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                              Chapter Gathering Information 

The Chapter O gathering is the 2
nd

 Saturday of the month. We have 
breakfast at 9:00 A.M. followed by our meeting.  Location: Yellow Jacket 
Inn 12011 Lake Michigan Drive. 
                                          Dinner Rides 

We ride every Wednesday, April through October.  We leave from the 
Allendale High School parking lot, 10760 68

th
 St. Allendale Mi. at 6:30. 

November – March: Dinner is on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesday. Location to be 

announced. 

     Chapter Staff 
 
Chapter Director: 

Herm & Lori Patow 
616-997-0548 
 
Assistant CDs 

Denny & Connie Barber 
616-786-4918 
Mike & Laurie Bursma 
616-892-7994 
 
Chapter Educator: 

Tom Anys 
616-772-4539 
 
Treasurer: 

Gayan Anys 
616-772-4539 
 
Med & PR 

John Boockmeier 
616-566-0374 
 
MI Wing News: 

Sandi Eisen 
616-791-7536 
 
Ride Coordinators: 

Steve & Barb Siegel 
616-399-9745 
 
We Care: 

Toni Guy 
616-283-4069 
 
Newsletter: 

Connie Barber 
616-786-4918 
 
50/50 

Kelly & Lynn Schaap 
John & Deb Oppenhuizen 
 
Web Master: 

CJ Shroll 
(616) 437-0305 

         GWRRA 
        Directors   

 
Region D: 

Ron & Dianna Miller 
517-851-7276 
 
MI District: 

Chris & Sally Bobeck 
248-852-8537 
 
Assistant Director: 

Louis & Linda Randall 
231-972-8742 

Patow’s Ponderings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Well it’s finally June and it has to start warming up soon.  
We all have vacations and day trips to look forward to.  We 
had a nice turnout for the Holland Blessing of the Bikes.  
Lots of tickets were sold.  Any tickets and money need to be 
turned in to Mike by June 14.  Remember the money we 
make from selling tickets is our only income other than 
50/50 tickets.  We would like to thank you for your calls and 
concerns after Herm’s accident.  Your friendship means the 
world to us!  Let’s all have a great summer of FUN and 
making lots of memories.  See you riding SOON! 

Herm & Lori 

 

  

 George & Sandi Eisen 
Chapter “O” 2008 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

 

 
Brad & Connie Garner 

2008 Michigan COY 



 

 

2008              JUNE            2008 

 
Sunday       Monday     Tuesday    Wednesday  Thursday    Friday        Saturday 
1 
Birthday 
Hank Van 

Kampen 

 

 

2 3 
Birthday 
Joan 

Zwiers 

4 
Dinner Ride 

5 
Birthday 
Merritt 

Zwiers 

6 7 
Anniversary 

Steve & 

Barb Siegel 

8 

 
9 10 11 

Dinner Ride 

Carl Briggs 

Café Connect 

12 13 14 

Breakfast 

Gathering 

Asparagus 

Festival 

Jack Wood 
Anniversary 
Herm & 

Lori Patow 

15 16 
Anniversary 

Don & 

Cheryl 

Swierenga 
Birthday 
Steve Siegel 

17 

 

18 
Dinner Ride 

George Eisen 

Asian Grill 

19 20 
Anniversary 

Tom & 

Gayan Anys 

21 
Birthday 
Mike 

Bursma 

22 
Birthday 
Tom Guy 

23 
Anniversary 
Jim & Mary 

Lou Pilafas 

24 

 

25 
Brown Bag 

Dessert Ride 

Ken Heibel 
 

 

Birthday 
Cherly 

Swierenga 

26 
Anniversary 
Ken & 

Kathleen 

Heibel 

27 
Anniversary 
Bob & Jan 

Rosales 
Birthday 
Kathleen 

Heibel 

George 

Eisen 

28 

 

29 
Birthday 
Lori 

Walters 

30 

 
 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR A CURRENT AND UPDATED CALENDAR 
VISIT OUR 
WEB SITE AT www.gwrra-
mi.org/chapter/O/index.htm. This calendar is 
updated as events change during the current 
month. If you have updates to the on-line calendar, 
please contact Connie Barber at 616-786-4918 or 
email: barber_74@hotmail.com 

 

http://www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/O/index.htm
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/O/index.htm


 

 

 
    MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

                                                By Jean Wynsma 
                                                                  

Nov 7   

 

