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An S2 First—Michigan District Traveling Plaque 
                                        By Raymond Foster 

 
On May 3, 2009 at 07:00 AM, Chapter S-2, “Motor City Wings” went to visit 

Chapter J, “Cascade Wings” to capture, and subsequently enter Chapter S-2’s name on the 
Michigan District Plaque.  To ensure that S-2 came back with the plaque, the following S2 
members went on this mission; Charles Edwards, Ron Cook, AJ, Riley, Ms Shirley, Papa 

Wade, Darryell Blackmon, Fred Wells, (who was not in the picture when it was taken) and me – Raymond 
Foster.  The travel requirements are that you must drive a minimum of 50 miles (by any means) with four 
members from your chapter to claim the plaque.  We traveled over 78 miles one way.  

Chapter J was a nice host and played by the rules giving us the much desired prize, the Michigan 
District Plaque, with a photograph as proof that we were the new temporary owners of the plaque.  As a rite 
of passage, the Motor City Wings have to enter a name plate with S-2 on the inside of the plaque.  Also we 
will add our chapter patch on the carry pouch to the list of other chapters who have claimed this right.  Keep 
in mind we left at 7:00 AM and none of us had yet eaten. On the way back to the Detroit area, famished, we 
stopped and ate breakfast at Big Boys – thanks Charles. 
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  NIGHTMARE RIDE 
 
                         By Willie E. Wooten 
 
 
 It was a warm, breezy spring morning.  I hadn’t ridden in quite a while due to 
ill health.  The sky was clear, birds were chirping and children were frolicking gaily 
about as I passed local neighborhoods on my way to the interstate.  It was a great day 
for a ride. 
 As I measured traffic before merging onto the roadway, I could feel the steady 

pounding of my heart, the mild twitching in my fingers and the warmth in my head as I twisted the throttle in 
the wake of passing traffic.  My engine belched its approval and sang a pinging song of readiness for the ride.  
I was, once again, embracing the ritual of a spring rite of passage. 
 The feel of the pavement felt exuberating beneath my tires.  The tires sang a whining harmony upon 
each stretch of asphalt.  Satisfaction was felt in every conquered mile.  My bike, the highway and my mind 
were locked in rhythm. 
 As I eased into each stretch and turn my mind sank deeper into relaxed quiescence.  Yes, this was 
where I wanted to be.  It would be a while before I stirred from the roadway, miles before any rousing could 
distract my travel. 
 Upon entering the next township I could see a huge traffic backup.  My head became hot as I prepared 
to react.  In a flash I snatched a fistful of brake lever heaving it toward the handlebar.  Simultaneously, I stood 
up on the foot brake, all in an effort to stop the bike’s forward travel.  I writhed and squirmed as I did it all, 
but a patch of road oil compromised my control of the motorcycle.  Suddenly I was sliding along the interstate 
glancing at my bike as it flipped end over end behind me.  I could feel myself being shaken, but I was slow to 
respond.  When I finally began stirring I could hear, “Willie, Willie, wake up!”  It was the voice of my wife, 
Gayle.  She could hear me screaming, loudly, in my sleep.  She called out as she shook me repeatedly:  “You 
are having a nightmare, wake up!”  “Do you hear me, Wake up!”  
 Although the above incident is entirely a figment of my imagination, it is not a fruitless scenario and 
there are some things we must be aware of if we are to continue many years of safe accident free motorcycle 
riding.  One thing is that no matter how beautiful the weather appears we can never lose sight of our 
environment, so much so, that we forget the numerous basic dangers awaiting motorcyclists.  Another is that 
despite the thrill we get from riding our bikes we can never allow our enthusiasm to lull us into a state of 
sluggish awareness.  We must constantly maintain a state of disciplined readiness.  None of us wants this 
dream to become our reality.  Stay alert, ride safely, and remember to bring ‘em back alive. 
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S-2 Captures the Great Lakes Region D 
Traveling Plaque (S-TOO) 

 By Raymond Foster 

 

 
Shortly after capturing the Michigan District Traveling Plaque, the Motor City Wings were assigned a 

new mission.  We chose to accept the mission…the mission took place on May 5, 2009.  The Motor City 
Wings, Chapter S-2 made their mark again in claiming the Great Lakes Region D Traveling Plaque.  The 
following S-2 members were part of this rare honor; Phillip Wade and Ms Shirley Riggins, AJ, John Lee, 
Dwight and Clem Simpson, Chris Simpson, Darryell and Tracey Blackmon, Tommy “Two Knees”, Donald 
Foster, and me, Raymond Foster. 

