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Here we are at the end of another riding season and the holidays are right
around the corner. Where has the year gone? I know, for me, this year has
gone very fast. When I was growing up, people would tell me that the older
you get - the faster the time goes. I did not believe them, but it is true, as most of you
know. The time to put our motorcycles up for
the winter is here. The cooler, almost colder,
weather is here to stay it looks like. I hope that
we have “Indian Summer” at least. We are still
riding for the dinner rides on Wednesday until
the end of the month of October. We will be
meeting in the Hobby Lobby parking lot until
then. Starting in November, we will meet at the
restaurant until the first of May.
We have been very fortunate that we have only had two mishaps during
this riding season, with no serious injuries. Both bikes have been repaired
and are being ridden today. I believe that in both circumstances, the training
that each received through GWRRA helped prevent more injuries. I cannot
stress enough the importance of taking the training that is offered by
GWRRA. We will be offering a CPR, First Aid class this winter for those who
need it and other training will be announced as they become available. Even
if you have been riding for a long time, to go through training to refresh your
skills is a very good opportunity. Bad habits have a way of making their way
into our riding habits. Continued training helps us to keep some of those bad
habits at bay. I know that for the short time I have been riding, I have developed some bad habits and have had to work at re-training myself to get
rid of them.
Some of our members are getting ready to go to their warmer climates
for the winter. To those, I wish a safe and healthy winter too and please return to us in the spring. We will miss you during your absence, but understand that you have to run to get away from what is coming, “snow”.
Sincerely Your Chapter Director,
Craig White
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2009 Couple of the Year
Ed & Vicki Philo

Ed & Vicki Philo
Changes are happening all around us. I’m sure you’ve heard about the
changes that are happening here in Michigan that affect Chapter W. Changes
are sometimes hard to see but the fact of the matter is, change is good. It
keeps things fresh and moving forward. If things stay the same for to long,
we’d get bored and stale. I know that most of you have been in Chapter W
for many years and have seen many changes along the way. We’re looking
to you for input on things that have been done in the past that worked or
didn’t work.
We need to keep the Chapter moving forward. If you have ideas on different things you would like to see, please let us know. We’re open to suggestions. We’ve been looking at all the different positions and areas there
are for people to volunteer to help if they want to. Some positions are very
time consuming and take a big commitment to fill and there are some things
that are not as time consuming but just as important.
I really believe that everyone has a certain “gift”, something that they
like to do, something they are really good at that would make a difference in
our chapter. Maybe you’ve never been asked to do something or you
thought there wasn’t really a fit with what you could do and the needs of the
chapter. There is room for everyone to participate. Whatever you think
may be of help, no matter how small it may be, please let us know.
It seems that everyone today is so busy with family, work and a million
other things that you can’t possibly fit one more thing in your schedule. We
know that feeling too and believe that many hands make light work.
We’re committed to pushing forward with Chapter W, keeping up the
standards it has always maintained. We know that we have a huge pool of
people to count on. We learned quickly that this chapter pulls together and
makes things happen!
Sincerely,
Ed & Vicki
Chapter W ACDs

2010 TENNESSEE
RALLY INFORMATION:
April 21-25, 2010
Rooms are filling up fast so call now
to reserve a room for next year!
LAZY BEAR INN 1-800-448-3040
ask for Bob or Randy…
District Directors Brad & Connie Garner,
have chosen Fred & Randa Probst as our new
Assistant District Directors.
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Fred & Randa Probst

