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Hello Chapter L! 

 

Itôs nice to see the days getting longer.  It just means 

that riding season will be upon us sooner than later. 

 

Thanks to everyone for rallying around the ticket 

sales at the RV show.  This worthwhile event  is a 

great help to our Chapter and to Rainbow Con-

nection. 

 

A big thanks to Randy and Kathy Soderberg for orga-

nizing the Spagnuoloôs dinner gathering.  Over 20 peo-

ple were in attendance.  It was great to see Cindy Par-

rino . 

 
Be sure to check ñUpcoming Eventsò on page 3 for fu-

ture chapter activities.  Some activities have RSVP 

dates. 

 

WING DING REMINDERS 

 

If youôre planning to go to Wing Ding this year in Fort 

Wayne and havenôt yet registered, you might want to 

consider doing it soon -- the $5.00 discount off the pre-

registration cost will end on January 31st.  This means 

for a GWRRA member, registering before January 

31st  will cost $35.00 instead of $40.00. 

 

For anyone interested in camping at Wing Ding, you 

should make camping reservations soon as they are fill-

ing up. Call Tony at 260-427-6008.  This is at Johnny 

Appleseed Campground.  If you want to camp as a group 

ask them to put you with the Quinnôs.    

Dining together at Spagnuoloôs dinner gathering 
are club members Gordon and Rosemary Quinn 
and Jan and David Smith.   

http://www.capitolcitywings.org
http://www.capitolcitywings.org
http://www.capitolcitywings.org
http://www.capitolcitywings.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://lansingmi.gov/
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Is Winter Back?  
 
The Ford Motor Company offers a list of driving safety tips 

to help drivers and their families stay safe on the roads this 

season: 
 

Allow a few minutes to brush and scrape your vehicle.  

Clearing windows is crucial for visibility and remov-

ing snow or ice from the top of your car will spare 

cars behind you from encountering an unexpected 

snow assault, impairing visibility or even cracking a 

windshield.  Donôt forget to clean snow and ice off 

your headlights and taillights as well. 

 

Use winterized windshield wiper fluid to make sure your 

wiper sprayer doesnôt freeze over or crack, prevent-

ing you from washing away dirt and salt.  Donôt try 

pouring hot water on the windshield...using hot water 

can crack it. 

 

Wash your car regularly to remove salt and dirt from the 

roadways.  Donôt let road grime prematurely age the 

body of your vehicle by neglecting to bathe it. 

 

Maintain at least half a tank of gas to prevent unnecessar-

ily stranding yourself in adverse conditions.   

 

Donôt forget to check that all fluids are at proper levels 

and ensure all tires, including the spare, have the re-

quired pressure and tread. 

 

Prepare your car for an emergency -- essential items to 

keep in the trunk are a blanket to stay warm, proper 

attire (boots, jacket, hat and gloves) in case you have 

to be outside for an extended period of time, a shovel, 

flashlight with fresh batteries and snacks.   Keep your 

cell phone charged to call help if necessary. 

 

Donôt forget the kitty litter or sand, which can be used to 

provide added traction if your car becomes stuck in 

the snow.  

 

Remain aware of whatôs around you on the road, includ-

ing checking your blind spots and keeping an eye out 

for pedestrians, animals or other obstacles that may 

be in or near the roadway. 

 

Donôt follow too closelyéthe general rule is the vehicle 

ahead should pass a road marker two seconds before 

you.  In slippery conditions, it is recommended to 

double the amount of space between you and the ve-

hicle in front. 

 

Dave Smith 

Apply even pressure when braking in slick conditions if 

your vehicle is equipped with anti-lock brakes.  Keep 

in mind anti-lock brakes do not shorten stopping dis-

tance, but they do help you maintain control. 

 

Donôt become overconfident in snowy and slippery road 

conditions.  Always test road conditions with cau-

tious driving when the surface area is wet or icy, par-

ticularly on bridges and overpasses. 

 

Turn the steering wheel in the direction of the slide when 

driving on snowy or icy roads until you gain control.  

Donôt apply power or change directions suddenly on 

snow or ice. 

 

Stay calm if you find yourself stuck in the snow or broken 

down on the side of the road in adverse conditions.  

Donôt leave your car unless available shelter is close 

by.  If you need to run the engine to stay warm, make 

sure the exhaust pipe isnôt clogged with snow so the 

interior stays clear of harmful carbon monoxide. 

 

Make sure you are awake and alert behind the wheel.  

If necessary, take a break and grab a coffee. 

 

Every year, despite the flashing lights on snowplow trucks, 

poor driver behavior near snowplows leads to collisions 

that can be deadly. 

 
The Michigan Department of Transportation and the County 

Road Association of Michigan also offers the following remind-

ers for motorists concerning snowplows: 

 
Snowplows have limited visibility and drivers cannot see 

directly behind their trucks . 

 

Snowplows often throw up snow clouds, reducing visibility 

on all sides of the truck. 

 

Distracted driving is dangerous driving.  Motorists should 

not text or talk on cell phones while they are behind the 

wheel.  In fact, texting while driving is illegal in Michi-

gan. 

 

Motorists should never attempt to pass a moving snowplow 

on the right.  With new wing-plow technology, the blade 

can clear the shoulder and the lane of travel simultane-

ously.  Motorists attempting an illegal pass through a 

snow cloud on the right and/or shoulder of the road 

most likely wonôt see the plow blade and run the risk of 

a serious crash. 

 

Always wear your safety belt and allow extra time to reach 

your destinations this winter. 

