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Craig White

The weather has turned cold, the snow has shown its ugly head and the road crews
have put their mark on the roads with salt. This all makes riding our motorcycles
almost impossible. I know that there are some who will ride no matter what, but
most of us put our motorcycles in nice warm places and wait for warmer weather
that late April or early May bring. We use this time to do the things to our bikes
that we have put off while riding season was here. This is also a great time to reflect on the past riding season and remember all the good times that we have enjoyed on our motorcycles and the great times that we have spent with friends. As
2008 comes to a close remember the Chapter breakfast, the Toy Run, and the
Chapter campout that we enjoyed as a Chapter. Some of these activities required a
lot of hard work, more for some than others, and most of all, we had fun. Laughter
was heard at all the events, and a good time was also had. 2009 looks to be another
great year for Chapter W with all the same activities on the calendar and maybe
one or two others that are yet to be named. I am in high hopes to have at least as
much fun as I did in years past and hopefully more as I hope to be more active in
other chapter’s events. I would like to challenge each and every Chapter W member to attend one other chapter’s event during 2009. There are many to choose
from, whether it be a Fun Run, an Anniversary Party, a chapter picnic, or some
other chapter event. You will meet new friends and old friends alike. It also shows
other chapters that Chapter W helps support other chapter’s events so that when
we have events, they may also support ours. You will also see how other chapters do
things and maybe even get ideas to help make our events even better.
This time of year also allows us to remember and reflect the true “Reason for the
Season”. May all in the GWRRA organization and the members of Chapter W have a
Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

Sincerely Your Chapter Director,

Craig White
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Congratulations to our
NEW Chapter W
2009 Couple of the Year
Ed & Vicki Philo

Ed & Vicki Philo

HELLO EVERYONE
With everything going on this time
of year it can be hard to think. Some of my
time is spent on remembering the fun we had
last year at the events we attended. If you
have not been to the Michigan district or the
Region D rallies you missed out. The seminars and rides, Top Gun, COY, and other activities will keep you hopping all weekend.
One of my favorites was the tractor pulls and
races.
Last year was great, and very exciting
for us. When we helped at our events we
couldn’t have known where that would lead.
We thank you all for having us as your ACD
and now your COY for 2009. We have some
big shoes to fill. All of you that have gone
before us have raised the bar, and we will do
our best to represent you all.
With that said, this is also a time to look at next year. We are making
plans and trying to sort out our calendar. Nobody can be at every ride or fundraiser. Wingless Weekend is Feb. 6th & 7th, Region D Work Shop is March 28th,
Wing Ding 31 is July 2-5. Then the MI. District Rally will be July 30 to Aug 1st.
Our Toy Run and the Region D Rally are in September. Add to that as many
other chapter events and dinner rides as we can and this looks to be a busy year.
I’m sure I have left out some others and the list keeps getting longer.
The GWRRA’S slogan for 2009 is “EVERY MEMBER MATTERS”.
This is certainly true! Each and every one of you brings something to our chapter and GWRRA. We look forward to some great times in 2009 and beyond.
Have a safe and wonderful holiday season.

Ed & Vicki
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Fred & Randa Probst

Level I
Safety by Commitment

Motorcyclist Offers Apology and Restitution to Members of DUMB
Guest Column Larry Supina

Level II
Safety by Education

Level III
Safety by Preparedness

Level IV
Safety by Enhanced
Commitment and Preparedness

An apology is in order, so, please, forgive me. It was not until this morning on my ride to work
that I fully understood I was in error. Yes, I’ve noticed that there are many very busy and important people on the roads. You all are hard to miss with the cell phones, laptops, breakfast bars,
coffee, cigarettes and all, but until now, I didn’t realize I was causing so much trouble for you
busy, multitasking drivers.
I figured it out this morning, thanks to the nice lady working on the laptop who needed the lane I
was in. First, ma’am let me say that when I honked at you from the shoulder, I didn’t mean to
startle you. My intent was just to give you a little beep to let you know the lane was all yours.
But I was braking so hard, I couldn’t lift my thumb off the horn button. My bad. I didn’t mean to
cause you to nearly hit the guy talking on the cell phone. You know he was smoking and talking
as he moved his SUV right into the space you had just left. Anyway, the good news is, that’s
when I realized all of you multitasking drivers must be texting each other about intended lane
changes and running traffic lights and stop signs and such. I’m sorry; I’m still using old fashioned blinkers. I didn’t realize you needed some time to e-notify that guy that you needed the
lane back. I really messed it up for both of you!
I can only say that the guard rail was a little distracting and I was only thinking about myself. I’ll
try harder next time. Like I said, I didn’t know that was how you multitasking drivers were communicating. It must have been in an e-mail, but my laptop fell off my tank and I haven’t replaced
it.
However, I have a solution. I know many of you are so busy and important that you have no
choice- you have to eat, work, talk, read and do lots of other really important things as you drive.
Those of us who use the road only for traveling would be happy to stay out of your way: we just
need to know you’re coming.
A little visual clue would help-I was thinking of a bumper sticker. That way, everyone could
identify you as Drivers Utilizing Multiple Behaviors.
Of course, that’s a little long, so we’d cut it down to an acronym—DUMB.
If you’d place stickers on the front, back and maybe the sides of your car, the rest of us would
know not to interfere with you on the road.
I think it’s such a good idea; I’ll pay for the bumper stickers and even put them on for you.
Deal???
Again, I’m sorry I got in your way. I’ll try harder to see you coming from now on. I
promise!
Larry Supina is an Amarillo resident. He works as a safety manager at Pantex.

