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Happy Thanksgiving 
From  

Chapter J  

Larry 

Rich 

Tom T 
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Cascade Wings  

ñIN SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITYò 
 

                         1983-2011 
ñOur 28th Year of ñFun, Safety and Knowledgeò 
 

¶ 1997 Michigan GWRRA Chapter of the Year  

¶ 1996, 1997, 2000, 2001, & 2008 Rider Ed.  
      Chapter of the Year  

¶ 1st Place Ticket Selling Chapter for the Bike  
      Raffle from 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998,  
     1999, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007,   
     2008, & 2009  

¶ 2nd Place Ticket Selling Chapter for the Bike  
     Raffle 2000, 2001, 2010, and 2011  

Chapter ñJò News Website Address: 
www.gwrra -mi.org/chapter/j  

For those of you who still have not visited the Chapter J 
Website, please do so  immediately.   
You will be impressed.  LB Hilbert has done a wonderful job 
with this site and in keeping the information up-to-date.  LB 
has made it easy for you to link to National, Michigan  
District, and Region D, as well as all of Chapter J's events.   
With just a click of the button, all this information is at your  

fingertips.                    Great Job LB  
 
 

 
GWRRA              

www.gwrra.org/  
 

Region D  
www.gwrra -regiond.org/  

 
GWRRA-MI  

www.gwrra -mi.org/    

Visit or Join Chapter ñJò  at 
Holiday Powersports  
     4501 Page Avenue  

     Michigan Center, MI  49254  
517-764-3600 

The 1st Sunday of the Month  
Gathering @ 9:00 am  

(Social Time @ 8:00 am ) 

Where to Look   

J website, meeting place, time and day  2 

RegionðDistrict ðChapter ñJò StaffðSouthwest Chapters  3 

Article(s) from your CD  & Chapter Rider Educator  4-5 

Articles from the Chapter Staff  5-7 

Chapter ñJò  ArticlesðMember (s) of the Month ðChapter Flyers  8-10 

Calendar, Chapter J 2011 Activities Calendar,  
Mark your Calendars, Birthdays, Anniversaries,  

Classifieds, Other Stuff  

11-14 

Advertisers, and Couple of the Year  15-16 

Chapter J Cascade Wings  

Next MONTHLY  Gathering is   

Sunday December 04, 2011  

227943 
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GWRRA Region D ðGWRRA Michigan  
GWRRA CHAPTER  ñJò  OFFICERS & STAFF 

Chapter ñJò Director 
Tom and Darlene Taylor  

517-262-1162 
Yellow_wing@yahoo.com  

Chapter Rider Educator  
Gary Williams 
517-788-4538 

spankyncarol@juno.com 
 

MEC Coordinators  
              Charlie       &       Kim Brown 
              517-206-5786       517-937-5289 

farleynkim@gmail.com 
 

Web-site Coordinators  
LB and Sandy Hilbert 

734-428-8509 
Lbhilbert@att.net 

 

Chapter Treasurer  
Carol Williams 
517-788-4538 

spankyncarol@juno.com 
 

Ride Coordinator  
Open 

           Region D Directors         
          Roger & Penny Hurley  
               937-698-4443 
           RHURLEY3@woh.rr.com  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Michigan District  
Rider Educators  

Randy & Lori Westcott  
248-760-2947  (R) 
248-459-2823  (L) 

ranlorwing@charter.net 

 
Assistant District Directors  

Ken & Kathleen Heibel  
616-560-7984 

khiball55@comcast.net  

Michigan  
District Director  
Bill & Vicky Young  

734-301-3492 
wvyoungsr@comcast.com  

 

Advisory Team  
 

Larry Terryn  
(H) 586-786-6807 

(Cell) 248-310-3402 
larryterryn@comcast.net  

 

Mike Stiger  
(H) 769-4824 

(Cell) 517-420-4535 
wstiger@dmci.net  

 

