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Craig White
January, depending on what newscast you follow, was one of the coldest and
snowiest on record. I sure hope that the first day of February tells us that the worst
is over. I even started my bike up and pulled it out of the garage. Did it feel good,
sitting on it again and riding it a whole 20 feet. Sometimes it is the little things that
can really make your day. I know that the official riding season is still a few months
away and we are not suppose to wish our lives away, but I am really looking forward
to getting back on my bike and riding it. Sitting down with the rest of those who attended the ride coordinator’s meeting to set up some of the rides for the up-coming
season, really put the itch for riding back on my mind. We have some old favorites
back on the schedule, as well as some new ones. I know that it is impossible to go
on every ride, so plan on attending as many as you can. The more that we have on
each ride, the better. If you have not attended a ride captains seminar, please plan
on attending one of them this riding season. We do not have many on the list for ride
captains, so if you are a ride captain and are not on the list, please let Scott Griewahn
know so that he can put you on the list. I know that we have more ride captains in
the chapter than are on the list.
On another note, if you have taken a CPR, First Aid, ARC , ERC or another riding
course that Fred is not aware of, please let him know so that he can give you credit
for it and keep your levels up with the District. They are trying to get their records up
to date and keep them there as the records are not showing up the way they are suppose to. Get with Fred as to what level you are at, and look at moving up to the next
level. Chapter W is made up of a lot of experienced riders and I know that we should
have more Level 3 and 4’s than we are getting credit for. We have the safe miles,
and experience, why not take a ARC or ERC course and move up to the next
level. We will know the schedule for the ARC and ERC courses being put on by the
District after Wingless Weekend.
Cal announced at the gathering that Votech is putting on the ERC course on May
9th and June 20th. The cost is $25.00 and you will need to call Votech ASAP as they
are expecting a large number of riders wanting to take this class. We as a Chapter,
along with Chapter J, are organizing a parking lot practice. Time and date are not
arranged yet and we will let you know when those
are decided. Rider Education at the District level is
pushing to make all GWRRA members the safest
riders that they can. We all need to do our part and
participate in a rider course this riding season. Ask
anyone who took a riding course last year and they
will tell you that no matter how experienced of rider
they were, they learned something that made them
a better rider.
Sincerely Your Chapter Director,

Craig White
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It’s already February and Spring really is just around the corner.
Riding season will be here before we know it and even though we’re
looking forward to it, we have to say that even the winter months are
full of fun with this group. We enjoyed the Christmas party, January
fun night with lots of good food (as usual), our section meeting,
(more food), the Ride Captains meeting (food too) and of course the
dinner rides. Our first Wingless Weekend is quickly approaching and
we’re really looking forward to having fun there to. We’ve seen pictures and heard stories about what a great time it is. Attending the
ride captain’s meeting, getting the calendars out and watching it fill
up was fun too. There is so much to do it’s sometimes hard to
choose. What a great time we’ve had since joining GWRRA and
Chapter W. We joined to meet others, ride our bikes and have fun
and that’s what we’ve been doing. We’re thankful for the friends
we’ve made and the places we’ve been that we probably wouldn’t
have seen otherwise. Every event or ride is a new experience and we
can’t wait for the next one. We listen to other members talk about all
they have seen and the great places they’ve been and we can only
hope that we’ll have those same opportunities. This year, we’re looking forward to visiting other Chapters, attending as many events as
we can and meeting new people along the way!
Sincerely,

2009 Couple of the Year
Ed & Vicki Philo
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Ed & Vicki

I’m STILL here
But I’m slowly
MELTIING...
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Fred & Randa Probst

MSF
SAFE CYCLING

Level I
Safety by Commitment

Which of the visual leads (2 seconds, 4 seconds, and
12 seconds) is the most important?
In terms of sequence, the 2 second
minimum following distance is the most
important because not having this distance to brake and /or swerve in an
emergency makes the others moot.
• In terms of time and space management, the 4 second immediate path is the
most important because if a rider has this
much time to respond to factors ahead, a
collision may be avoided,
• In terms of overall awareness of traffic
and road conditions, the 12 second anticipated path is the most important because
a rider will have time to adjust to changing conditions ahead.
•
Level II
Safety by Education

Level III
Safety by Preparedness

Level IV
Safety by Enhanced
Commitment and Preparedness
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As a point of reference
these times were developed
based on the research by the
Highway Users Federation for
Safety and Mobility in the
late 1960s. An understanding
and proper application of the
visual leads is a key part of
the overall strategy a rider
should use to avoid trouble.