Motorcycle & Accessory Storage
Level I
Safety by Commitment

Level II
Safety by Education

Level III
Safety by Preparedness

Level IV
Safety by Enhanced
Commitment and Preparedness

At this time, this will probably not apply south of the Mason Dixon line.
I know, get your laughs out now. When placing your motorcycle and accessories away for the winter, all clothing should be clean and put on hangers.
Do you have a reflective vest? Do not fold them, but hang them on your
jackets on hangers. Do not hang two reflective vests side by side. The material can stick together.
Helmet lining may be cleaned with a mild soap and place in a warm place
to dry. Check the strap for fraying. If in doubt, due to the fact you have
dropped it a couple of times, replace it. Some helmets may be made from
petroleum based products. They may deteriorate with time. Some newer
helmets are made of composite materials and will be around a lot longer.
To get the information about your helmet contact the manufacture or the
Snell Foundation, if it is Snell approved.
Drain your engine and remove old contaminated oil. Even if you only
have 100 miles since your latest change, oil is contaminated with acids and
combustion blow by. This is not good for the aluminum case.
In your gas tank add fuel stabilizer and fill the gas to the top so condensation can not form when there are warm days to cold days.
Do you fill the air in your tires from a (so-called filling station) tire pressure stand? Ever notice how much moisture is in the air line? We have a lot
of humidity in our area and the air pump station has a lot in their lines. This
results in water getting inside the tires and no way out. Not a good thing for
any wheel made of steel or aluminum. Have a tire dealer fill your tires or
your motorcycle dealer. They have water filters on their lines to prevent
their air tools from getting water in them.
You can make blocking to bring your tires off the ground. The block
needs to be about 12 1/4 inches tall. Place it under the motor while the gold
wing is on the center stand. Both tires will be off the floor and no flat spot
will occur.
Cover the Wing with a breathable material. With temperature, rising and
falling, condensation occurs and that brings moisture. With a light cloth or
cotton sheet, the moisture can evaporate and leave the Wing dry.
Battery tender or equivalent helps to keep the battery charged during
the storage time. Check the cells and fill to the full level. Check periodically
to make certain they stay filled.
Critters - remember to protect everything from those little varmints. I
know of a few friends who have had to replace the entire wiring for their
motorcycles.
Last but not least, remember the first aid kit. Check for items you may
have used and replace them. Latex (or non-latex) gloves should be replaced
in the spring when you bring the bike back out of storage.
The old saying, “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”.
These are some tips on tucking in the Gold Wing, which will help when you
are ready to go next year.

Fred & Randa
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September 16th Dinner Ride to
Smith’s Restaurant in Wauseon

September 20th Dinner Ride to
Zukey Lake Tavern
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September 26th at Harrison Lake State Park

The FISH and ALL the rest was great.
Those of us who camped had a great time
and invite you all to join us next year.
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September 30th Dinner Ride to
Beckey’s in Blissfield

October 7th
The Hungry Wolf in Manchester
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WINNERS - at the October Gathering
Ed & Vicki reported on the Toy Run and are looking for
volunteers to chair the event next year!

Raffle Tickets
50/50
Chapter Pride

- Ken Kintner
- Sherrie Griewahn
- Annette Naugle

Yes it’s true…
I have two Jackets...

Randa, reading letter to Chapter W
from Brad & Connie Garner
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See - when Ed wrecked his bike, he was
wearing Vicki’s jacket… Oops…
So it got cut off of him by the fire dept…
Then he bought himself a new one before he
realized he had destroyed Vicki’s… Oops...
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Upcoming Rides and Events:
NATIONAL EVENTS
June 30th-July 3rd, 2010

WING DING 32 - Des Moines, Iowa

REGION D EVENTS
2010

DATE TBA

REGION D RALLY - Celina, Ohio

MORE INFO visit http://www.gwrra-regiond.org/
MICHIGAN DISTRICT EVENTS
2010

DATE TBA

MICHIGAN DISTRICT RALLY - West Branch, MI

CHAPTER W & Area Events
Wednesday Night Dinner Rides (see calendar)
October 17th
October 24th
November 8th
April 21st 2010
May 2nd 2010

Ride TBA
Ride TBA & CPR class at “Little Brown Jug” (info - contact Fred)
Gathering - Bring non perishable food & decorations ladies will decorate Christmas trees for nursing home.
Men Ride to Tennessee
Chapter W Breakfast

(For more information on region & district events go to the events page on the Michigan District Website.)

FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE
Visit Chapter W
Monthly gatherings: Held the 2nd Sunday of every month
at 9:00 a.m. at the VFW Hall located at
726 N. Main Street in Adrian.
CHAPTER W WEBSITE:
October 2009

www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/w
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