Bob Lorenz  
517-548-9028 

blorenz@ameritech.net  
 

Audrey Holmes  
IanMich1@aol.com  

Southwest Section Chapters  
 

 

Chapter  Chapter /Senior* Director  
D-Kalamazoo            Harold & Linda Burgan 
269-342-9249         harry44burr@hotmail.com 

 

J-Jackson                    Tom Wacker 
734-476-1085          twackerusa@netscape.net 

 

L-Lansing                    Merlin Hopkins  
517-655-4973         mhopkins@cablespeed.com 

 

O-Holland             Glenn & Becky Kortman 
616-895-4801             jigacademe567@altelco.net 

 

R-Charlotte                Alise & Emmett Swan 
616-318-0478           northernskys54@yahoo.com 

 

R2-Ionia               Dan & Barb Nugent 
616-897-7052              Daniel Nugent@msn.com 

 

S-Benton Harbor                 Larry & Mary Olsen 
269-756-5721              larryeolson@comcast.net 

 

U-St. Johns                       Tom Walker 
517-819-9722           harleytommy99@yahoo.com 

Friends   
for  Fun, 
Safety,  

and   
Knowledge  

Newsletter Editor  
Mary Dodge  

517-764-5053 
Louship@sbcglobal.net 

 

Newsletter Member  
of the Month Reporter  

Julie  Hoover 
517-764-3893 

Ceh3893@att.net 
 

Raffle Ticket Coordinator  
 2007-2008  GWRRA  
Michigan Recruiter  

Louie Schippers  
517-764-5053 

louship@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

50/50 Ticket Sales  
Goodies Coordinator  

Scott Allen 
734-475-7766 

Buckshot61@comcast.net 

 

Chapter J Orientation  
Coordinator  

 

Open 
 

Activities Coordinator  
Sunshine Person  

Deb Reamer 
Reamer34@gmail.com 

rea5d@aol.com 
 
 

Chapter J Café Hosts  
Chapter J ñIOYò 2011 

Larry & Cindy Wacker 
1-734-475-7270 

lwacker44@netscape.net 
 

Chapter Photographer  
All Chapter J Members 

 

Welcome and Visitor 
Greeters  

Tom & Pat Maynard 
517-563-8755 

tmaynard@frontiernet.net 

Chapter ñJò Assistant Directors 
Larry and Karen  Bradley         Rich and Cheryl Fetterman  
     517-563-2300                                  517-812-2148 
foots48@yahoo.com                   rnfcf@comcast.net  

147883 



4 

Cascade Wings  

News from Chapter  ñJò 
From Tom and Darlene  

Chapter  J Director  

From  
Gary and Carol  

Chapter J  
    Rider Educator  

Team riding Basics  
 This is the time of year when things slow down....... right! 
Does life ever slow down? We may have a little more time 
in the winter months but not much. However now is the 
time we need to review some of our team riding skills. 

 Have you ever observed a team ride where each mo-
torcycle is in the staggered formation, each motorcycle is 2 
to 3 seconds behind the other. When they change lanes 
they do it as a team together. I know you have all seen the 
groups that ride all in the same direction but that is all it 
appears to be. They are staggered but some several sec-
onds behind and some right on your taillight. 

 The thing to remember it is all a matter of riding styles. 
Both ways can be safe but the two combined can be a 
problem. The pre ride meeting you should sort out which 
way your going to ride. In the case of larger groups you can 
divide up the riders in groups that are more closely related 
to riding styles. Any groups of 10 or more motorcycles 
should be broken up into groups of 4 to 5 bikes. The 
GWRRA team-riding manual calls for small groups. 

 The next thing is each group needs to select a point 
rider and a drag or tail gunner. Note there was no ride 
leader selected. Both the point man and the tail gunner 
share in the responsibility of the group. This does not mean 
the rest of the group can just relax in the rocking chair. 
Each member of the group has a responsibility to the 
group. It is consideration for the group. as a whole. Safety 
is part of the requirement. "ride your own ride" . 

