough, take a large dose of 
laxatives, then you will be afraid to cough.  
3. Clumsy? Avoid cutting yourself while slicing vegetables 
by getting someone else to hold them while you chop 
away.  
4. Avoid arguments with the Mrs. about lifting the toilet 
seat by simply using the sink.  
5. For high blood pressure sufferers: simply cut yourself 
and bleed for  three minutes, thus reducing the pressure 
in your veins. Remember to use a timer.  
6. Have a bad headache? Smash your thumb with a 
hammer and you will forget about the headache. 
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Bill & Peggy Bower 

 We all know that, for safety purposes, we should do a T-CLOCS inspection before we 
ride. But how often, if ever, do we do a battery check? Can our batteries be a safety concern 
which could put us in harm’s way? 
 The following will happen more often with a 1500 than an 1800.  While pulling a trailer 
and having many extra lights on, you get caught in stop and go traffic.   At idle the engine’s 
RPMs are not high enough to let the charging system maintain the battery and it will start 
discharging to the point that the engine will stop. This has happened to me and some others 
who pull a trailer, too. When it happens, you can be left stranded in the wrong lane of an 
expressway or on the side of the road. This is even worse in hot or stormy weather. 
 Batteries for our Gold Wings are either a flooded cell, gel cell or an AGM (absorb glass 
mat) battery.  The type of battery you use and the care that you give it can mean a new battery 
every year or five to seven years or more? 
 A lead acid battery, also called a flooded cell battery, contains a sulfuric acid based fluid 
called electrolyte that surrounds the lead plates within the battery.  This type of battery was 
invented in 1859 and is still in use today.   The fluid make up has changed since then but the 
fluid is still corrosive and dangerous.  The biggest drawback with this type of battery is that the 
sulfur within the electrolyte will attach itself to the lead plates and the battery will become less 
effective.  When you charge the battery it returns the sulfur to the electrolyte and to its full 
charge. But, if it sets too long without a charge then the plates will become sulfated and the 
battery useless.  Note:  there is a battery charger on the market today that can sometimes bring 
a dead sulfated battery back to life.  Charging a wet cell battery will create hydrogen gas. Any 
open flames or electrical sparks in the area could trigger an explosion.  If the charger is rated 
too high it could warp the thin lead plates and short the battery out.   If the battery is stored 
outside and in a discharged state, it’s possible that it could freeze and ruin the battery.   You 
also have to check the electrolyte fluid often and add distilled water to bring the level back to 
its normal range. 
 The gel cell battery is best used for deep cycle operations and is the most sensitive to 
charging voltage.  These batteries need a longer and slower charging rate or damage can occur.  
The charging system on our bikes especially the 1800s might do damage to this type of battery 
if it was too discharged and the bike had to jump started.   These batteries are best suited for 
golf carts, electric hi-lows and such. 
 The AGM (absorb glass mat) battery is a better fit for our bikes because it is a 
maintenance free battery, has good cranking power, is considered a deep cycle battery, and has 
a good life expectancy if the battery never reaches below 50% of its charge.   These batteries 
cost a little more. But if they last a year or two longer along with the fact that they are 
maintenance free, seems to me that it is a much better deal.   I have seen prices from $50.00 to 
$200.00 for this type of battery. A decent one will likely cost around a $100.00. 
 Some final thoughts to consider:  
• A new lead acid battery when first filled with acid should set an hour before charging. 
• All new batteries have directions on how to charge them and they should be fully charged 

before using.. 
• All batteries that become dirty will self discharge across their terminals. So, at least once a 

year clean the terminals and cable ends. And, then use soap and water to wash the battery 
case.   When it’s dry, put Vaseline on the battery around the terminals; put a felt washer 
on the Vaseline, attach the terminals and apply additional Vaseline to cover connectors 
and terminals. Instead of Vaseline you can use commercial battery terminal products. 

• No matter what type of battery you have now, it will still start to discharge as soon as the 
engine is turned off. A flooded cell battery discharges at a faster rate.   I have a 2005 Gold 
Wing with its original battery and I attach my battery tender to the battery every time I 
park the bike in the garage. 
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