June 14 Breakfast meeting  

June 14 Asparagus Festival Parade  

June 14 Bike Raffle Tickets due  

June 21 G2 Chicken Run 

June 25  Brown bag & Dessert Auction  

June 29  D2 Ride to Hell & back  

July 2 -6 Wing Ding  

ôJuly 12 Breakfast meeting  

July  17 -19 MI District Rally ð West Branch MI  

July  26  Ride to Chase 

 

June 14 -  Breakfast meeting  at the Yellow Jacket  9:00am  meeting to follow  

June 14 ð Jack & Cyndie Wood will lead a ride to the Asparagus Festival  in Shelby right after th e 

meeting. Parade starts at 2:00 and afterwards lunch at the Brown Bear. We went last year and had 

a great time.  

June 14 ð ALL raffle tickets MUST  be turned iné. 

June 21 ð Chapter G2õs famous òChicken Runó at Edmore.  Lot of fun  

June 25 ð First brown bag  of the season.  On the last Wednesday of the months of June, July & 

August  we have a brown bag ride. The leader will pick a nice picnic area and we bring a picnic lunch. 

We will also have our dessert auction. Dessert should be for 2 or more. Please wrap yo ur dessert so 

it will be a surprise to the highest bidder. ( Please keep in mind you do not have to bring a 

dessert to go on the ride.. Also ,  if you do not bring a dessert you can still bid on a  dessert .) 

WHY DO WE HAVE A DESSERT AUCTION?  For the past sever al years, the radio station B -93 has 

had a roof sit to raise money for programs that provide services for abused children in the West 

Michigan area. As we are not sure if GWRRA is going to participate this year, we will continue to 

have the dessert auction  (who doesnõt like dessert???) and donate to a charity to be decided at a 

later date.  

June 29 ð D-2 Howell Wings Fun Run will go to Hell & Back . Ken might lead the ride. More info at 

the meeting.  

July 2 - 6  Wing Ding  ð Greensboro SC 

July 12 ð Breakfast mee ting  at the Yellow Jacket  at 9:00 am .. Meeting to follow  

July 11 - 13 ð Camping at Mecosta Pines, Call Mary Briggs 616 -530 -6418 for details.  

July 17 - 19 MI State Rally  in West Branch MI. Chapter O ha s intercom duty on Saturday July 19 

from 12 -4. Herm is looki ng for volunteers.. More on this at the June & July meetings  

July 26  ð Jack & Cyndie will be leading a ride to Chase (near Baldwin) more in the next newsletter  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

JUST FYI!!  

  

Midnight Ride  ð August 15 th  is the Midnight ride to the bridge. As in the past  many of us are 

staying at Mackinaw Motor Lodge. If you reserved a room last year and did not get a confirmation 

yet, call them. If you did not put in a reservation and you would like to go, Donna said she still has a 

couple of rooms and a few cottages lef t.  Give her a call  231 - 436 - 5741 . Be sure to tell them you 

are with Chapter O.  ( We saw Donna last week - end and she said if you are interested in 

staying at her place, call soon as she has a family planning a reunion the same week - end and 

if you wait too  long, rooms will be limited, if any)  

 

Chapter O campers : We will be camping at Bear Lake for the Labor Day week -end.. If you told me 

to get you a lot and did not send in your reservation, DO IT NOW . If you want to camp see me and 

I will get you the teleph one number. 

 

Chapter O Directory  ð If you have any updates to make to the phone directory or the emergency 

list ð please get them to me.  You can e -mail me the updates ð jeanw@altelco.net  
 

 



 

 

 

                           A TALE TO TELL 
   BY Dick Wynsma 

Sorry, no tale to tell this month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING OF THE BIKE – OTTAWA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 

 
 

 
 

Ottawa County Blessing of the Bikes raised $9,000 this year!  You can see more photos at 
Junebug.com.  There were 1100 motorcycles and 400 cars at the Blessing – the weather was 
dry but cold! 
 
