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                                  TIME TO MAKE THE DONUTS 
  
  As I look at the calendar, I see that March 14 is the beginning of daylight sav-

ings time and March 20 is the start of spring. Here in Michigan I can go along with the daylight savings 
time change because the day light hours are starting to get longer. Just a short while ago, it was getting dark by 5:30 
now it is 7:00 and with daylight savings it will be 8:00.  As far as the start of spring,  I am not as sure that on March 20 
the trees will bud, the flowers will bloom, or the temperature will jump into the 70’s. I can almost guarantee that we will 
get some more of that white stuff and that temperatures’ will dip into the 30’s at night. The good part of this is that 
every day we are getting closer to warm weather and the riding season.  
 
            We had a great turnout for our February Chapter C gathering. We came close to filling up the room at the Little 
Brown Jug.  There were a total of 31 people 16 chapter members’ and 15 visitors. During the winter, we are lucky to get 
12 people out. The staff at the Little Brown Jug was expecting the usual 12 to 15 and had to hurry and call in extra help 
to get breakfast served. This made the meeting start a little late. During the meeting, Jill McDaris announced that she 
would like to step down as Treasurer and Dave Nager stepped up and said he would be happy to take over the duties. I 
want to Thank Jill for the great job she has done the last two years and welcome Dave to the staff. It is hard to get peo-
ple to volunteer in the busy world we live in. The big winner at the meeting was Shelly Rushman who won 120 of the 
Michigan Bike Raffle Tickets. 
 
            While on the bike raffle tickets, Audrey Drozdowski is in charge of the ticket sales this year. Remember the 
Chapter gets back a third of all sales and a third goes to the Rainbow Connection, which grants wishes to serious ill chil-
dren, so get out and sell.  
 
            Wingless Weekend was a great get away from old man winter weekend. Everyone had a great time at their sum-
mer camp. Chapter C did quite well in the theme competition. Read all about in John’s article.   
             We are going to get a Rider course in our area this year. Mark your calendars’ and get your registration in for 
the weekend of May 8-9.  In the past, we had to travel to Stockbridge or Pontiac to take the classes. George Pierce 
worked very hard last year trying to get a class set up. However, due to conflicting scheduling and not being able to get 
the right people out to look over the proposed range site we were not able to get it set up. This year we started earlier 
and got it on the schedule. The registration says Dundee but final site information and times will come with your confir-
mation paper, which you will receive about two weeks prior to class.   
 
            This class is a great way to start the summer riding season. I know from personal experiences that riding and 
handling of the bike feels altogether different and somewhat strange in the spring. I have to think about what I’ am do-
ing instead of just doing it naturally. This is not a good or safe thing. When on the road in traffic you want to be looking 
out for any hidden dangers not wondering what gear you are in or when to shift. There are many Dangers out there in 
the spring. Drivers are not used to seeing bikes on the road and are preoccupied with other things (talking or texting on 
the phone). There is also the problem that the spring thaws bring out the Michigan potholes and other bad road condi-
tions. Therefore, you must be ever vigilant of the conditions around you. 
 
            This is not a pass-fail class it is more a confidence builder. Over the years, all of us pick up little bad habits. Like 
not looking through the curves or being smooth, on our take offs, or stops. By practicing the maneuvers the instructors 
set and listening to their comments you will find doing the exercises much easier and 
smoother at the end of the class. 
 
            Do not forget to get your bike ready for the upcoming riding season. Chapter C 
annual maintenance day is Saturday April 10. There is a vast amount of knowledge about 
Goldwings within Chapter C So bring your oil, filters, Brakes, bulbs or any other thing 
You might need done out and GET ER DONE. On the other hand, just come out for some 
good old fashioned Tire Kicking. 
  