Fred & Randa
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Holiday Message from our State Directors
Rushman’s Ramblin’s
As we approach the Christmas Holiday Season and
the end of 2008, we think back over the years to the
things that have changed our lives. One of the most
significant of these was GWRRA but we certainly didn’t realize it at the time we joined. In 1993, when we
started riding with Chapter H2, we could never have
dreamed that it would have such a major impact on
our future. We were quickly introduced to “Group Riding” and then came the District and Region Rallies
and our first Midnight Ride with Chapter G – What an
experience. Then we learned about Wing Ding.
WOW! Along the way we were brought into the Rider
Education Program (and we really thought we knew
how to ride our bikes.)
We were having a great time riding with this group,
learning and helping out in various Chapter Staff positions and thought that things couldn’t get any better
than this. Then one day we discovered that we had
somehow become Chapter Directors. We’ll, ok, we
can do this for a few years and then go back to being
“regular members” again. But that was not to be.
After serving as CDs for four years we were asked to
join the District Staff and just one short year later became District Educators. This was kind of scary at first
as we found ourselves involved at a whole new level.
And if someone had told us back in 1993 that we
would someday be the Michigan District Directors we
would have said “You’re out of your mind,” took off
running and never come back. But still, here we are!
Throughout all of the changes and different positions
we have been in, the one thing in this Association that
is the most important to us and the one thing that has
always been the same is the people. No matter where
we went or what we did, someone was there to guide
us, encourage us, offering to help us and generally
giving us their support. There is no way to imagine
how many people we’ve met and friends we’ve made
not only here in Michigan but throughout the rest of
this Country, too. For us, GWRRA has always been
about the Members. They, you, are the heart and soul
of this Association and the reason it continues on today. Thank you, each of you, for touching our lives in
such a positive way. You have made a difference.
And now, as we move toward 2009, we wish each
and every one of you, our Family of GWRRA Members, a very happy and joyous Christmas Holiday and
may the New Year bring us all safe journeys as we
travel the country and gather with friends, old and
new.
Every Member Matters in Michigan
Tom & Shelly
December 2008

CPR Classes
We (Chapter J) have some open seats
available for the upcoming Medic First Aid
and CPR classes on January 10 and 11,
2009 (Saturday and Sunday). If you've
got anyone that is interested please have
them contact me as soon as possible. I
would need names and $20 per person by
December 23 as we've got to have payment to the MFA instructors by December
26, 2008.
I know this is short notice, but it appears
we won't have as many Chapter J participants as in the past and thought that if it
would help your people that I would pass
this on.
Medic First Aid & CPR Classes
Two Medic First Aid and CPR classes have
been scheduled in Stockbridge for those
members that either need to renew or will
be taking these classes for the first time.
The classes will be held on Saturday
(January 10,2009) and Sunday (January
11, 2009). Classes start @ 9:00 am both
days and the classes will last for approximately 7 hours. There will be a lunch
break, however food is not provided.
Various foods (MacDonald’s, Subway,
other Restaurants) are available in Stockbridge, or you can bring your own.
The cost for the class will be $20.00 per
person and must be paid by December
23, 2008. Due to rules and regulations

there will be no registrations allowed
after December 23, 2008. You must
also have a current GWRRA membership.

