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Brad and Connie Garner

Well here we are nearing the end of the riding season already! You know what they
say, “time flies when you’re having fun” and we sure have been having a lot of fun!
As we sat down to write our last article as your Chapter Directors, we started reflecting
back over the past year and what a whirlwind of activity it has been for us to say the
least. January started off with us being sworn in as your new chapter directors
accompanied by chapter fun nights, dinner rides and our CPR/First Aid class. February
found us in our Red Flannel PJs at Wingless Weekend highlighted by being selected
as the Michigan District Couple of the Year and then we were off to attend chapter
anniversary parties. In March we found ourselves in Florida visiting with our Florida
GWRRA friends at their gatherings and at the Florida District Rally and some more
chapter anniversary parties back here in Michigan. April was time for Brad to head to
the Tennessee District Rally in Pigeon Forge with the chapter men while Connie
headed to Chicago with the chapter women for some shopping and then we off to more
chapter anniversary parties. May found us busy with the Annual Chapter Breakfast,
Relay For Life, Memorial Day Parade, a trip to Portland for the Indiana District Rally
and of course more chapter anniversary parties. June was filled with chapter rides, a
trip to Marietta for the Ohio District Rally and an ARC Course in Stockbridge. July
found us headed south to Greenville for Wing Ding then north to West Branch for the
Michigan District Rally and lots of fun runs throughout the month. August brought more
chapter fun runs and picnics and continued on with Brad attending “hell week” as it’s
called by some, where he completed the training and became a GWRRA Rider Course
Instructor. August wound down with a trip to Tiffin, Ohio to attend the Region D Rally
where we were selected as the new Region D Couple of the Year! August also
brought us a big surprise; being asked by our new District Directors, Tom and Shelly
Rushman to serve on their staff as Assistant District Directors for the Southeast
Section. September has already found us in Ontario Canada visiting our Canadian
GWRRA friends. Another Chapter W Toy Run has come and gone and as we write this
article for the newsletter we are packing the camper for another Chapter W campout
and then we’re off to Harrison Lake State Park. Like we said, it’s been quite a year and
it’s not over yet!
As we pass the responsibilities of leading the chapter over to Craig and Debbie White,
we want you all to know how much the last three years on the operations staff here at
Chapter W (the first two as your ACDs and the last one as your CDs) have meant to
us. It has been a memorable time for us filled with a lot of laughter, a few tears and
memories that will last a lifetime. We sincerely have considered it an honor to serve
as your Chapter Directors.
We are very excited about the next phase of our journey in GWRRA as your new
Assistant District Directors. Remember, we are here for you and our door is always
open.
Brad and Connie
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Craig & Debbie White

WOW! What a month! Region D Rally started with a bang with Brad & Connie winning
Region D Couple of the Year and it never slowed from there. On Friday, after opening
ceremonies, 2 bikes went on a 110 mile ride and saw 4 covered bridges and lots of very
narrow, paved roads which were better than the best roads in Michigan. Although the
weather was warm and there was only 1 stop to get anything to drink, the ride was very
enjoyable. Saturday brought another warm day so 2 bikes again took the 60 mile ride
in the morning and the rest of Chapter W did the 110 mile, only to meet up at the 1 and
only stop on both routes. Our Toy Run, shirts which was the attire for the day stuck out
very well amongst all the other chapters. After we all got back to the rally, we decided
to sign up for the trike drags and the trike-ter pull. We had both men and women teams
and fun and laughter was had by all in attendance! Bob Kinsey showed all the men
how to pull weight using a tricycle. He pulled a little over 21 feet and although he didn’t
win, that was the best for Chapter W. In the trike drags, all of Chapter W made the first
cut and although we didn’t win, Chapter W was well represented.
We all came home and started making final preparations for our Toy Run. Everything
that we had control over came through without a hitch. The only thing that we did not
have control over was the weather and who would have thought that it took Ike 5 days
to cross the Gulf and only 1 ½ days to reach Michigan. Fun was still had by all in
attendance and although attendance was down, it was still a good turnout. A big
thanks to all of the Chapter for all your hard work and dedication to pull something off
of this magnitude and make it look easy.
As most of you, if not all, know – Brad & Connie have been appointed as Assistant
District Directors of our area and we have been asked to move up to Chapter Directors.
We thought that we had 3 years to prepare but change is inevitable and we feel we are
as prepared as we ever will be to help continue what Brad & Connie have been able to
do in the last year. We would like to thank Brad & Connie for all they have done and
that all of their hard work and dedication has not been unnoticed.