If your style of riding does not fit in with the group you 
are traveling with then notify the tail gunner and drop be-
hind and follow the group at your own pace.  Once you are 
on the road use all the tools at your disposal, CB radio, 
hand signals, mental awareness, spacing between bikes 
and between groups. There are many things to consider in 
team riding. We explore team riding in the next newsletter 
more fully. 

 Also I need to let every one know that at the Dec. 
gathering that Jan Smith is going to raffle off a set of rag-
gedy Ann and Andy dolls. This will be to benefit chapter J's 
rider ed. program. The chapter needs to update our DVDs, 
and buy new brochures for the rider Ed program. 

 I also need to know about anyone that took an ARC or 
ERC course during 2011. The paper work needs to be 
turned in before you can be credited for this training.  

Thanks for all you support for the chapter's rider Ed. 
program.  

 
Gary and Carol Williams 
Chapter J Rider Educators 

Beyond the 2011 Riding Season  
For many of us the 2011 riding season has come to a 
close.  However, that does not mean the fun and festivi-
ties of Chapter J have done the same.  As we approach 
the winter months we will continue with the fun but sim-
ply turn from our 2 wheelers to our 4 wheelers for trans-
portation. 

For starters we all need to consider the Annual 
CMA Turkey Dinner.  Those that went last year gave it 
a great review and I for one do not plan on missing it 
this year.  I hope to see many of you there eating some 
turkey and supporting our friends at the CMA. 

Shortly after the Thanksgiving Holiday we are hav-
ing our annual Christmas Party, yes I said Christmas 
Party not holiday gathering.  TJ the DJ has promised to 
make another appearance, Jan has once again pro-
vided us a set of dolls to raffle off and Mary has also 
donated yet another one of her handmade quilts.  We 
all know that the food will be great and I really hope to 
fill the place up.  If you have not been to a chapter gath-
ering in a while this would be a perfect time to show up 
and celebrate the holiday season with a group of great 

Friends. 
It may seem like a long way away buté our 2012 

mall show is just around the corner and we need all the 
help we can get.  As you all know this is our main fund 
raiser for the year and itôs important we make the most 
of it.  Our State Staff has indicated there will be some 
changes to the raffle this year.  We will have to wait 
until their final decision to learn the specifics but do be-
lieve we could see some major changes.  We will have 
a date selected very soon and Iôd really like to fill the 
mall with motorcycles and campsites once again.      

2012 will be a year of transition for our State Staff 
and Chapter J.  The annual rally will be in Midland and 
our State Staff is working very hard to make drastic im-
provements to the rally.  At our recent officers meetings 
we spent several hours discussing areas that needed 
improvements and suggested ways to make that hap-
pen. 

Chapter J has continued to grow and I expect great 
things from us in 2012.  We had some spectacular rides 
in 2011 and Iôve already heard of a few plans for 2012. 

  Darlene and I look forward to seeing you all at one 

or all of our upcoming events.   

Be Safe 
Tom and Darlene Taylor 
T2  
Chapter J Directors 
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Wear your  
Colors  

With Pride  

Cascade Wings  

From Karen and Larry  
Chapter  J   

Assist. Directors  

From Charlie & Kim  

MEC Coordinators 

I would like to thank Tom T. For the fine job he did 
planning the trip to Ga. The guided tour in the moun-
tains, visiting the motorcycle lodge for breakfast and 
grounds was unbelievable. Chapter J of Ga. picnic, 
welcomed us to their group as most all GWRRA mem-
bers do,  We found new games in which our chapter 
won all three. Louie took their 50/50 money. He bought 
the ice cream after the ride that night {thank you Louie} 
that was Saturday night, Sunday morning everyone 
went different way. 