                             DA DA DA Dats all Folks Doug and Diana 
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� February would have been pretty dull if not for Wingless Weekend which heralds a wake up call to spring. Snow every-
where and yet we had a great occasion to celebrate and collectively gather to enjoy the GWRRA mantra of friends for fun, safety 
and knowledge. Wingless was every bit of that! There was judging for the District Couple of the Year, Summer Camp theme for 
best dressed couple or individual and chapter and Informative seminars for anyone’s edification. Doug and I participated in a wing-
less first euchre tournament that produces 12 tables of gaming enthusiasts.  Doug, Diana, Audrey and I participated in the theme 
couple and chapter competition and received the lion’s share of awards. Doug & Diana placed first in theme couple, Audrey & I 
placed third in theme couple and we all placed first in theme chapter. Audrey & I played the overzealous camp counselors and Doug 
& Diana played the mischievous summer campers, it was a great combination. 
The crowd was delighted as I lead the “troop” to the stage to a steady cadence of a short whistle blast for every left step taken in our 
march. On my whistle command we all performed ¼ turns for the judges and our buoyant antics during this performance provided 
much delight for the audience. 
Wingless provided informational seminars such as Trailoring, Co-Rider, Public Speaking and Officers Certification Program (OCP). 
The OCP is a leadership training program for all current and prospective GWRRA Officers and interested members. It will commu-
nicate what GWRRA is, what it stands for and why it is structured and operates the way it does. Totem poles were erected to repre-
sent the chapters of Michigan and Audrey was the key craftsperson to make up our segment of the pole. Pictures of the highlights of 
wingless will appear in this newsletter issue. 
 Our banquet dinner was excellent. The chefs and kitchen staff provided a wonderful chicken breast dinner served on hot 
plates and combined with a great salad, string beans and rice pilaf. After dinner, raffle winners were called out and awards pre-
sented. Tim & Pam Hanson from W2 were named Michigan District COY’s for 2010. Diana & Doug were presented with a Certifi-
cate of appreciation in recognition of valuable contributions to GWRRA of Michigan along with Dick & Ginny Beardsley (2009 
Region COY), and Ron & Jan Smith (Rider Ed Ambassadors). We all had a grand time dancing to music provided by a superb DJ, 
he really knew how to mix it up for the crowd. It was announced that next years wingless will be back in Lansing at the new and 
improved Lexington Hotel (Formerly the Sheraton). The Lexington has been upgraded and combined with a new staff for an enjoy-
able venue.  
 Doug and Diana have determined that June would be a good time to hand over the reigns of Chapter Director to us. I look 
forward to the leadership role and hope to perform the duties of my office with vigor and conscientious decision making for the en-
hancement of our chapter members. 
To perform this feat I will need a dedicated staff that will just as vigorously help the chapter to enhance our growth as a chapter of 
GWRRA and maintain the chapter as a viable, fun and desirable group to belong to. As with all changes of directors, the slate is 
wiped clean and members in these new positions could improve the chapter’s goals and visions. Some may be asked to say on in 
their respective positions and I will be canvassing others for staff positions essential to operating a viable chapter. All of you have 
gotten to know Audrey and I these past 8 years with the last 5 years as your Assistant Chapter Directors. We look forward to leading 
this wonderful group, but we can’t do it alone. I would greatly desire an ACD to help me lead and fill in for my very occasional ab-
sence due to work or training requirements. I will require a Chapter Educator / Rider Ed, Treasurer and Newsletter / Internet Web-
master. I will also emphasize the officers filling these positions should be willing to making a commitment to that title for the next 2 
to 3 years. We could not expect to gain new members if we didn’t have strength in leadership roles that show some commitment to 
the enhancement of the members. Ostensibly, one or two leaders can’t be expected to wear all the hats of the officers and many 
hands make light work. That said, I am extending an invitation too all former and present members of any Chapter to be a part of 
our plans for the future and betterment of our group. We already know how much you love to ride, now let’s get together and mak-
ing something great happen! 
 We have a staff meeting set up for the 27 of February at Doug & Diana home for all 
members at 0600pm. We will set up and schedule the summer rides, fun runs and various 
events for the members. We will also entertain trips and member enhancement matters, so 
please attend. 
March 6th is our Chapter gathering and we should have all the assimilated information from our 
staff meeting. We always look forward to movie night which will take place Saturday, March 13 
at 0400pm. check the schedule for all events.  Don’t forget about daylight savings time on 
March 14, spring forward one hour. 
 
