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Craig White
July was an awesome month for Chapter W. We were very active and did a lot of
riding. We had a couple of riders have accidents with their motorcycles and all were
not hurt seriously. The bikes are being repaired and looking forward to all riding with
us again before this riding season
comes to an end. Here it is August already and we are looking
at the midnight ride, school starting and fall colors being just
around the corner. Many of us
are making plans to ride as much
as we can because our riding
season is closing in on us. November will be on us before we
know it. Many Chapters are having their summer riding events
now and we need to attend as
many as we can. Our own Toy
Run is coming up within a month
and we want all of the other
Chapters to come and attend our
event. Chapter W was well represented at A2 event on August 9, Fifteen of us went
to Ann Arbor after the Gathering and had a great time. It was Hot in temperature,
but also in fun. Many of the group went on the ride, which included two “U” turns.
Dick Papworth was just following the directions that were given to him by Karen. I do
not know if the directions were wrong or if Karen did not read them right. The debate
was still going on when we returned home. Let’s continue to ride and make August
even busier on our riding schedules.
As brought up at the Gathering, our Toy Run is fast approaching and all hands are
needed to make this one our best one ever. We are celebrating our 25th Toy Run and
Ed and Vicki are busy planning and getting all of the things needed in place. If you
have any ideas or suggestions, please get a hold of Ed or Vickie and let them know.
They are open to any help that they can get. I know that all of Chapter W will come
out and make our 25th our best.
Please be careful in all of your riding adventures and we will all be back together
at the Toy Run, a short Gathering will follow the clean up after the Toy Run.
Sincerely Your Chapter Director,
Craig White
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2009 Couple of the Year
Ed & Vicki Philo

Ed & Vicki Philo

Rally Time!
The Michigan rally has come and gone again. Chapter W had
eleven of us enjoying a rainy weekend with all of us in my new
tent at one time. You can imagine the laughter coming out of
that tent. Vicki and I attended seminars and went to the couple
of the year get together. GWRRA is like a big family in that in a
room full of people, most of whom we didn't know, we all felt
like friends. We're also new members of the Michigan Society of
Beavers. This is a secret society so we can not tell you about
the initiation. You will have to attend a beaver breeding seminar
to find out. To those of you already in, be ready with the chant.
Marching in with all the 2009 chapter COY's was a highlight of
the weekend. The one thing I will remember the longest was
having my name called for the winning ticket on the bike. I
thought for a moment that I had won! It turned out that I had
sold the winning ticket. CONGRATULATIONS to Dale and Sandy.
We hope to have you join our family at Chapter W!
I went down to Just for Wings and visited my bike. I can
say that it won't look the same the next time you all see it.
I have been riding Vicki's 600 Shadow and Dale parked his new
Goldwing right next to me at work. That's ok Dale, rub it in.
I hope to get back to my big bike soon!
Our 25th annual toy run is fast approaching and things are
falling into place. Many hands make for small work and you all
do a great job. We still can use all of your ideas for games or
things to do. My biggest request is that anyone knowing a past
member or someone that hasn't been around for a while, please
invite them back. This wouldn't be our 25th if not for those
that have gone before us. Anyone that didn't sign up for anything, we can use you for anything that is needed so please still
come. Most all of you have your favorite job that you do so
well. Let's all pray for sunshine this year!
Looking forward to seeing you at the Toy Run!
Ed & Vicki
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Fred & Randa Probst
What, Me Worry? Yes, You’d Better!
Level I
Safety by Commitment