We can handle 24 people per class
with (2) two instructors. If you are
interested in taking part in one of
these classes please contact us ASAP.
Doug & Rene’ Newton
Chapter J Educators
Douglas_Newton@sbcglobal.net
517-782-6835
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YOU CAN SAVE CHAPTER W POSTAGE AND PRINTING COSTS!
All you need is internet access and an email address. You will receive an email each month as soon as the newsletter is available
for download. All you have to do is click the link (in the email) to bring the newsletter up on your screen.
You can read or view it on your computer screen or print your own copy…

If you are interested please send an email to ken@vplenawee.com
Or if you have any questions, Call Ken Kintner @ (517) 265-2667
December 2008
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12 Days of Christmas CORPORATE MEMO
To: All Staff
Date: December 1
Subject: New "Twelve Days of Christmas" Policy

A Redneck Christmas
Author Unknown
'Twas the night before Christmas and all through the trailer
Not a creature was stirrin' 'cept a redneck named Taylor.
His first name was Bubba, Joe was his middle,
And a-runnin' down his chinWas a trickle of spittle.
His socks, they were hung by the chimney with care,
And therefore there was a foul stench in the air.
From out in the yard there came such a noise
That Bubba got scared and rousted the boys.
There was Rufus, 12; Jim Bob was 11;
Dud goin' on 10; Otis was 7.
John, George and Chucky were 5,4, and 3:
The twins were both girls so they just let them be.
They jumped in their overalls, no need for a shirt,
Threw a hat on each head, then turned with a jerk.
They ran to the gun rack that hung on the wall.
There were 17 shotguns; they grabbed them all.
Bubba said to the young'uns, "Now hesh up ya'll!
The last thing we wanna do is wake up yer Maw."
Maw was expecting and needed her sleep,
So out they crept out the door without making a peep.
They all looked around, and then they all spit.
The young'uns asked Bubba, "Paw, what is it?"
Bubba just stared; he could not say a word.
This was just like all of the stories he'd heard.
It was Santy Claus up on the roof, darn tootin'
But the boys didn't know; they was about to start shootin'!
They aimed their shotguns and nearly made a mistake
That would have resulted in venison steak.
Bubba hollered out, "Don't shoot, boys!"
That's Santy Claus and he's brought us some toys.
The dogs were a-barkin' and a-raisin' cain,
And Bubba whistled, and shouted, and called them by name.
"Down, Spot! Shut up Bullet! Quiet, Pete and Roscoe!
Git, Turnip and Tater and Sam and old Joe!"
"Git down from that porch! Git down off that wall!
Quit shakin the trailer, or you'll make Santy fall!"
The dogs kept a-barkin' and wouldn't shut up,
And they trampled poor Pete who was only a pup.
Santy opened his bag, and threw out some toys.
Bubba got most, but left a few for the boys.
From up on the roof Santa heaved a great sigh.
Since the guns had been dropped he just might not die.
He jumped in his sleigh, told his reindeer to hurry.
The trailer started to wobble Santa started to worry.
Just as the reindeer got into the air,
The trailer collapsed, but Bubba didn't care.
He was busy lookin' at all his new toys.
Then a thought hit him, and he said to the boys:
"Go check on yer Maw, make sure she's all right.
That roof fallin' on her could-a hurt just a might."
But Maw was OK, and the girls were too.
They fixed up the trailer; it looked good as new.
And as for Bubba, he liked Old St. Nick,
But Santa thought Bubba was a pure-in-tee hick!
Bubba had a nice Christmas, and the boys did, too.
And the Taylors wish a Merry Christmas to you!
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The recent announcement that Donner and Blitzen have elected to take the
early reindeer retirement package has triggered a good deal of concern about
whether they will be replaced, and about other restructuring decisions at the
North Pole.
Streamlining is due to the North Pole’s loss of dominance in the season’s gift
distribution business. Home Shopping TV channels, mail order catalogues and
Internet shopping have diminished Santa’s market share. He and the Board
could not sit idly by and permit further erosion of the profit picture.
The reindeer downsizing was made possible through purchase of a late model
Japanese sled for the CEO’s annual trip. Improved productivity from Dasher
and Dancer, who summered at the Harvard Business School, is anticipated.
Reduction in the reindeer will also lessen airborne environmental emissions for
which the North Pole has received unfavorable press (gas and solid waste).
We’re pleased to inform you that Rudolph’s role will not be disturbed. Tradition
still counts for something at the North Pole!
Management denies, in the strongest possible language, the earlier leak that
Rudolph’s nose get red, not from the cold, but from substance abuse. Calling
Rudolph "a lush who was into the sauce and never did pull his share of the
load" was an unfortunate comment, made by one of Santa’s helpers and taken
out of context at a time of the year when they are known to be under
‘executive stress’.
As for further restructuring, today’s global challenges require the North Pole to
continue to look for better, more competitive steps. Effective immediately, the
following economy measures are to take place in the "Twelve Days of Christmas" music subsidiary:
The partridge will be retained, but the pear tree, which never produced
the cash crop forecasted, will be replaced by a plastic hanging
plant, providing considerable savings in maintenance;
Two turtle doves represent a redundancy that is simply not cost effective. In addition, their romance during working hours could not be
condoned. The positions are, therefore, eliminated;
The three French hens will remain intact. After all, everyone loves the
French;
The four calling birds will be replaced by an automated voice mail system, with a call waiting option. An analysis is underway to determine who the birds have been calling, how often and how long
they talked;
The five golden rings have been put on hold by the Board of Directors.
Maintaining a portfolio based on one commodity could have negative implications for institutional investors. Diversification into
other precious metals, as well as a mix of T-Bills and high technology stocks, appear to be in order;
The six geese-a-laying constitutes a luxury which can no longer be
afforded. It has long been felt that the production rate of one egg
per goose per day was an example of the general decline in productivity. Three geese will be let go, and an upgrading in the
selection procedure by personnel will assure management that,
from now on, every goose it gets will be a good one;
The seven swans-a-swimming is obviously a number chosen in better
times. The function is primarily decorative. Mechanical swans are
on order. The current swans will be retrained to learn some new
strokes, thereby enhancing their outplacement;
As you know, the eight maids-a-milking concept has been under heavy
scrutiny by the EEOC. A male/female balance in the workforce is
being sought. The more militant maids consider this a dead-end
job with no upward mobility. Automation of the process may permit the maids to try a-mending, a-mentoring or a-mulching;
Nine ladies dancing has always been an odd number. This function will
be phased out as these individuals grow older and can no longer
do the steps;
Ten Lords-a-leaping is overkill. The high cost of Lords, plus the expense
of international air travel, prompted the Compensation Committee
to suggest replacing this group with ten out-of-work congressmen.
While leaping ability may be somewhat sacrificed, the savings are
significant as we expect an oversupply of unemployed congressmen this year;
Eleven pipers piping and twelve drummers drumming is a simple case of
the band getting too big. A substitution with a string quartet, a
cutback on new music, and no uniforms, will produce savings
which will drop right to the bottom line;
Overall we can expect a substantial reduction in assorted people, fowl, animals
and related expenses. Though incomplete, studies indicate that stretching
deliveries over twelve days is inefficient. If we can drop ship in one day, service levels will be improved.
Regarding the lawsuit filed by the attorney’s association seeking expansion to
include the legal profession ("thirteen lawyers-a-suing" ) a decision is pending.
Deeper cuts may be necessary in the future to remain competitive. Should that
happen, the Board will request management to scrutinize the Snow White
Division to see if seven dwarfs is the right number.