 See you all soon. For now Ride Safe & Ride Easy. 
       On a Wing & a Prayer, 
       John & Audrey ACD 
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 ADD Ronda dining at our table  Dancin with your pants on the floor  
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District Couples of the Year for 2010 

Couples Receiving Certificates of Appreciation 

Double Tree Banquet Room Audrey working on  
totem pole T
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How Are You Starting This Riding Season?  
 
 
 

  Winter is finally gone, so let the riding season begin! Maybe you have recently taken a CPR/First Aid class or a 
seminar or two during this past off-season. This means you are better prepared to help in case one of your riding buddies 
has an accident or a health issue, or you are prepared to be a better co-rider. Now you are available to spend more time 
riding now that the season is here. Hopefully you have also taken time to make sure your motorcycle is ready to go, too. 
You may have done a T-CLOCS, or changed the oil, replaced worn tires, kept your battery charged, or discovered that 
you needed a new one and replaced it.  
  
            There are other things that you can do to be at your best out on the road, too. Many of us will be out on the road 
before MSF or GWRRA Rider Courses are offered. So what else can you do to get in the right frame of mind and tune 
up your skills right away? There are a few things you can do as an individual or in a group (such as with your fellow 
chapter members) to be prepared to ride safely and with skill before the season is even two weeks old.  
  
            First, you can practice your skills in an empty, quiet parking lot with smooth pavement that is free of loose 
gravel or sand. Find an empty church or a school parking lot, or some unused out-of-the-way space at a shopping center 
safely away from moving vehicles. Choose a time when it is unlikely to be busy, (e.g., a school lot on Sunday) as your 
safety is of the utmost importance. Work on braking, turning, curves, stopping while in a curve (remember to straighten 
the handlebars before braking!), and turning when pulling away from a stop. When you practice alone, always remain 
vigilant to vehicles encroaching on your space. 
  
            Second, how about participating in a Parking Lot Practice? Also referred to as a PLP, this is an activity that 
many Chapters hold at the chapter level. The exercises in a PLP are all spelled out in the Cornering Practice Guide 
along with tips to execute the skills correctly. Talk to your Chapter Educator about holding a Parking Lot Practice for 
your chapter, or if there is a Facilitated Parking Lot Practice scheduled near you. 
  
            Third, you can attend a Team Riding Seminar. This Rider Ed seminar is available for presentation at your chap-
ter, and may be available at some District rallies. This seminar is particularly good to hold at your chapter because the 
folks who are normally part of your riding team can all hear the same Team Riding tips. Why would you sit through a 
Team Riding Seminar? One reason is because most of us ride to various places around the state with our riding friends. 
And if you know what to expect from the others in your group – your team – you will be more likely to trust them. You 
will trust them because you’ll know they are all going to ride safely and predictably in a staggered formation. That is 
what the Team Riding Seminar provides you.  
  
            Getting back to the bike for a minute, if you have new tires on your bike for the new season, know that the tire 
manufacturers recommend that you take it easy on those tires for the first 50 – 100 miles. That means go easy in the 
curves and easy on acceleration to prevent slide-outs. The reason is because the surface of the tire will be slickest 
(slippery) when new. There are a couple of common explanations why, but the result is the same – reduced traction. The 
rubber will get scuffed and roughed up enough over that distance during normal riding and the tire’s grip will improve. 
Be particularly careful with new tires on painted stripes and metal plates, and all surfaces that are slick even when your 
tires aren’t.  
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            Remember that practice in a parking lot, by yourself or with others, is good for all of us after the long off-season. 
It is even more beneficial and important if you recently bought a new or used motorcycle. Get to know that new-to-you 
bike and how it handles in a safe environment. After brushing up your skills, you’ll be ready to go out and enjoy a safe 
riding season! 
  