We traveled 201 miles from our rally point to the meeting site of Chapter D-2 which holds a monthly 
meeting every second Monday of the month at Pizza Hut in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  D-2 was great, they made 
jest of the plaque’s location, even challenged how far S-2 had traveled to claim the traveling plaque.  But in 
the end, S-2 got what they traveled 201 miles for; the Great Lakes Region D Traveling Plaque. 

All bragging aside, what the members of S-2 really took away from this exercise is that we gained 
some new friends.  One of the other good things about traveling to other chapter locations is that the traveling 
chapter gets to meet members from across the state or region and have a great time interacting with other 
GWRRA members.  In doing so, this act drives home that GWRRA is a worldwide organization of people 
dedicated to FUN-SAFETY-KNOWLEDGE. 

From the time S-2 went to lay claim to the Great Lakes Region D Traveling Plaque, we had FUN 
together; we were safe while riding to the site together; and we gained firsthand knowledge about other 
members, locations, and just what being a member of GWRRA is really all about together - FUN-SAFETY-
KNOWLEDGE. 

In closing, Tommy Two Knees bike had mechanical problems and his Gold Wing had to be trailered 
back to the Detroit area.  Without a second thought the CD of chapter D-2 willingly provided Tommy with his 
trailer so that we could bring Tommy’s Gold Wing back with us. Thank you Arnold & Joyce Danner for 
showing us so much love. 
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The MOTOR CITY WINGS, CHAPTER S-2, 
GRACIOUSLY TURN OVER  2 TRAVELING 

PLAQUES 
By Janice Lewis 

 
On Saturday, June 12, 2009, S-2 played host to Chapter V.  Chapter V had not come merely to visit 

our chapter, they were actually “killing two birds with one stone,” so to speak.  They had ridden more that 50 
miles to our breakfast meeting in order to capture the Michigan Dristrict Plaque as well as the Regional 
Plaque  (Editor’s Note --Yes, we had them both).  After a lot of good natured teasing, S-2 reluctantly turned 
over the plaques. 
 
 
 

      
 
Chapter Director, Charles Edwards, reluctantly gives           While it appears that the police were called in regarding 
up the two traveling plaques to members of Chapter V.         theft of the plaques, it is merely ACD, Ilaseo Lewis,  

          (dressed for work) reading text from the plaque before  
           relinquisihing it to our good friends from Chapter V. 

 
 

 
 

Following the transfer of the traveling plaques, Chapter 
    V rode with S-2 members to Port Huron. 
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RON, THE LONE RANGER RIDES AGAIN 
By Ron Cook 

                                                                
    After last minute planning, I made the trip to the Tulsa Wing Ding. It was 
a solo trip so I got an early start.  On Monday at 4:00 AM, it was a little 
cool, but just right for a motorcycle ride.  After a good day-long ride, I 
stopped for the night in the St Louis area.  The next day, I had another early 
start.  I made it to Joplin Missouri before the temperature reached 80.  
Surprisingly, the speed limit on the Will Rogers Freeway was 75, yet I kept 
my speed down, determined to enjoy the ride and not the wind.  When I 
arrived the temperature had reached 95.  With the aid of other wingers, I 
quickly found a hotel room; no problem that I had no reservation.  On 

opening day I was able to meet up with fellow S-2 members, Luther and Cindy.  Luther and Cynthia had just 
made it in on their trike.  I also connected with former S-2 members, Harvey Hollins and his wife, who rode 
in on their trike from their new home in Las Vegas.  

Of course, I met up with many other chapters from Michigan and exchanged road stories.  
Anticipating worse weather for the weekend of July 4th, I started back early on July 3rd, after two and a half 
days.  The ride was a little damp between Tulsa and Joplin, but after that, I had dry weather and good riding 
all the way home!      

The Hot Dog Run 
                                            By Raymond Foster 

 
It was around 9:30 AM Saturday on April 18, 2009 when Darryell Blackmon gave 

me a call to take part in a run to Homer, Michigan to visit his wife Tracey Blackmon who 
was spending some quality time with her father.  After Darryell had invited a number of S2 
members to ride out with him, the following persons took part in what I will call “The Hot 

Dog Run”.  Anthony “Sir Anthony” Simpson and Linda “Ms Linda” Simpson; Darryl from Pontiac; Stephen 
“GET1” Simpson; Phillip “Papa Wade” Wade and Shirley “Ms Shirley” Riggins who was in Ohio when they 
got the call, Ken and Louis, who we picked – up along the way; Darryell who was our sponsor; and me 
Raymond “Dirty Red” Foster.  The other people who started out with us but didn’t make the entire run were 
Riley Palmer and another guy who we met in Westland on a blue Gold Wing motorcycle, who we didn’t 
know.  We had a great time, too bad more S-2 members couldn’t make this run. 

