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                              Chapter Gathering Information 

The Chapter O gathering is the 2
nd

 Saturday of the month. We have 
breakfast at 9:00 A.M. followed by our meeting.  Location: Yellow Jacket 
Inn 12011 Lake Michigan Drive. 
                                          Dinner Rides 

We ride every Wednesday, April through October.  We leave from the 
Allendale High School parking lot, 10760 68

th
 St. Allendale Mi. at 6:30. 

November – March: Dinner is on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesday. Location to be 

announced. 

     Chapter Staff 
 
Chapter Director: 

Herm & Lori Patow 
616-997-0548 
 
Assistant CDs 

Denny & Connie Barber 
616-786-4918 
Mike & Laurie Bursma 
616-892-7994 
 
Chapter Educator: 

Tom Anys 
616-772-4539 
 
Treasurer: 

Gayan Anys 
616-772-4539 
 
Med & PR 

John Boockmieier 
616-566-0374 
 
MI Wing News: 

Sandi Eisen 
616-791-7536 
 
Ride Coordinators: 

Steve & Barb Siegel 
616-399-9745 
 
We Care: 

Toni Guy 
616-283-4069 
 
Newsletter: 

Connie Barber 
616-786-4918 
 

50/50 
Kelly & Lynn Schaap 
John & Deb Oppenhuizen 
 
Web Master: 
CJ Shroll 
(616) 437-0305 

         GWRRA 
        Directors   

 
Region D: 

Tom & Sandy Taggart 
740-753-2214 
 
MI District: 

Chris & Sally Bobeck 
248-852-8537 
 
Assistant Director: 

Louis & Linda Randall 
231-972-8742 

Patow’s Ponderings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Welcome to a new year.  It’s a time for making memories, 
planning great trips and outings for the new riding season.  
Wherever your plans take you we hope you Enjoy the Ride 
and fellowship and arrive back home safely.  We had a 
great time this past year leading Chapter O and ended with 
a great Christmas Party.  With all the Weds. night rides, 
dinners, and other rides we enjoyed every minute with 
friends and fellowship and look forward to another great 
year in 2008.  Our new 2008 COY is George & Sandi Eisen. 
Congratulations!  As we prepare and plan the New Year, we 
have lots of room on our calendar for your ideas.  Starting  
in January, we are visiting Chapter N’s Gathering in 
Muskegon at Russ’s.  Let’s have a great turnout.  Then later 
in the month at Dick & Jean’s Card (food) Party.  Then at 
February’s gathering at the Yellow Jacket, we have Chapter 
N visiting us and our Seasoned Riders Seminar afterwards.  
Keep your eyes on the newsletter for more  
upcoming events and ENJOY THE RIDE! 

 

 
 Herm & Lori 

 

  

 

George & Sandi Eisen 
Chapter “O” 2008 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

 



 

 

2008      JANUARY  2008 

 
Sunday       Monday     Tuesday    Wednesday  Thursday    Friday        Saturday 
 

 

 1 2 

Trestle 

Stop - 

Hamilton                                                        

3 
Birthday 

Jim Pilafas 

 

4 5 
Anniversary 

Tom & 

Marilyn 

Moorman 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12   

Breakfast 

Gathering 

Musk. At 

Russ on 

M120 

Chapter N              

13 

Birthday 

Deb Eberly 

14 15 16 

Trestle 

Stop - 

Hamilton 

17 18 19 

CARD 

PARTY – 

Wynsma’s 

20 

Birthday 

CJ Shroll 

21 
Anniversary 

Ron & 

Barb 

Dailey 

22 

Birthday 

Jan 

Rosales 

 

23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

 

                                                                        

Learning from experience is a 
faculty almost never practiced. 

Barabara Tuchman 

The world is but a canvas to 
the imagination. 

Henry David Thoreau 



 

 

2008      FEBRUARY      2008 

 
Sunday       Monday     Tuesday    Wednesday  Thursday    Friday        Saturday 
 

 

    1 2 

3 4 5 6 

Village Inn 

Holland 

7 

Birthday 

Marilyn 

Moorman  

8 9 

Breakfast 

Gathering 

Yellow 

Jacket 9am 

Rider 

Seminar 

Progressive 

Dinner 

 

10 11 12 13 

Birthday 

Pam Karafa  

14 15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 19 

Birthday 

Connie 

Barber 

 

20 

Village Inn 

Holland 

21 22 

Birthday 

Ron 

Walters 

23 

24 25 26 27 
Anniversary 

Rich & Joan 

Smallenberg 

 

28 29  

 