Ride Smart & Be Safe! 
Bruce & Melissa Thayer 

Former MI Asst. District Rider Educators 
brucethayer1@comcast.net 
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Saturday 6                   Chapter C Gathering       9AM Little Brown Jug Maybee 
Sunday 7                     Breakfast 9AM Hiram Lodge 110 25730 Gibraltar Rd Flat Rock $5 all you can  
Wednesday 10                        Dinner 6:300PM Tin Pan Sumpter Rd  
Saturday 13                 Movie night Imagine Theater 21800 wildflower off Allen Rd in Woodhaven 4PM 
Sunday 14                   Day light savings time begins 
Saturday 20                 Spaghetti Dinner 5pm Hiram Lodge 110 25730Gibraltor Rd Flat Rock $5 AYCE  
Wednesday 24                        Dinner 6;30  Silver Star Bar 10400 Sumpter Rd Maybee, MI 
25-28                           Chapter J mall Show    
 

Check Calendar on Page 15 for April Schedule 
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Larry’s Tec Bites 

  
Now what to write about. 

  
            As I sit here and write this article, Spring is just 24 days away. (or less, depending when this comes out and you are reading 
it.) Most of your bike’s Maintance is repetitive .These  are done once or more times in the riding season.  These tips will give you a 
more dependable and safe ride. Things you should get or check out. 
  
 1.) Oil and Filter…Did you change it for the winger storage?      
 2.) Tires…tread…valve stem and air pressure. 
 3.) Spark plugs….clean or replace 
 4.) Brake pads and brake fluid. 
 5.) Air filter and gas filter if older that 2 years. 
 6.) Final drive oil…use gear oil sae-80. 
 7.) Front axle nut and pinch bolts. 
 8.) Rear axle nuts. 
 9.) All lights on bike. 
10.) Battery water. Use distilled water. The age of the battery, does it need to be replaced? 
11.) Are the wheel weights still on the wheel? 
12.) Side stand and center stand lubed and checked. 
13. Keep a maintenance log book so you will know when and what you have done. Record date of work you have done and the 
mileage when it was done. Your log book will be a reminder for you. 
  
Until spring, Think warm thoughts.    
  
  
                                                                                                  Maintain the ride. 
                                                                                                            Larry 
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 SILVER STAR BAR 
       10400 SUMPTER ROAD 
          MAYBEE, MI  48159 

        734-587-3156 
 
 

GOOD TIMES & A GREAT PLACE TO 
EAT 

“POOCH” (OWNER)  
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For Sale 
1999 Gold Wing SE – Pearl Glacier White / Glacier White Accent Gray, 70,000 well maintained miles, 
Dunlop E3’s 5,000 miles on them, F-4 Windshield, (vented) Chrome Wheels, Ring of fire 
Custom Diamond Seat / new armrest covers, Carbon fiber on dash instead of chrome, Driver floorboards / heel 
toe shifter 
Some chrome (some new), Extra lights on back, Trailer hitch, Spoiler lights converted to brake light  
Mount for Sirius radio / driver’s traveling mug, St riping by Buzzard   
$7,999 
jsbike@wyan.org  or call 313-530-0713 
 John Snethkamp 
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NEW BOSTONPHARMACY 
 

19162 Huron River Dr. 
New Boston (next to car wash) 

(734) 753-9480 
Over-the-counter Meds 

Prescription Meds 
Health & Beauty Aids 

Greeting Cards 
Personal Service/Special Service 

 

Caring for our Community 
 

Home Delivery 
  2 days a week  

Accept all insurance 

Mon.-Fri. 10-7 
Sat. 10-2 

Closed Sundays  
And Holidays 

Phamacists: 
Marti Tjolsen 
Elnar Tjolsen 
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 Happy  Birthday 
 

3rd - Connie Garner 
23rd - Roseanne Stefanski 

31st - Patt Nager 
 

Happy Anniversary   
 

3rd-Tim & Janet Jackson    
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Happy Birthday 
 

17th-Audrey Drozdowski 

Happy Anniversary 
 

27th –Doug & Diana Lancaster 
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Doug Lancaster 
37050 Felt Rd 
New Boston, MI 48164 

 
 

Place Label Here 

Fred’s Bikes and Trikes 
We specialize in Goldwings 

All Makes and Models Serviced 
Full Time Mechanic On Duty 

����������	
�����
�	
�������
Ask about Our GWRRA Discount 

Full Line of Goldwing Accessories in Stock 
(734) 522-2343 

27477 Schoolcraft Rd. Livonia, MI 48150 