En route we saw a large group of Buffalo Solider Motorcyclists riding back towards I-94; there were a 
lot of bikes out this day.  After arriving at the Lighthouse Village� located at 1001 24 Mile Road in Homer, 
Michigan, which is about 95 miles from Detroit.  We were graced with a comfortable peak temperature 
around 75°F.  Once there, our host Larry Moss, his wife; Tracey and her sister, made everyone feel right at 
home.  For starters, we ate hot dogs, hamburgers and or chicken with chips; and had the option of water, pop 
or Miller Highlight Beer.  S-2 being S-2, some ate as many as four hot dogs along with all of the other fine 
food served up – LOL � .  Following good eating, we played Texas Whist; the rules are simple:  every person 
plays for him/her self; there are no partners.  You have to take three books to keep your set, both jokers are 
removed from the deck and the last card is trump – uptown only.  Everyone enjoyed themselves, playing 
Texas Whist, joking around, and eating the fine food.  By the way some of the activities at this location are a 
nice lake for fishing (no gas powered vehicles allowed), pond, clubhouse, swimming pool, miniature golf, 
sand volleyball, weekly softball games (summer), bingo, tennis courts and the list goes on.  After enjoying 
everyone’s company, we were served more food; rib tips, baked beans with ground beef, 
cold slaw and or potato salad, and the other food—and there was still plenty left.  For a 200 
mile run, it was well worth every mile that we had ridden to get back home.  Darryell you 
out-did yourself.  S-2 loves you, man.   
 
 
 

        Darryell Blackmon 
 



From the Chapter Director 
 

                    Charles Edwards 
 

Our meeting spot is Kerby’s Coney Island  located at 25050 Northwestern 
Highway (2 blocks west of Evergreen and half a block north of 10 Mile Road).  We 
meet there on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month, 10:00 AM.  So, come on and join 
us for breakfast, Fun, Safety, and Knowledge.  And lastly, a special thanks to Raymond 
(Dirty Red) Foster for supplying us with so many articles this month. 

 
 
 

                                     From the Sunshine Lady 

                                                         Ms. Clem 
 
 
Those celebrating birthdays in March, April, May and June of 2009: 
 
Lorenzo Veal            -07/08 
Gale Moore               -07/11    
Wanda Slack-Wells  -07/17 
Ernest Cornelius       -07/19 
Arnold Collins (AJ)  -07/23  
Charles Mason          -07/26 
Riley Palmer             -08/05 
Roman Avant            -08/13 
Ilaseo Lewis              -08/24 

 
Happy Birthday to each of you and many glorious returns of the day; Please, call or see Ms. Clem if you have not informed her of 
your birthday. 
 
We’d like to say best wishes to Mason after a recent stay in the hospital; everything appears to be in order. 
 
Have a safe and fun filled riding season everyone. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND RIDES—BE 
READY 

 
 

July 25, 2009  Chapter H-2, (Ohio)Monthly mtg. ,   After S-2’s Saturday mtg. 
   Shaker Hgts. OH 
 
July 29, 2009  Ladies Nite Out    White Castle lot, I-96 & Telegraph 
@ 7:00pm        6:00PM 
 
July 30 thru  GWRRA Michigan District Rally  White Castle lot, I-96 & Telegraph 
August 1, 2009 Ogemaw County Fairgrounds, MI  6:00PM 
 
 
August 2, 2009  Chapter P's Monthly Meeting   White Castle lot, I-96 & Telegraph 
@ 9:00am  Holiday Inn 2537 Rochester Ct. Troy, MI  8:15AM 
 
August 5, 2009   Chapter E's Ice Cream Run   White Castle lot, I-96 & Telegraph 
@ 9;00AM  Oakland International Airport   6:00PM 
 
          
August 12, 2009  Ladies Nite Out    White Castle lot, I-96 & Telegraph 
@ 7:00pm        6:00PM 
  
August 23, 2009  Michigan Ride for Kids   White Castle lot, I-96 & Telegraph 
@ 8:00am  Washtenaw Community College   7:00AM 
 
August 26, 2009  Chapter A's Ice Cream Run   White Castle lot, I-96 & Telegraph 
@ 6:30pm  McDonalds on 14 mile rd. near Van Dyke  6:00PM 
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