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Craig White
We as members of Chapter W, we need to step back and look at
the great Chapter that we are all apart of. We are from all different
walks of life, different backgrounds and yet we have one thing in common, we all ride motorcycles. When we ever we get together, be it a
dinner ride, monthly gathering or some other event, there is never a
quiet moment. The sound of conversation and laughter is all that is
heard. We need to stop and take notice of what we sometimes take
for granted. The friends and may I say it, family of sorts, that we
have become and enjoy.
The breakfast was a great success because of us coming together
and working together. Not to forget the great leadership we had with
Randa and Karen. I am looking forward to the new leadership for next
years breakfast, with Beth and Brenda at the helm. All the ground
work has been laid, with so many years of doing this, but Randa and
Karen have both said that they will help Beth and Brenda as
needed. This is what makes Chapter W as good as it is.
Scott has put together a nice ride schedule. He has tried to mix it
up a little, so that we will not get bored, with rides to other Chapter’s
events and dinner rides. Let’s all support him by participating in
whatever rides that you can. Nobody can make every ride, just try to
make as many as you can. Other Chapters have helped support us,
now it is our turn to support them. If we can have Chapter W at the
events in our section, that would be great. I know that the economy
has hit us all, so if we all participate in something, we can make a
presence at all the events in our section.
With the riding season just beginning, please make sure that you
take the time to look out for those in cars that may not be used to
seeing motorcycles on the road yet.
Ride safe and enjoy.
Sincerely Your Chapter Director,

Craig White
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2009 Couple of the Year
Ed & Vicki Philo
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Ed & Vicki Philo

What A Trip!
I would like to start out by saying thank you to everyone that
went to Tennessee. I had a great time on our trip and would strongly
recommend going next year. I have already called and reserved three
rooms for next year, with room for one more person. The winding
roads and tight turns made every ride we took interesting and FUN!!!
Hanging out with the guys and the food all weekend was fantastic.
The Tennessee Rally was also a big hit. The Grand Majestic Theater put on a show you had to see to appreciate. More than one standing ovation and lots of entertainment impressed me beyond my expectations. They also provided the theater for the rally to use. Some
of us attended the opening and closing ceremonies. The parking lot
behind the theater was almost full of venders. I managed to stay
within my own limits, and at one time we had several bikes being
worked on at the motel. I was also impressed with the over 1800
people at the rally. If you can join us next year, you won’t be disappointed.
Now it’s time to look at our ride schedule and make plans for the
year. Something is going on almost every night or weekend with no
trouble finding somewhere to go. Remember, if we want other chapters to come to our chapter events, we have to support theirs. On
that note it’s time to start getting ready for our 25th annual toy run.
Vicki and I will be open to your ideas to make this a BIG event. You
all do such a tremendous job with our events you make our job much
easier. In the next weeks to come, we will be looking at last year and
trying to prepare for this one. We know many of you already have
ideas or jobs you like to do. Many hands make small work and we
know we can count on all of you.
We thank all of you for who you are and what you do.
Your ACD’s, Ed and Vicki
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Fred & Randa Probst
AWARENESS
Level I
Safety by Commitment

May is “Motorcycle Awareness Month.” Although we try to spread Motorcycle Awareness all
year, May is the month that has been dedicated to Motorcycle Awareness. We ask all members
to spread the word to help vehicle operators be more aware that we are back on the road. Sharing
the road is important to all. The saying “go with the flow” helps traffic move easier and causes
less strain on driver’s tempers. When you see an arrow with information that there is a lane
closed ahead, how many will try to get ahead of everyone in the open lane, only to make both
lanes have to apply brakes to make room for those who wanted to gain 2 car lengths. Meanwhile
some one at the rear of the traffic may slow down and get hit from behind.
Display yellow ribbons on your motorcycles, on your other vehicles and post the signs that the
GWRRA Motorist Awareness Division is selling. Contact the news media for all the free press
you can get. Tell your neighbors that we will be out on the roads on our two wheels and look for
us as we look for them.

Level II
Safety by Education

So far this year has not provided a lot of good riding days. As we teach the Motorcycle Safety
course, it is very noticeable that those who learn to ride in rain and wet conditions learn how to
accept the limits of themselves and the motorcycle. The main work in the sentence is ACCEPT,
yes you must accept the limits and adjust your riding to what those limits are. It may be a lot
slower than you want to ride, but riding within the limits will get you there safely. We do not
want to push the envelope as they say. The cold and wet riding will affect you capabilities. If
needed, stop, keep dry and warm as best you can. Your reaction time is greatly affected and the
cold will sneak up on you.