Loretta, Karen and I headed into S.C. to stay 3 
days with my sister in law, we rode around Pickens 
S.C. and did a lot of talking before we went to the flea 
market. So, Wednesday afternoon we headed to 
Cherokee NC where we spent the night. Thursday we 
headed over to Pigeon Forge by way of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, after having a nice Thursday afternoon ride 
we got us a motel room. Then we took a ride on the 
trolley so we could enjoy the view 50 cents long ride 
priceless. Stopped down the street from motel, got a 
pizza and took it to the room, ate and turned in for 
night. 

Friday morning, leaving bikes at the room we took 
the trolley to Dolly Wood. Karen and I have been to 
Pigeon Forage maybe 5 times but never went to the 
park.  So this time, that is what the three of us did, 
spending the whole day taking in the shows. Spending 
the day there was real fun. Headed to our room, we 
were exhausted and getting a little cool.   

Saturday, knowing all good things got to end, we 
headed North. Putting on a lot of clothing we were out 
of the nice weather my flower froze. After getting into 
Ohio Loretta headed east to home. Karen and I got a 
motel farther north so we could warm up. Sunday with 
a little frost on bike we headed home. 
Sorry we didnôt make it to DRJ R2 but inspite of the 

cold and rain a good time was had by all. I hope Loretta 
had a good time. She said she did not go big game 
hunting, even though all the big cats were 10 miles 
from her.  

Thank you to everyone, we had a very good time. 

Larry and Karen Bradley 
Assistant Chapter J Directors 

Another Yeehaw Rootin' Tootin'  
Evening brings success!  

Saturday October, 15, 2011 dawned without rain and saw 
many Chapter J members pitching in to help raise funds for 
the Great Lakes Burn Camp once again. The kick off of the 
day for me is following Charlie into town with Roxy the giant 
rockin' horse flyin' her mane in the wind as she rides the 
trailer to Grass Lake Middle School. Sure she gets some 
looks but she don't care!  

Very soon after that a GREAT group of people showed 
up to help transform the gym and cafeteria in our hoe down 
spot for the evening. Many hands always make this quick 
work and the happy hearts, hugs, and smiles make it a fun 
time too. So many asked "What can I do next?" Before long 
we're ready for all the cowpokes to be welcomed.  

Again, many, many people help out to keep the eve-
ning in motion. Many played games, willingly put their 
"friends" in jail, participated in the Hog Slop cook off, 
worked registration, sold tickets, brought desserts or do-
nated to the silent auction which was new this year.  

Some upstart from Ohio (good buddy Loretta Boulton) 
made a special trip to be here and she bid high and often 
for the bike polishing services of Charlie and Dale. Guess 
that's one way to make sure we get down to visit her. Our 
new band "Step Aside" was an awful lot of fun! Now when I 
talked to Mike Folts to arrange for them to be here I could 
have sworn I told them it was a western theme. When they 
walked into the gym they said "Oh Crap! I hope they like 
Rock and Roll as well as Country!" They did fabulous, 
never charged a cent, and will be back next year as soon 
as we set the date! Thanks Guys! PS They promised they 
won't get famous and move to Nashville. Also they are for 
hire if you need a band for an event!  

Also new this year was the addition of the "King and 
Queen" of the event. We crowned King Larry Bradley and 
Queen Sandy Hilbert and they were honored to wear the 
one of a kind Burn Camp Helmets. They even signed them 
and we will add each event's winners as they are crowned.  
Our cook off winners were 3rd place, Ann Smiley of the 
Burn Camp, 2nd place Darlene Taylor and first place and 
the honor of her name on the spoon is Karen Bradley with 
Spaghetti Noodle Yumminess, a brand new recipe. She so 
very much thought she had no chance to win she sent 
Larry up to stand with the cook off group. So you may see 
pictures of him with the winners, but we all know it's truly 
Karen.  