FOR A CURRENT AND UPDATED CALENDAR 
VISIT OUR 
WEB SITE AT www.gwrra-
mi.org/chapter/O/index.htm. This calendar is 
updated as events change during the current 
month. If you have updates to the on-line calendar, 
please contact Connie Barber at 616-786-4918 or 
email: barber_74@hotmail.com 

 

http://www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/O/index.htm
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/O/index.htm


 

 

 
    MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

                                                By Jean Wynsma 
                                                                  

Nov 7   
Jan 2    Dinner - Trestle Stop      

Jan 12  Breakfast Gathering ð At Chapter N in Muskegon  

Jan 16  Dinner - Trestle Stop  

Jan 19  Wynsmaõs Card party 

Feb 6  Dinner ð Village Inn  

Feb 9  Breakfast Gathering  

Feb 9   Rider seminar  

Feb 9  Progressive dinner  

Feb 15-17 Wingless week-end 

Feb 20   Dinner - Village Inn  

March 15  Bowling 

 

JAN, FEB, & MARCH ð Winter dinner get togethers are on the first & third Wednesday night of the month. We meet 

at 6:30 at a restaurant as a chapter event ð if you do not want supper, come join us for dessert.. but what about the 

rest of the month? Well, we have to eat then too, so we have a supper get together with whoever wants to show up. (As 

this is not a scheduled chapter event we do not have a 50 -50 drawing) And as this is not a predet ermined location, you 

will have to call Herm or Denny or Mike to find out the location.   

Jan 2 ð Dinner at Trestle Stop in Hamilton @ 6:30  

Jan 12 -  Breakfast gathering  Weõre going to Chapter N for their breakfast meeting.. The breakfast starts at 9am at 

Russõ Restaurant North. 1499 E River Rd. North Muskegon.. (Go downstairs to the banquet room)  Directions are US 31 

and M120 ð east 1 block on the left side.  If you can carpool, that would be great. Herm & Lori will leave The Stable Inn 

parking lot on US 31 at 8:15am for all that would like to drive over and arrive together.  

Jan 16 -  Dinner at Trestle Stop in Hamilton @ 6:30  

Jan 19 ðThe Wynsmas will have their annual food party! Oops, I mean the annual Card party. Holidays all over.. break up 

the winter b lues and have fun. The fun starts at 6:30.. Bring a finger food to pass, pennies and we will provide pop & 

coffee if you want anything different, youõll have to bring that too. You say you donõt play cards.. Donõt worry, come on 

over anyway, we have Americade videos, past Chapter O Christmas parties and just a good time getting together.. Donõt 

know where we live? Give us a call 662 -0859 or we can give you directions at the Jan. meeting.  

Feb 6  ð Dinner at Village Inn ð The south end of Holland on Washington  St just north of 40 th   

Feb 9  ð Breakfast gathering  at the Yellow Jacket ð Chapter N, Muskegon, will join us for our breakfast meeting. Be 

sure to give them a warm chapter welcome and weõll show them what a great group we are.  Very short meeting to follow  

Feb 9  ð A Seasoned Rider Seminar will be held at the Yellow Jacket in the back room following our meeting. About 10:15. 

Tom Rushman will be our speaker. Open to riders & co -riders. Please plan on attending. Remember, riding a motorcycle is 

a never ending learning process.  

Feb 9 ð Progressive dinner ð WOW  what a busy dayé Never been to a progress dinner? We start at one house and have 

salad, then proceed to another house for the main course and then on to yet another house for dessert. Our progressive 

dinner will start at 4:00 at the Wynsmaõs.   There will be a sign up sheet at the Jan meeting, and if you can not attend 

the meeting we do need to know if you will be attending the dinner, so we can prepare food accordingly. Also, we will 

need a few food helpe rs to bring salad dressings, selected salad toppings for the first course, four soups, 

bread/crackers for the main course, and 4 desserts for the last course. There will also be a sign up sheet for food also. 

Any questions, please give me a call or e -mail.  

Feb 15 - 17  ð Wingless Week -end -The theme is Pajama Party. Fun starts Friday night and ends Saturday night with a 

Pajama Dinner. Sounds interesting!?!?! Sounds like fun..  