Level III
Safety by Preparedness

ROAD CHARACTERISTICS

Level IV
Safety by Enhanced
Commitment and Preparedness

Road characteristics are not discussed as much as I would like. What are they? One can be a
change of color of the road way, which could mean road repair, a new road surface or something
on the road such as water, oil, or dirt. Another characteristic about the road is the types of surfaces from old road pavements. Heavy trucks run the same path which creates the pavement to
be lower where they drive and higher in the center of the lane. If you pull a trailer you know
what I am referring to. You need to think about the road camber or lean. Are the lines painted or
the new white rubber? What are tar snakes? This is the tar that is put on cracks in the roadway to
seal cracks. Some of it is applied too thick or to wide and is not a good place for a motorcycle to
travel. Keep a look out for any strange or uncommon characteristic you may find.
EDUCATION + PRACTICE = SAFETY

Fred & Randa
May 2009
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I’ll cook your
weiners!

I’m a just a
Juice
Machine...

This is what happens
when Bob Wetherell asks
to see my camera...
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Ed’s New
Trailer...

Craig was presented
with a Prize Ribbon by
Lenawee Therapeutic Riding…
And Chapter W presented them
With a donation!
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Those two in the
middle don’t look like
ladies...
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2010 TENNESSEE RALLY INFORMATION:
April 21-25, 2010
Rooms are filling up fast so call now
to reserve a room for next year!
LAZY BEAR INN 1-800-448-3040
ask for Bob or Randy…
2009 MIDNIGHT RIDE INFO:
August 20-22, 2009
Chapter W stays at the
Normandy Motel - St.Ignace, MI
to reserve a room call ELVIS!
1-800-227-6373
Don is leaving from Hobby Lobby
at 8am Thursday
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Girls who want to ride with Suzy,
Call Suzy at 263-7754
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April 29th at
MAIN STREET
STABLE
(left)
May 6th at
HAROLD’S
PLACE
(below)

ORDER YOUR 2009 TOY RUN SHIRTS!
Vicki Philo is taking orders for our 2009 Toy Run Shirts.
They are black/gray/white tie dyed with shiny silver lettering.
The cost is $12.00 up to XL and $13 for larger than XL. Members need to pay at the time they order.
For more information contact Vicki Philo @ (517) 424-8132

YOU CAN SAVE CHAPTER W POSTAGE AND PRINTING COSTS!
All you need is internet access and an email address. You will receive an email each month as soon as the newsletter is available
for download. All you have to do is click the link (in the email) to bring the newsletter up on your screen.
You can read or view it on your computer screen or print your own copy…

If you are interested please send an email to ken@vplenawee.com
Or if you have any questions, Call Ken Kintner @ (517) 265-2667
May 2009
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Lucky winners – at the March gathering…
Raffle Tickets
50/50
Chapter Pride

- Leo (visitor)
- Mike Osborn
- Dan Bailey

Upcoming Rides and Events:
NATIONAL EVENTS
July 2nd-5th, 2009

WING DING - Tulsa, Oklahoma

REGION D EVENTS
September 17th-19th 2009

REGION D RALLY - Celina, Ohio

MICHIGAN DISTRICT EVENTS
July 30th - August 1st, 2009

MICHIGAN DISTRICT RALLY - West Branch, MI

CHAPTER W & Area Events
Wednesday Night Dinner Rides (see calendar)
May 25th
June 6th
June 7th
June 14th
June 28th
July 12th
July 19th
September 13th
September 25th

Memorial Day Parade (Tecumseh Big Boy 7am)
Cabela’s to sell “Bike Tickets” (9am-5pm)
W2 First Birthday - 12pm? Fred Leads From Hobby Lobby
A&W in Mason, MI - Dick Leads after Gathering
Chapter D2 - Fun Run
(1st bike out 10:00 Last out Noon - $8 person or $15 couple)
Next Gathering - Ride TBA
Frankenmuth, MI - Kent Leads From Hobby Lobby
TOY RUN at Dexter’s
Cookout & Camping Weekend - (Harrison Lake State Park)

(For more information on region & district events go to the events page on the Michigan District Website.)
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FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE
Visit Chapter W
Monthly gatherings: Held the 2nd Sunday of every month
at 9:00 a.m. at the VFW Hall located at
726 N. Main Street in Adrian.
CHAPTER W WEBSITE:
May 2009

www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/w
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