Our appreciation to Mike Longnecker and the Burn 
camp staff for coming and supporting the event. They al-
ways add to it, with prizes, cook off entries and this year 2 
great prizes donated from Mike's new business The Grey 
Stone restaurant and Tavern in Jackson. Mike was one of 
the last to leave after clean up even though he hussled out 
of a FULL tavern of patrons to join us for the evening.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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From  
Mary Dodge  

Newsletter Editor   

MEMBERSHIP CARD 
(be sure itôs current) 

DONôT  LEAVE HOME WITHOUT  IT 

Hidden Membership Number  
 

 

Contact : 
Charlie    517-206-5786  or   Kim   517 -937-5289 

Hi! Everyone 
Well October was filled with lots of things to do, and I 
hope all of you had a good time whatever you partici-
pated in.  I tried to make as many things as I could and 
had a great time what ever I did. 
November doesnôt look to busy, but it might be be-

cause of the holidayôs.  I also might get more done in my 
ñDesign Studioò, and the quilt projects that I have to do. I 
still have a few more things to add and put up, but it is a 
really slow process.   
It also brings a change in Chapter Jôs Director.  Tom 

Taylor is now Chapter Jôs Director, even though it wonôt 
be official until February 2012. Apparently GWRRA Na-
tional or Michigan Iôm not sure which is changing the 
transition date from November to January.  I think it is 
for the treasurerôs so they donôt have to close the ac-
counts twice.  Which I think is a great change. 

We also have a new ACD Couple in Rich and 
Cheryl Fetterman.  Tom is also looking for other mem-
bers who might want to join the staff.  See Tom for any 
positions that might be open. 
Donôt forget about the Christmas Party deadline 

is November 15th.  Davis Catering will only make food 
for the number that Cheryl turns in. So donôt be a left-
over.  Also you will want to come because of all the fun 
you will have and you can find out who your Secret 
Buddy has been all year.   

From now until February I will be passing around 
the Phone Tree Sheet, and E-mail address to update for 

Cascade Wings  

There are too many others to each name individu-
ally but I do wish to also recognize Andrea Duncan and 
Cindy Wacker for being on the planning, and Cindy and 
Larry for doing ALL the kitchen set up/clean up!  

Everyone else who was there, helped in any way 
shape or form please be proud of yourselves for a very 
successful evening once again. We will hand a check to 
the Burn Camp and you'll find out just how successful 
that evening was!  

Charlie and Kim Brown 
MEC Coordinators 

the Welcome Package.  I will also have Louie taking pic-
tures of  members for the Welcome Package.  We will 
have a new Welcome Package by the March 2012 Monthly 
Gathering. 

 
Have a great month and ride safe 

 
 

Region D Rally/Convention  
By 

Gary and Carol Williams  

As Carol and I left for the Rally /convention on Thursday it 
was a balmy 50 degrees. We were heading down 127 go-
ing to Hudson when we saw a wing ahead of us. We 
caught up to it in short order and found it to be Louie 
headed for a friends house. We honked as we went by and 
continued on. (Louie can tell you more about that when 
you see him.) At Hudson we took 34 to US 12 and then to 
cold water. 

 When we arrived at the fair grounds it was 54 degrees 
almost warm! It stayed around that temp. for the rest of the 
day. I stopped at a vendor to have some patches sewn on 
and then went to check into the motel. When we returned 
we saw Ron and Jan. and Karen Bradley. After talking a 
while we went back to our room for the night. 

 On Friday it was again cool. We arrived in time for the 
opening ceremonies. We also saw Ella-may and Gordon 
our couple of the year, Cal, and Louie. Jan and Ron car-
ried the GWRRA flag into the opening. The region staff 
was dressed in monster costumes.   After the opening we 
went into the vendor areas and had lunch. We visited 
many wingers that we had not seen since the Mi. rally or 
last year at the district rally. We also ran into Tom and Peg 
Esterline.  

 At dinner we ate at a real great restaurant called Jan's 
place. There we had roast beef and potatoes and carrots. 
What a great dinner and the price was right! That night the 
town of Coldwater was open late and they had a block 
party with a live band playing 60's and 70's music. We 
were able to park the motorcycles along the road as it was 
reserved for motorcycles only. 