Level II
Safety by Education

Level III
Safety by Preparedness

Level IV
Safety by Enhanced
Commitment and Preparedness

In GWRRA we are always doing things in groups. We meet our fellow chapter members and
ride together for a weekly dinner run. Or we join each other for a weekend breakfast before going
on a run. Or we make an ice cream run together on a weekly basis. Most chapters have this kind
of camaraderie and fellowship in one form or another. Then there are the monthly Gatherings
where we meet and eat and have fun. And the rides to visit other chapters and support them at
their Fun Run or Anniversary Party or Pig Out, and various other events that chapters put on.
Most of the time we ride together in groups to and from our destination.
Whenever we ride in groups, someone is in the Lead. Hopefully, it is one of our GWRRA
trained Road Captains. In our chapter, it is someone whom we trust, respect and have confidence
in. Someone with good judgment who is prepared to lead the group from the starting point all the
way to our destination. Someone who has a planned a route and shares it with all who join the
ride. S/He holds a pre-ride meeting with all participants to tell us the route, advise us of any stops
along the way, and discuss our speed on the road. Our Lead may ask questions about who is on
medication, who may need to stop at shorter intervals (perhaps due to a smaller gas tank), who
has a CB radio, and who does not, etc. Our Road Captain covers hand signals for riders that are
new to our group, too.
Our Road Captain has been leading our rides for a few years. We don’t think twice about following him/her because s/he never lets us down. We always arrive safely when we follow our
Road Captain. We are very fortunate to have such a Road Captain in the Lead! We also have
another Road Captain, trained in the GWRRA way, to bring up the rear of the group. (This is our
Drag bike, or Tail Gunner.) These two work together like Lennon and McCartney. The Drag
seems to know what the Lead is thinking, securing the lane almost as the thought passes through
the mind of our Lead. They communicate well with each other. They let the group know what is
going on around them. They inform us about things, like telling us we will be turning – in advance
of the turn; when a car is attempting to pass the group on a 2-lane road; or when a car is passing
on the right when we are on
the highway. Our Lead and
Drag are always making us
aware of hazards on the
road and around us. We
know they are looking out of
the safety of the group. With
Road Captains of this caliber, we feel very safe. We
know we can enjoy the ride
and watch the scenery with
these two in charge.
Wait! Stop right there!
We all need to remember
that even those of us in the
middle of the formation
have responsibilities.
We are responsible to pass
on the hand signals from the Lead, such as for single file, stagger formation, pointing out potholes
and road kill, sand in the corners, and other hazards, etc. We need to be aware who we are riding
with, too. The burden is not all on the Road Captains. We cannot sleep because we ride in the
middle of the pack. We need to maintain safe spacing with the other bikes around us. And most
importantly, we need to ride our own ride. We must stay alert. Hazards don’t always appear in
front of the Lead bike. Sometimes they come at the riders in the middle of the group. We need to
be aware of our surroundings and ready to react to the unexpected at all times. We must remember that, just because our Road Captain is leading us, we are not excused from thinking for ourselves and riding our own ride. We are all responsible for our own safety at all times. Never give
that responsibility away. It is nice to have someone willing to help look out for your safety, but
ultimately, it is your life. Guard it wisely! Be sure to ride your own ride, even in Team Riding!

Fred & Randa
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July 15th Dinner Ride we had 33 people support the “Hadden Hustlers” Relay For Life
Team that got 15% of what we spent at the Artesian Wells Sports Tavern.
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July 25th Packo’s & Hen’s
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They introduced couples
of the year at opening
ceremony.
Patti was attacked by
some kind of strange bird
that didn’t fly and seemed
to be begging for ice
cream…
Chapter W
Worked the booth for
door prize drop off &
pickup.
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Page 6

There were 11 of us from
Chapter W and 9 of us camped
out at the rally…
When it rained on Saturday
afternoon all 11 of us stayed dry
and had a good time in Ed &
Vicki’s huge tent…
We all had a good time at the
rally and Ed Philo sold the winning Bike Ticket to a co-worker
from Adrian, we made it home
safe, Ed & Vicki followed us on
4 wheels...
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Mom’s Diner in Archbold, OH - August 5th

August 2009

Page 8

Chapter W’s Relay For Life Team raised
$1,752.00 PLUS there is more money to
come from some of our silent auction
items...
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Yes,
Karen is
SORRY!
Hmm ???

AND THE OOGLY GOES TO …
2009 MIDNIGHT RIDE INFO:
August 20-22, 2009
Chapter W stays at the
Normandy Motel - St.Ignace, MI
to reserve a room call ELVIS!
1-800-227-6373
Don is leaving from Hobby Lobby
at 8am Thursday
Girls who want to ride with Suzy,
Call Suzy at 263-7754

Kent and Dick for coming to a complete ROLLING STOP AT A STOP SIGN !