COLD WINTER RIDING
Poor Fred and Randa buried in the
snow.
I saw a V-Star today on the highway. It
was (zero) at 7 am. There was salt dust
flying up from the tires as he want
cruising by.
The dust is hazardous in many ways.
Chrome and aluminum do not like it. If
it is spread too thick on the roadways,
tires do not have the traction they need.
Cold tires also do not have as much
traction. If you ever saw a NASCAR
race, you can see the drivers moving the
car side to side to warm the tires for
more traction.
The suspension is also at a slower
than normal action due to all the parts
and oil being cold. Take time to warm
the parts of your motorcycle before and
during the ride in frigid weather. The
wind chill, while riding, will not let
parts warm up. It is good to check how
cold the temperature is and remember
the wind chill keeps the Bike parts temperature lower.
What about our body temperatures?
Hypothermal is a creature that can
sneak up on you. Many have the heated
grips, gloves, jackets, pants and al the
electric warming items. Remember you
are warm but there are some body parts
that are not covered with electric and
you will still have to be careful not to let
hypothermia set in.
I think we have more of a problem
with members riding off during a warm
afternoon and not preparing for the
cold ride home. Try to always plan for
the extreme, then you do not need the
extra, it did not cost you anything.

Fred & Randa
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Our officers
attended a section
meeting in January.

Craig, Fred & Patty at Section Meeting.

Mark and Vicki at Section Meeting.

Dinner ride to ZZ’s Sports Bar & Grill

Cal & Beth Deline at ZZ’s.

Dinner Ride to the Grasshopper.
February 2009
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ORDER YOUR 2009 TOY RUN SHIRTS!
Vicki Philo is taking orders for our 2009 Toy Run Shirts.
They are black/gray/white tie dyed with shiny silver lettering.
The cost is $12.00 up to XL and $13 for larger than XL. Members need to pay at the time they order.
For more information contact Vicki Philo @ (517) 424-8132

YOU CAN SAVE CHAPTER W POSTAGE AND PRINTING COSTS!
All you need is internet access and an email address. You will receive an email each month as soon as the newsletter is available
for download. All you have to do is click the link (in the email) to bring the newsletter up on your screen.
You can read or view it on your computer screen or print your own copy…

If you are interested please send an email to ken@vplenawee.com
Or if you have any questions, Call Ken Kintner @ (517) 265-2667
February 2009
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Lucky winners – at the February gathering…
Raffle Tickets
50/50
Chapter Pride

- Scott & Sherrie
- Dick Papworth
- Ken Kintner

Upcoming Rides and Events:
NATIONAL EVENTS
July 2nd-5th, 2009

WING DING - Tulsa, Oklahoma

REGION D EVENTS
March 28th, 2009

REGION D WORK SHOP - Toledo, Ohio

September 17th-19th 2009

REGION D RALLY - Celina, Ohio

MICHIGAN DISTRICT EVENTS
July 30th - August 1st, 2009

MICHIGAN DISTRICT RALLY - West Branch, MI

CHAPTER W EVENTS
Wednesday Night Dinner Rides (see calendar)
February 21st

FUN NIGHT—Ken & Patti Kintner’s House (see calendar)

March 8th

Chapter W Monthly gathering at VFW

March 21st

FUN NIGHT—Don & Brenda Garner’s House (see calendar)

April 19th
April 22-26
September 25th

Chapter W Breakfast
Men’s Ride to Tennessee Rally
Cookout & Camping Weekend

(For more information on region & district events go to the events page on the Michigan District Website.)

www.gwrra-mi.org

HELP WANTED !
Chapter W is still looking for volunteers to take charge of the (2010 Chapter W Breakfast)
Contact Karen Papworth or Randa Probst, so they can… Show you the ropes during the 2009 Breakfast!
February 2009
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FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE
Visit Chapter W
Monthly gatherings: Held the 2nd Sunday of every
month at 9:00 a.m. at the VFW Hall located at
726 N. Main Street in Adrian.
On the web:
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www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/w
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