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                              Chapter Gathering Information 

The Chapter O gathering is the 2
nd

 Saturday of the month. We have 
breakfast at 9:00 A.M. followed by our meeting.  Location: Yellow Jacket 
Inn 12011 Lake Michigan Drive. 
                                          Dinner Rides 

We ride every Wednesday, April through October.  We leave from the 
Allendale High School parking lot, 10760 68

th
 St. Allendale Mi. at 6:30. 

November ï March: Dinner is on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesday. Location to be 

announced. 

     Chapter Staff 
 
Chapter Director: 

Herm & Lori Patow 
616-997-0548 
 
Assistant CDs 

Denny & Connie Barber 
616-786-4918 
Mike & Laurie Bursma 
616-892-7994 
 
Chapter Educator: 

Tom Anys 
616-772-4539 
 
Treasurer: 

Gayan Anys 
616-772-4539 
 
Med & PR 

John Boockmeier 
616-566-0374 
 
MI Wing News: 

Sandi Eisen 
616-791-7536 
 
Ride Coordinators: 

Steve & Barb Siegel 
616-399-9745 
 
We Care: 

Toni Guy 
616-283-4069 
 
Newsletter: 

Connie Barber 
616-786-4918 
 
50/50 

Kelly & Lynn Schaap 
John & Deb Oppenhuizen 
 
Web Master: 

CJ Shroll 
(616) 437-0305 

         GWRRA 
        Directors   

 
Region D: 

Tom & Sandy Taggart 
740-753-2214 
 
MI District: 

Chris & Sally Bobeck 
248-852-8537 
 
Assistant Director: 

Louis & Linda Randall 
231-972-8742 

Patowôs Ponderings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
RIDING SEASON!!!!!!!!!!! OH ï YA!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
This is what we have been waiting for! ITôS HERE! Check over those 
Wings.  Do the T-CLOCK INSPECTION and include a check of yourself.  
Are you ready to ride?  Watch out for the other guy.  Drive 
DEFENCEVLY; watch out for sand or debris on the road.  Our first 
official ride is April 2, leaving Allendale High School at 6:30 sharp and 
heading for Popôs in Walker.  Saturday, April 19, is our CPR First Aid 
class.  We have room for more people; call me to see about getting you 
in.  The cost for the CPR class is $20 per person.  Saturday, April 26, is 
our Bike Clean-up at Hank & Carolôs home.  Sunday, April 27, is the 
Holland Blessing of the Bikes.  Lots of fun ahead, get ready to enjoy.  
Sign up on a the ride calendar to lead a ride.  Get out and sell Goldwing 
Raffle tickets ï if you need more see Mike Bursma.   
 
I AM READY TO RIDE!!!!!!  CALL ME!!!!!!!! 

Herm & Lori 

 

  

 George & Sandi Eisen 
Chapter ñOò 2008 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

 

 
Brad & Connie Garner 

2008 Michigan COY 



 

 

2008            APRIL           2008 

 
Sunday       Monday     Tuesday    Wednesday  Thursday    Friday        Saturday 
 

 

 1 2 

Popôs Diner 

Dick 

Wynsma 

 

Birthday  
Ron 

DeYoung 

3 4 5 

Anniv. 

Wynsma 

Morris 

Birthday  
Jean 

Wynsma 

6 

 
7 8 9 

Dinner 

Ride 

 

 

Birthday  

Ron Dailey 

 

10 

Birthday  

Tom 

Wilson      

Gayan 

Anys  

11 12 

Breakfast 

Gathering 

Yellow 

Jacket 9am 

 

13 14 15 

 

16 

Embassy 

Herm Patow 

 

Birthday  

Dorothy 

Potgeter     

Bob Rosales  

17 18 

 

19 

CPR Class 

at Herm & 

Lori Patow 

20 

 

21 22 

 

23 

Dinner 

Ride 

24 25 

 

26 

Bike Clean 

Up Day 
at Hank 

VanKampen 

27 

Lakeshore 

Blessing of 

the Bikes 

Ottawa Cty 

Fairgrounds 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

29 
 

30 

Dinner 

Ride 

   

 

 

FOR A CURRENT AND UPDATED CALENDAR 
VISIT OUR 
WEB SITE AT www.gwrra-
mi.org/chapter/O/index.htm. This calendar is 
updated as events change during the current 
month. If you have updates to the on-line calendar, 
please contact Connie Barber at 616-786-4918 or 
email: barber_74@hotmail.com 

 

http://www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/O/index.htm
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/O/index.htm


 

 

 
    MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

                                                By Jean Wynsma 
                                                                  

Nov 7   
 

April 2   Dinner ride - POPõS 

April 12  Breakfast meeting  

April 19  CPR class 

April 26  Bike clean up 

April 27  Blessing of the bikes  

May 4-5 Camping at Mecosta Pines 

 

April 2  ð Can you believe it is the FIRST  official ride of the season? We leave Allendale High School at 6:30 

sharp!  Remember, if the weather is not favorable for riding our bikes we still meet  only its  in the oleõ 

whimpmobile. The ride calendar is out and  our first ride will be to POPõs on Remembrance Rd.  

 

Speaking of the ride calendaré When it is passed around, donõt hesitate to sign up for a ride, the hardest 

part of being a leader is that first ride. Worried you will miss a turn, having to make a U -tur n, going to fast, 

or going to slow.  We have all been there. Take my word for it, after the first time it does come easier.    