YOU CAN SAVE CHAPTER W POSTAGE AND PRINTING COSTS!
All you need is internet access and an email address. You will receive an email each month as
soon as the newsletter is available for download. All you have to do is click the link (in the email)
to bring the newsletter up on your screen.
You can read or view it on your computer screen or print your own copy…
If you are interested please send an email to ken@vplenawee.com
Or if you have any questions,
Call Ken Kintner @ (517) 265-2667

THE 2009 TOY RUN FLYER
IS NOW ON THE WEBSITE
FOR ALL TO DOWNLOAD,
PRINT, EMAIL, POST, ETC...

2010 TENNESSEE RALLY INFORMATION:
April 21-25, 2010
Rooms are filling up fast so call now
to reserve a room for next year!
LAZY BEAR INN 1-800-448-3040
ask for Bob or Randy…
August 2009

Ed & Vicki would
like someone to
step up and chair
the Toy Run next
year. Anyone who
who is interested in
the job for 2010
please contact
Vicki...

2009 TOY RUN SHIRTS
STILL AVAILABLE!
Vicki Philo still has a few
2009 Toy Run Shirts.
They are black/gray/white tie
dyed with shiny silver lettering.
The cost is $12.00 up to XL and
$13 for larger than XL.
For more information contact
Vicki Philo @ (517) 424-8132
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Chapter W’s ACD Ed Philo shaking hands with Dale Leveck. Dale is
the lucky man who got the winning bike ticket from Ed.
Dale is Ed’s co-worker at Adrian Steel.

District Directors Tom & Shelly Rushman were present
to congratulate our guests Dale & Sandy Leveck who
were the winners of the 2009 Gold Wing drawing at the
State Rally.

Guest Sandy Leveck draws
ticket for Kent.

Pictured with the new Goldwing are (left to right front row) Kent & Annette Naugle, District
Directors Tom & Shelly Rushman, Sandy Levek & Dale Leveck, (back row) Ed & Vicki Philo
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Lucky winners – at the August gathering…
Raffle Tickets
50/50
Chapter Pride

- Dan Bailey
- Scott Griewahn
- Wayne Escott

THE 2009 TOY RUN FLYER
IS NOW ON THE WEBSITE
FOR ALL TO DOWNLOAD,
PRINT, EMAIL, POST, ETC...

Upcoming Rides and Events:
NATIONAL EVENTS
July 3rd-6th, 2010

WING DING 32 - Des Moines, Iowa

REGION D EVENTS
September 17th-19th 2009

REGION D RALLY - Celina, Ohio

MORE INFO visit http://www.gwrra-regiond.org/
MICHIGAN DISTRICT EVENTS
2010

DATE TBA

MICHIGAN DISTRICT RALLY - West Branch, MI

CHAPTER W & Area Events
Wednesday Night Dinner Rides (see calendar)
August 16th
August 19th
August 20th
August 21st
August 29th
September 12th
September 13th
September 20th
September 25th-27th

Chapter C - Craig Leads From Hobby Lobby 9:30 am
Midnight Ride - Mike Osborn leaving at 7am
Midnight Ride - Don Stoddard Leads From Hobby Lobby 8 am
Midnight Ride - Kent Naugle leaving at 5 pm
Chapter V - Wrongway Mystery Ride - Starts in Auburn 9 am
Dinner Ride (Toy Run route) From Dexter’s at 4pm
25th Annual TOY RUN at Dexter’s (Gathering After)
Kent Leads Ride to Zukey Lake Tavern
Camping Weekend & Pot Luck Saturday the 26th at 6pm
(Harrison Lake State Park) Fayette, OH

(For more information on region & district events go to the events page on the Michigan District Website.)

www.gwrra-mi.org
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FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE
Visit Chapter W
Monthly gatherings: Held the 2nd Sunday of every month
at 9:00 a.m. at the VFW Hall located at
726 N. Main Street in Adrian.
CHAPTER W WEBSITE:
August 2009

www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/w
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