 
(The above articles excerpted from MI-C Newsletter and the Lansing State 

Journal) 
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NATIONAL DIRECTOR  

Mike Stieger ï 517-420-4535  
director@gwrra.org 
  

REGION D DIRECTORS 

Roger & Penny Hurley ï 937-698-4443 
  

MICHIGAN DISTRICT DIRECTORS  

Bill & Vicky Young - 734-301-3492 
wvyoungsr@comcast.net 
  

ASST. MICHIGAN DISTRICT DIRECTORS  

Ken & Kathleen Heibel - 616-560-7984 

khiball55@comcast.net  
  

MICHIGAN DISTRICT RIDER EDUCATORS  

Randy & Lori Westcott - 248) 760-2947 (Randy)  
Ranlorwing@charter.net - (248) 459-2823 (Lori)  
  

MICHIGAN 2011 COUPLE OF THE YEAR (COY)  

Ken & Patti Kintner - Chapter W, Adrian MI 

CHAPTER L STAFF 

CHAPTER DIRECTOR  

Merlin Hopkins - 517-655-4973 
mhopkins3434@gmail.com 
  

ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTORSðTBA  
  

SECRETARY 

Gail Goodknecht - 517-333-8173 
gaili46@hotmail.com 
  

TREASURER 

Mike Goodknecht - 517-333-8173 
gwrider1@gmail.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT (MED)  

Jan Smith - 517-669-3409 
smithjdc@comcast.net 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR  

Sandy Hopkins- 517-655-4973 
shopkins3400@gmail.com 

 

RIDE CO-ORDINATOR  

Randy Soderberg ï 517-676-0426 
tanner1153@acd.net 
  

RIDER EDUCATOR  

Dave Smith - 517-6693409 
smithjdc@comcast.net 
   

SUNSHINE COORDINATOR  

Janet Simons - 517-281-1297 
riskitt@comcast.net 
   

WEB PAGE EDITOR  

Stephen Simons - 517-281-1296 
ringersonly@comcast.net 

 

Feb 11  Saturday dinner at 

Jimmy's Pub at 5:30 p.m.  16804 

Chandler Road  E Lansing, (about 1 

mile north of Lake Lansing Road. ) 

RSVP  to Gail Goodknecht at  

gagiraffe@comcast.net by Weds., 

Feb 8.   www.jimmyspub.net 

 

March  23   Friday dinner at the 

Michigan Brewery in Webberville.  

5:30 pm.  Details in the next newslet-

ter. 

 

July 4-7  Wing Ding in Ft. Wayne, 

IN 

 

August 2-5  2012 Michigan 

Rally/Convention will be held in Mid-

land. 
 

 

Upcoming Events  

Fun  

Stuff!
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Membership 

Enhancement 
Jan Smith 

 

 

 

 

 
Free Coupons for New and Renewal 

Members in 2012 
 

In case you havenõt seen or heard about this, 

new members or those who renew their mem-

bership in 2012 will receive free loyalty saving 

coupons.  These coupons, valued in the hun-

dreds, are from various companies who adver-

tise in Wing World.  They include:  

 

Big Bike Parts  

Boostaroo  

Cozy Winter  

East Coast Cycles  

The Flag People  

Geneõs Gallery 

Motor Trike  

Niehaus Cycle Sales  

Rampage Power Lift Ramps  

Sierra Electronics  

GWRRA Official Products  

 

These coupons will be in with your new Mem-

ber and Renewal Member packets throughout 

2012.  Existing Life Members and Members 

who have already renewed for multiple years 

(including 2012) will also receive the loyalty 

savings coupons by mail.  

 

GWRRA states òWe want you to know that we 
are truly honored that you have chosen to be 
part of our GWRRA family.  Your membership 
is much appreciated, and we will do our very 
best to continue to meet and exceed your ex-
pectations.  Your continued patronage and loy-
alty is a vital part of our growth.  And for 
that, we are most grateful.ó 
 

 

 

GWRRA National Website  

Revamped  
 

If you havenôt visited the national web-

site (www.gwrra.org) lately, take a few 

minutes and explore it.  Thereôs much 

more information, itôs more colorful, 

more user-friendly (I think), has some 

inter-active portions, and currently 

even has a video on the Assembly of a 

Goldwing.   

 

It appears this was probably filmed at 

the Ohio Honda Goldwing plant before 

it was relocated to Japan.  Viewing this 

video would be a close second to an ac-

tual visit to the plant.  One of the most 

remarkable comments always men-

tioned by visitors to the plant was how 

spotless and clean everything was, and 

all the workers wore white uniforms, 

which didnôt seem to have any dirt or 

grease on them.   

 

Anyway, visit the website and challenge 

yourself to find out something you 

havenôt already known about 

GWRRA. 
____________________________ 

 

MONTHLY REMINDER!!  éDonõt forget to bring 

your GWRRA membership card to the gathering.  
 

**********************  

Thoughts to Ponder 
 

The only reason people get lost in thought 

is because itõs unfamiliar territory. 
 

Always remember youõre unique, just like 

everyone else.  

Always remember you're unique  

http://www.gwrra.org
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Janet Simons 

 

 

 

 

    
 
 
 
 

  
 Feb 4 Max Lance 
 
 Feb 21 Helen Bowers 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
                                Feb 14       
              Sandy & Merlin Hopkins 
   

  

January 3 

GATHERING  

WINNERS 
 

 

 

Poker hand:  
 
Dianna Miller �³  $10 
  
Gloria Clay �³  $5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
50/50 Drawing:    
 
Dianna Miller �³  $35  
 
Kathy Walker �³  $15  
 

   