 

April 12 ð Breakfast at Yellow Jacket 9:00 and meeting to follow  

 

April 19  ð CPR class at Herm & Loriõs. There are spots available if you have not signed up yet. Cost is $20.00 

per person. Call Herm ASAP so he can put you on the list. Those that did sign up, please is there by 8:45am 

because the class starts at 9:00. This will be about 6 ½ - 7 hours with a lunch break. Lori will pro vide BBQõs 

and pop. More at the meeting.  

 

April 26  ð Bike Clean Up at Hank & Carolõs. Get you bike all cleaned up and ready for the blessing. Need your 

oil changed? Light maintenance?  Also, Hank wants to remind everyone there will be a garden hose, water and 

soap if you need it! The fun starts at 1 and goes until 3. Come on over ð 1301 Augusta Ct.  Holland 49423.  

 

April 27  ð Lakeshore Blessing of the Bikes in Holland. What a great way to start our riding season by getting 

our bikes blessed. This is also a  great place to promote GWRRA and Chapter O. John B is coordinating this 

outing. We will have a tent, tables and chairs. Got bike tickets to sell? This is a great place to sell them. We 

sold lots last year. Got a bike to sell? I sold mine last year at the blessing.  The gates open at 10, but we are 

going to be there about 8:30 to set up. We could use some helpers.  More at the meeting.  

 

May 4,5  ð Chapter O and friends are going camping at Mecosta Pines in Morley. We have many laughs, make 

memories, eat too m uch food, good weather (sometimes not so good) great friends, and a nice relaxing night 

about the fire. Sound like something you might want to do? Call Carl & Mary. 616 -530 -6418 

We got our reservation letter from Mackinaw Motor Lodge . If you asked them la st year to hold you a 

room for you this year for the week -end of the midnight ride and did not receive a letter yet, give 

them a call. Also, if you want a room, give them a call at 1 -231-436 -5741, be sure to tell them you are with 

Chapter O.  

Got any ideas for this summer? Are you going on a long ride, overnight trip, or to a special event? Want to 

invite friends to go along? Let me know and I will put it on the calendar page.  

 

 



 

 

 

                           A TALE TO TELL 
   BY Dick Wynsma 

 
 
 
Sorry there will be no Tale to tell this month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winnerôs Circle 
 

 
 
Wednesday Night 50/50 Raffle: 
 March 5 ï Dick Wynsma  March 19 ï Bruce Bullard 
March Breakfast Gathering: 
 Chapter Pride ï Ron Dailey  --  Progressive ï Denny Barber  
 50/50 Raffle ï Taz Gleason  --  Goldwing Raffle ï Lori Walters 
March 15 Bowing Night: 
 50/50 Raffle ï Jan Rosales and Mike Bursma 
 
 
 
 
Thank you from Ron and Sharon DeYoung for all your support and for coming to the funeral 

home.  It is truly a sight to see when you all come into the room wearing your red.  THANK YOU!!! 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
BOWLING NIGHT AT HOLLAND BOWLING LANES ï AS YOU CAN SEE WE HAD WAY TOO MUCH 
FUN!!! 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

               THE SAFETY CORNER 
                                                               By Tom Anys  
 
 
 
    
 

Managing Risk 

 

Riding a motorcycle is risky.  According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 

motorcyclists are 8 times more likely to be injured in a crash than a car driver per vehicle mile traveled.  

Why then would we as motorcyclists expose ourselves to possible injury?  Because the risks can be 

managed to make riding relatively safe and the benefits outweigh the risks. 

An accurate definition of risk includes 3 factors:  the probability of a mishap, your risk exposure, 

and the consequences of being involved in a particular crash. 

Your risk exposure is closely tied to your riding environment.  Colliding with a vehicle is much 

more likely in a dense concentration of traffic. 

The consequences of a mishap vary depending on several factors the most obvious being speed.  

The other primary factor is whether you collide with a solid object, or slide to a stop without impact. 

Risk perception is formed by an individualôs attitude, experience, knowledge, and ability.  Risk 

acceptance is higher if there is significant benefit (the joy of riding a motorcycle), or if there is a sense of 

control (why people tend to fear flying more than driving). 

Most of us fall somewhere in between the range of very cautious, and reckless.  We tolerate a 

level of risk that allows us to enjoy the challenge of riding, but we arenôt willing to expose ourselves to 

excessive or unnecessary danger. 

Risk can be significantly reduced through well-developed skills.  Are you comfortable with your 

level of skill development?  Do you consider your skills to be proficient, or just adequate?  Here is where 

I would like to encourage everybody, no matter if you are relatively new to riding a motorcycle, an 

experienced veteran, or anybody in between, to take a Michigan Rider Education Course.  They are only 

$35.00, and the new skills, and confidence, that comes with it are well worth your time. 

There are two types of skills required to ride a motorcycle safely and skillfully.  Most people 

think about the physical skills, such as braking and cornering, but it also takes sharp mental skills and 

strategies to be safe in traffic and prepare you to handle hazards coming from all directions, by 

developing your strategies for survival, such as scanning aggressively for hazards, choosing effective 

lane positions, maintaining a safe following distance and covering your brakes. 

By understanding your attitudes toward risk, and recognizing your current level of risk 

acceptance, you can develop a positive relationship with risk, and implement useful risk reduction 

measures to make riding safer and more fun. 

 
Experts taken form Motorcycle Consumers News March 2008 

Risk revisited written by Ken Condon. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

          OUR ADVERTISERS  
                            THANK YOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