Craig & Debbie White
(517) 263-3510

2008 Couple of the Year
Craig & Debbie White

“Smile...it’s only a little rain!”
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“Only a little rain huh?”
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Fred and Randa Probst

What, Me Worry? Yes, You’d Better!
Taken from: September Issue of RIDER ED DIRECT

Level I
Safety by Commitment

Level II
Safety by Education

Level III
Safety by Preparedness

Level IV
Safety by Enhanced
Commitment and Preparedness
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In GWRRA we are always doing things in groups. We meet our fellow chapter members
and ride together for a weekly dinner run. Or we join each other for a weekend breakfast
before going on a run. Or we make an ice cream run together on a weekly basis. Most
chapters have this kind of camaraderie and fellowship in one form or another. Then there
are the monthly Gatherings where we meet and eat and have fun. And the rides to visit
other chapters and support them at their Fun Run or Anniversary Party or Pig Out, and
various other events that chapters put on. Most of the time we ride together in groups to
and from our destination.
Whenever we ride in groups, someone is in the Lead. Hopefully, it is one of our GWRRAtrained Road Captains. In our chapter, it is someone whom we trust, respect and have
confidence in. Someone with good judgment who is prepared to lead the group from the
starting point all the way to our destination. Someone who has a planned a route and
shares it with all who join the ride. S/He holds a pre-ride meeting with all participants to
tell us the route, advise us of any stops along the way, and discuss our speed on the
road. Our Lead may ask questions about who is on medication, who may need to stop at
shorter intervals (perhaps due to a smaller gas tank), who has a CB radio, and who does
not, etc. Our Road Captain covers hand signals for riders that are new to our group, too.
Our Road Captain has been leading our rides for a few years. We don’t think twice about
following him/her because s/he never lets us down. We always arrive safely when we
follow our Road Captain. We are very fortunate to have such a Road Captain in the Lead!
We also have another Road Captain, trained in the GWRRA way, to bring up the rear of
the group. (This is our Drag bike, or Tail Gunner.) These two work together like Lennon
and McCartney. The Drag seems to know what the Lead is thinking, securing the lane
almost as the thought passes through the mind of our Lead. They communicate well with
each other. They let the group know what is going on around them. They inform us about
things, like telling us we will be turning – in advance of the turn; when a car is attempting
to pass the group on a 2-lane road; or when a car is passing on the right when we are on
the highway. Our Lead and Drag are always making us aware of hazards on the road and
around us. We know they are looking out of the safety of the group. With Road Captains
of this caliber, we feel very safe. We know we can enjoy the ride and watch the scenery
with these two in charge.
Wait! Stop right there! We all need to remember that even those of us in the middle of
the formation have responsibilities. We are responsible to pass on the hand signals from
the Lead, such as for single file, stagger formation, pointing out potholes and road kill,
sand in the corners, and other hazards, etc. We need to be aware who we are riding with,
too. The burden is not all on the Road Captains. We cannot sleep because we ride in the
middle of the pack. We need to maintain safe spacing with the other bikes around us. And
most importantly, we need to ride our own ride. We must stay alert. Hazards don’t always
appear in front of the Lead bike. Sometimes they come at the riders in the middle of the
group. We need to be aware of our surroundings and ready to react to the unexpected at
all times. We must remember that, just because our Road Captain is leading us, we are
not excused from thinking for ourselves and riding our own ride. We are all responsible for
our own safety at all times. Never give that responsibility away. It is nice to have someone
willing to help look out for your safety, but ultimately, it is your life. Guard it wisely! Be sure
to ride your own ride, even in Team Riding!
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Held August 21-23, 2008 at Seneca County Fairgrounds in Tiffin, Ohio
Rally Statistics…….
This year attendance: 1,102
Awards given out: 157
Number of Bikes in Light Parade: 237