 Saturday we returned and I rode in top gun. This is a 
riding skills contest, and you ride against yourself. Points 
are deducted if you put your foot down or cross the lines 
on the pavement. This was fun to try and there were many 
very skilled riders. If you want to see how little you know 
about riding then just try this on for size. After I had com-
pleted the course I helped the riders Ed with carrying clip-
boards to the judges for some of the computers. 

Carol and I left the fair grounds and went into Cold-
water to the apple festival. There was a free Christen rock 
concert and carol stayed for that I went back to the fair 
grounds to catch some of the amazing team challenge. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Secret Buddies  
 2011 

Please send Mary Dodge any Thank You notes you 
would like the sendee to have and she will put them in the 
Newsletter.  We will reveal our Secret Buddies at the De-
cember 2011 Christmas Party. 
 

Reminder  - it is FUN to just recognize your Secret Buddy any time that 
you want with a card. You can find a reason almost every month to cele-
brate something, but even when there isn't a holiday or a birthday or 
anniversary, keep in touch with them and keep them guessing. This 
doesn't have to be an expensive thing when you want to give somethng 
for any reason - birthday, anniversary, holiday, just because.  
 
So start the FUN and keep your SECRET BUDDY guessing. Donôt 
forget to Thank them with a little message in the Newsletter.  

Thanks Everyone  
Julie Hoover  
 
You're the best secret buddy!.....I'm pleased, surprised, 
delighted too. Many, many thanks to you. 
 

Carol Sherman 

Hey Great Secret Buddy 
Thank you so much for the Pumpkin, Towel, and Kleenex.  
The Pumpkin sits proudly on my printer in my ñDesign 
Studioò, the towel hangs in the Bathroom at my office, 
and the Kleenex are in my purse. 
 

Mary Dodge 

Cascade Wings  

 

 

 

                 

 

Bring a new toy to the  
Monthly Gathering  

and give it to Tom Esterline  

 

 

 
 

Chapter Jôs 
Christmas  

Adopt -A-Family  
 

Every year Cheryl Fetterman gets 
us a needy family from the  

Salvation Army.  Cheryl will be 
passing a can around at the  
November, and December  

Gatherings.  
 Please be sure to contribute  

to this special Family.  
 

 
Contact Cheryl at 517 -812-4845 for more info  

Carol knows that I like country, Blue grass, and oldies 
music.   After picking up Carol we returned to the fair 
grounds. We ran into Robert and Melanie Variell while 
walking around. and then returned to Jan's place for 
supper. There we had Ham Cheese potatoes, Banana 
pudding and Pecan pie. The food was great! 

 Staging for the light parade and attending the clos-
ing ceremonies were next on the list. Again Ron and 
Jan carried the GWRRA flag and retired this one. Sev-
eral of the national staff were there and Mike Stiger, 
National Director was also there. 

 During the closing we learned that Robert and 
Melanie Variell had won the best of show. Congrats to 
them for a great honor.   After closing we went on the 
light parade. If you have never been on one of these 
parades its like a small midnight ride with mostly Gold 
Wings. Its always fun to ride around with no stops and 
honk your horn at the people along the parade route. 

 Now you may be asking yourself why should I 
come and stay at one of these rally's/conventions? The 
simple answer is you miss out on making new friends 
getting in on some of the contests, and just plain having 
fun. You can camp for a small fee or stay at a local ho-
tel/motel. You miss out on the trike pulls and Ice cream. 
The silly contests and many new Friends you can meet. 
and who knows you may just see the next innovation in 
trikes for Gold wings.  

 
Take care and ride safe  
Gary and Carol 
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Rootôn Tootôn  

King and Queen 

Larry Bradley and Sandy Hilbert  

Rootôn Tootôn Cook off Winners 

Larry Bradley 

Darlene Taylor 

Ann Smiley Rootôn Tootôn Fun 