Feb 20  ð Dinner at Village Inn ð The south end of Holland on Washington St just nort h of 40 th  

 

Advance notice: March 15 -  Bowling ðmark the date, more info in the next letter  

 

 



 

 

Just a reminder  We are about the only chapter that doesnõt put on a fund raiser, so for us to have monies for our 

needs, everyone has to pitch in. Three events that  support Chapter O , As a chapter we enjoy riding as much as possible 

and of course eating out. One of the ways of supporting our chapter is buying 50 -50 tickets at all our chapter scheduled 

events. Our Breakfast gatherings, Wednesday night rides and Wednes day winter supper nights. 50 % of this money goes 

to the chapter and some lucky person wins the other 50%! This is only a portion of our treasury. Second, it is very 

important we all do our part selling bike tickets. As this is our ONLY money making event  for our chapter, it is 

imperative we all do our share. As a chapter we earn a portion of every ticket sold.  What does the chapter do with the 

money? Flowers & fruit baskets for family deaths & member hospital stays, birthday & anniversary  cards & postage  for 

members, printing of hard copies of the newsletter & postage, end of the season steak fry, meat & beverage & table 

ware for Chapter O events like the annual bonfire, card party and everything  for the Christmas party. (Wasnõt it a great 

party this year ?) Third , our advertisers also help contribute.. When using their services, please mention you saw their ad 

in the Chapter O newsletter.  

 

Also, at our December meeting there was a sigh up sheet to take a CPR class. Many have signed up and if you were not at 

the meeting, and you would like to sign up, please let Herm know ASAP.  The planning is in the works and we have to give 

them an exact  number of people attending so they can schedule instructors. One instructor per every 12 people.  

 

Got any ideas for t his summer? Are you going on a long ride, overnight trip, or to a special event?  

Want to invite friends to go along? Let me know and I will put it on the calendar page.    

 

                           A TALE TO TELL 
   BY Dick Wynsma 

 
 

 

 
Christmas comes but once a year, so Jean and I like to make the most of it. Most of you know that we put 

up a little extra stuff at our house at Christmas time. O ya, we have the tree and a few other Christmassy things 

here and there along with some outdoors light just like you do. But we also have a Christmas village that starts to 

appear just after Halloween. It seems to grow larger each year. By Thanksgiving, Jean has it all finished and then 

it’s time to throw the switch to light it up. It’s really cool and it will still be up for you to see on card party night.  

You may have a Santa or three on display; we display over 500 Santa’s each year. 

Christmas is also a time we get together with family and “O” friends, send out over 100 Christmas cards, 

attend Christmas programs at church and at the schools of our grandkids, and drop a few bucks into the red kettles 

while shopping. Shopping brings us to gift giving. When our kids were growing up we knew just what to buy for 

each of them to put that BIG smile on their face on Christmas morning. Then along came grandchildren. It was 

really fun and easy to buy for them when they were toddlers. Then they started to grow up, so we had them make 

out a Christmas wish list.  This made it easy to know just what to buy for each of them. However, it involves 

getting up at 3:30am on that day known as BLACK FRIDAY. You know, don’t you? Standing in line in the cold at 

4:00 a.m. along with three or four hundred other stupid people just to have a chance to buy that one item at the top 

of one of the list at a big savings, but there are only 50 of them and 150 people rushing for the same thing. You do 

know, don’t you?  Then it’s off to two or more other stores for the same reason.  After I’ve had it up to here it’s 

time to head to New Beginnings for breakfast. 

This system works up to about age 12. This year we have a new twist. Teenagers! They tell us that there is 

nothing we could buy that would be what they want, except that new play station or X boxes for something over 

$400. Now, that is cheaper than their two front teeth but still out of the range. The other thing that they will accept 

is a gift card to Rivertown Mall. This is easy enough but gives us no satisfaction of giving that perfect gift on 

Christmas Eve when we gather around our tree. Christmas morning we make the rounds to each of their homes to 

unwind knowing that we survived another Christmas and be thankful that Christmas comes but once a year. Oh no, 

tomorrow is the day after Christmas and that means standing in line at the shopping counter behind 100 other 

people. Then it’s shopping after Christmas sales. You do know, don’t you? 

 

TO ALL HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS! 

 



 

 

                                                                                     

What an awesome Chapter Christmas Party!  I had a great time!  Herm and Lori out did themselves and I 

want the give them a big THANK YOU!!!!  Thanks Iva B. for the very nice 2008 calendars! 

 

I want to congratulate all the Big Losers out there!  Congrats to Jean W. for being the winner - great job!  

May you all keep up the great work and continue to be an inspiration to the rest of us! 

 

Blooper Awards were great!  Thumper leash - Couple That Can’t Quit Smiling – Strawberry Tree?  They 

were great – thanks for putting that together Dick & Jean and Carl & Mary. 

 

Our DJ was fun!  He started the whole thing off with getting a few of us participating in a 

Scavenger/Musical Chair Game!  Watching those participating scurrying around looking for items that 

were being called off – Congrats to Herm for winning!!!!  There were special dances that were fun to 

watch and participate in!  A few of our strapping young fellows did a jig that had them on the floor 

rolling around!  