Chapter W stops for a picture
on the way to Opening Ceremonies

Brenda gives it her all during the Trike Pull

Our Lady Trikesters
September 2008

Region D Couple of the Year: Brad and Connie Garner
Master Breakfast Attendance: 133 Masters
Funds raised to “Send your instructor to Camp”: $900.00

Brad and Connie compete for
Region D Couple of the Year

Craig gives it his best try

Our Men Trikesters
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Another Chapter W Toy Run has come and gone. We had 153 registered Riders and Passengers and an “Uninvited
Guest” named “IKE” at our annual event this year. But in spite of “IKE” we didn’t let a little rain stop us from having a
good time! We welcomed our guests Michigan District Directors; Tom and Shelly Rushman along with Assistant District
Directors; Gayle and Dennis Jisa, District Treasurer; George and Claudia Ellison, District Educators; Randy and Lori
Wescott, Assistant District Educators; Dan McClure and Linda Flavin, Rider Ed Ambassadors; Ron and Jan Smith and
members from Michigan Chapter A, A2, C, D2, E, J, P, W2, Ohio Chapter Y2, the CMA-Iron Saints, CMA Lord’s Legion,
Eagle Riders, Irish Hills HOGS, AMA, Crossroads Cruisers, Forged Alliance and many individuals not affiliated with any
group. Along with some hugs we gave away a lot of prizes to some lucky winners! A big THANK YOU to everyone for
all your hard work and effort and especially to Ed and Vicki Philo our Toy Run Chairs for a “Job Well Done”!

September 2008
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Guess who turned 50 during the
Region D Rally -“Happy Birthday Ed”

Karen checks out the Covered
Bridge while on the ride at the Rally

Fifth Third Field Welcomed Chapter W to the
Mud Hens Game on August 27th

Bob powers his way to the finish line
at the Region D Rally Trike Pulls
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Chapter Members gather at the Pavillion
during the Region D Rally

After dinner at Tony Packos, Chapter W Members
enjoyed an evening at the ball park

Donna and Dave perform their
version of ”Singing in the Rain”
at the Toy Run

“Birthday Boy” Brad shows off his hat
that chapter members gave him to
wear at the Toy Run
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Upcoming Rides and Events:

September 27th

Chapter W Ride to Mongolian Grill in Ann Arbor

October 4th

DR J Fun Run in Potterville, MI **

October 5th

Chapter H (Livonia) 25th Anniversary Fun Run and Picnic **

October 11th

Chapter F 20th Annual Hoe Down in Marine City

October 12th

Chapter W Monthly gathering at VFW

October 18th

Chapter U (St. Johns) Anniversary Party **

October 25th

Chapter F2 (Davison) Fall Spectacular in Clio **

** (For more information on these events go to the events page on the Michigan District Website at www.gwrra-mi.org)

The Chapter W “Food Crew”

September 2008
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Chapter W held it’s Annual Campout and Picnic the weekend of September 19 thru 21 at Harrison Lake State Park in
Fayette, Ohio. We couldn’t have asked for better weather for the occasion. Warm temperatures and beautiful blue skies
were upon us all weekend. (I guess Mother nature thought she owed us one after sending “Ike” to our Toy Run the
weekend before) Six chapter couples spent the weekend camping while other chapter members just came for a visit and
to enjoy the nightly bonfires. Once again Jim and Mindy Rapp supplied us with fresh Walleye for our fish fry on Saturday
evening. The fish along with all the other great food dishes brought by chapter members was a delicious feast enjoyed
by all who attended. A Big THANK YOU to Jim and Mindy for the fish and to all the chapter chapters who participated
and supplied us with some wonderful food. It was a great weekend!

September 2008
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FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE
Visit Chapter W
Monthly gatherings: Held the 2nd Sunday of every
month at 9:00 a.m. at the VFW Hall located at
726 N. Main Street in Adrian.
On the web:
September 2008

www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/w
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