Next year Chapter O hopes to have a Goldwing Corral style set up.  This is where we have our 
tent set up (thanks Herm) and our Goldwings circle around.  We sold approximately 300 
Goldwing Raffle tickets this year at the Blessing! 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Winner’s Circle 
 

 
 
Wednesday Night 50/50 Raffle: 
 April 30 – Gayan & Tom Anys  May 7 – Carl & Mary Briggs 
 May 14 -  Iva Barresi    May 21 – Deb & John Oppenhuizen 
 May 28 -  
  
May Breakfast Gathering: 
 Chapter Pride –  Herm Patow 
 Progressive –  Tom Anys 
 50/50 Raffle –  Joe Karafa 
 Goldwing Raffle –  Glenn Kortman 
 Membership Card Drawing – Tom Anys 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

               THE SAFETY CORNER 
                                                               By Tom Anys  
 
 
 

      
 
Chapter O needs to come up with an agreed procedure for allowing a new bike to join our group during a ride.   

 

Agreed to allow new bike to enter into group ride just before the tail gunner.  The tail gunner and lead bike 

need to be in communication during this situation. 

 

It was mentioned that State Staff can arrange for our chapter to have a Team Rider Seminar whenever we would 

like.  This can be done during one of our Breakfast Gatherings.  To be scheduled later. 

 

What to do when ridingéé 

 

Obstacles in road ï Lead bike and tail gunner need to stay in communications to inform riders of any 

oncoming obstacles so that sudden moves or drastic actions are not made that could cause change 

reactions. 

 

New rider wants to ride in a group ride ï Any new rider should be told the general rules for riding in a 

group.  It was mentioned earlier to have a business size card made up with a list of ñrulesò or simply have 

someone designated to talk to any new rider. 

 

When you hit your brakes be sure to look in your rearview mirrors to check what is behind you and if they 

see you slowing down.  

 

When changing lanes, donôt trust only your mirrors ï turn your head & look also. 

 

When pulling into a parking lot, go in as quickly as possible ï do not slow down and make the people 

behind you have to wait in the street. 

 

When sitting at a stoplight, have the bike in 1st gear,clutch pulled in, checking your mirrors for rapidly 

approching traffic, and be ready with an escape route in mind, if it looks like they aren't going to stop. 

 

When making a quick stop ï be sure to down shift to first gear . 

 

On a 2 lane roads, when meeting large vehicles, move over to the outside lane so that cars that are behind 

these large vehicles who want to pass, can see you. 

 

Stay far enough back from the vehicle in front of you, especially on highways, to avoid debris coming up 

behind vehicle in front of you.  If something comes suddenly that you do not have enough time to avoid, 

hitting straight on is better than hitting it at an angle.  If you hit something or hit a hole in the road ï be 

sure to stop as soon as you can to check your tires and rims for any damage.   

 



 

 

 

          OUR ADVERTISERS  
                            THANK YOU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
FOR SALE     FOR SALE 
 
(2) Black Cherry helmets, XL and XXL 

both $80.00. 
(1) 5 pin J&M head set $40.00 
(1) 5 pin head set $20.00, (needs work on      

boom) still works. 
(1) Megellan 300R GPS (new) $100.00 

 
Contact: Lyle Blansham 
                (616) 797-9781 

 

FOR SALE     FOR SALE 

FOR SALE                  FOR SALE  
Cargo trailer tongue mounted cooler. 
Great condition; $50.00. 
 
Contact: Ron Dailey 

(213) 652-4052  

  FOR SALE              FOR SALE 
 

 1994 Aspencade  
65,000 Miles 
Candy Red   Nice pin stripping 
New tires and brakes       Drivers Back Rest 
Passengers Arm Rests    Luggage Rack 
CB Radio                           Large Windshield 
 

  $6,500.00 
Contact: 
Jim Pilafas 
(616) 889-5329 
 
  FOR SALE                                    FOR SALE                                
 

 

FOR SALE  FOR SALE 

 

Sharp 1986 black Honda Rebel 

450 cc in excellent condition, with 

only 15,000 miles. 

 

PRICE:  $1,000.00 

 

1993 Teal Hannigan motorcycle 

trailer with Indian Theme.  

Beautiful and in excellent 

condition.  Originally matched teal 

1993 bike with Indian theme as 

well.  Paintings and design by 

artist Susan VanEpps of Iowa.  

She had done paintings all over 

the world. 

 

PRICE:  $2,000.00 

 

Contact: 

Jack Wood 

231-854-0107 



 

 

 

GWRRA 

NEWSLETTER 

 

  

Herm & Lori Patow 
13321 Trail Creek Pass 
Coopersville, MI 49404 

FUN ¶ SAFETY ¶ KNOWLEDGE  