Happy Holidays all!!
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Assistant State Director, Brad Garner & Ed Philo
Certificate of appreciation from - Send An Instructor to Camp

Kent & Annette selling raffle tickets to Don Garner

ORDER YOUR 2009 TOY RUN SHIRTS!
Toy Run shirt order sheet was sent around at the December gathering.
They will be black/gray/white tie dyed with shiny silver lettering.
The cost is $12.00 up to XL and $13 for larger than XL. Members need to pay at the time they order.
For more information contact Vicki Philo @ (517) 424-8132
December 2008
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Lucky winners – at the December gathering…
Raffle Tickets
50/50
Chapter Pride

Brad Garner
Bob Wetherell
Steve Petersen
Steve & Kathy
Petersen rode
their Trike to the
December
Gathering!
(37 degrees…)

Upcoming Rides and Events:
NATIONAL EVENTS
July 2nd-5th, 2009

WING DING - Tulsa, Oklahoma

REGION D EVENTS
March 28th, 2009

REGION D WORK SHOP - Toledo, Ohio

September 17th-19th 2009

REGION D RALLY - Celina, Ohio

MICHIGAN DISTRICT EVENTS
February 6th & 7th, 2009

WINGLESS WEEKEND - Bay City, MI

July 30th - August 1st, 2009

MICHIGAN DISTRICT RALLY - West Branch, MI

December 14th

Chapter W Monthly gathering at VFW

(For more information on these events go to the events page on the Michigan District Website.)

www.gwrra-mi.org
December 2008
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FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE
Visit Chapter W
Monthly gatherings: Held the 2nd Sunday of every
month at 9:00 a.m. at the VFW Hall located at
726 N. Main Street in Adrian.
On the web:
December 2008

www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/w
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