       Connie Barber  

 

“We had a great time, love the dancing and the food was wonderful too.  Great people, great food, and a 

great time.  P.S.  Next time ride a horse save a CD”  

       Carl & Mary 

 

We thought the party was great!!  We had an awesome time, and or course we laughed & ate a lot!  The 

DJ was great too.  We thought it was neat that he would get on the dance floor and show us the moves to 

different dances.  Keep up the great work; we look forward to next year.” 

       Kelly & Lynn 

 

“When we know that things are about to change, sometimes we can be too quick to pass judgment before 

we know the outcome.  This year’s “O” Christmas Party had some BIG changes and the outcome was 

better than anyone could have predicted.  We had more people then ever before at the party and we still 

had more room to roam than ever.  Our meal was as good or better then ever before and much better than 

Elvis.  All of the changes were for the good.  I believe everyone had a great time, and I hope that next 

year nothing changes.  Great Job “O” Staff.” 

       Dick Wynsma 

“It was a great party; we have some great dancers among us.  Food was good too.  Thanks Herm & Lori 

for the great job.  We also loved doing the bloopers.” 

       Dick & Jean 

 

Dear Chapter O Family, 

We would like to thank you for the wonderful Christmas gift. We look forward to finding 

something special that will remind us of all of you. Your friendship and support have been the best 

gift of all. We hope you have a fantastic new year! 

 Herm & Lori      
 

 

NOTICE: 

Starting March 2008 we will no longer mail the newsletters.  The newsletters will be available at the 

Breakfast Gathering or you can print it off the web page.  We will mail the newsletters to all the 

snowbirds while they are gone.  If you want to receive the newsletters and do not come to the Breakfast 

Gathering and do not have internet access there will be a yearly charge of $12 to cover postage and 

handling.                                                            



 

 

 

Love, Herm and Lor 

                 THE SAFETY CORNER 
                                                                 By Hank VanKampen  
 
 
 
    
 

 

Reminder to all Riders and Co-Riders; Chapter O is offering a Seasoned Rider 

Seminar on February 9 immediately after our Breakfast Gathering.  The 

seminar should conclude by noon. 

 

Gifts for the motorcyclists in your family – take a 3x5 card and write down 

items that they would like to have.  Keep the cards somewhere that everyone 

has access to.  This becomes a possible gift list and allows the person to 

specifically describe the desired item and possibly even where it should be 

attained. 

 

Beginning January 2008, Tom Anys will be Chapter O’s new Rider Educator. 

 

 

 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS GEORGE & SANDI EISEN! 

 

They have been nominated as Chapter Oôs 2008 ñCouple of the Yearò 

 
 

        

 



 

 

 

         OUR ADVERTISERS  
                            THANK YOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FOR SALE                  FOR SALE   
 
1998 Suzuki Intruder VS1400GL. 
Excellent shape, 5500 miles, spoke 
wheels, windshield, and leather bags. 
                    $4000.00 
Call Herm: 
(616) 997-0548 

 FOR SALE                                                         1984 Aspencade                  FOR SALE 

       25,000 Actual Miles 

          New Tires, timing belts, tune-up, fluid change 

                CB-Intercom-AM/FM radio 

              Custom Pinstripe 

              Many Extras & Manuals 

            Asking $4,500. 

          Call Tom Wilson 1-616-534-5568 

        GWRRA#239772 

                 
 

                       FOR SALE 
 

  FOR SALE 

FOR SALE     FOR SALE 
 
(2) Black Cherry helmets, XL and XXL 

both $80.00. 
(1) 5 pin J&M head set $40.00 
(1) 5 pin head set $20.00, (needs work on      

boom) still works. 
(1) Megellan 300R GPS (new) $100.00 

 
Contact: Lyle Blansham 
                (616) 797-9781 

 

FOR SALE     FOR SALE 

FOR SALE                  FOR SALE  
Cargo trailer tongue mounted cooler. 
Great condition; $50.00. 
 
Contact: Ron Dailey 

(213) 652-4052  

  FOR SALE              FOR SALE 
 

 1994 Aspencade  
65,000 Miles 
Candy Red   Nice pin stripping 
New tires and brakes       Drivers Back Rest 
Passengers Arm Rests    Luggage Rack 
CB Radio                           Large Windshield 
 

  $6,500.00 
Contact: 
Jim Pilafas 
(616) 889-5329 
 
  FOR SALE                                    FOR SALE                                
 

 



 

 

 

GWRRA 

NEWSLETTER 

 

  

Herm & Lori Patow 
13321 Trail Creek Pass 
Coopersville, MI 49404 

FUN  SAFETY  KNOWLEDGE  


