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Ken & Patti Kintner
The Michigan District has put out their 2013
1st Quarter Newsletter. There is some great
reading from all the District Staff members as
well as any chapters who submitted an article. Don’t miss our District
Rider Educator - Bruce Thayer’s article comparing many different motorcycle groups & how training and rider education puts GWRRA at
the TOP! We are including his article in this newsletter for those who
don’t have internet but the entire newsletter is found at:
http://www.gwrra-mi.org/2013DistrictNewsletters/20131stQtrDistrictNewsletter.pdf Farmer & Terri Rodgers article included
something that was funny to me anyway… Talked about having PMS
and yes I (Ken) have it. Just not the PMS everyone thinks of…
Parked Motorcycle Syndrome!
Waldo is still waiting for Chapter W
to pick him up… If any of you get out on
the road in your winter travels – he can
be gotten at the Chapter D Gathering
which is on the 1st Saturday of each
month so the next time would be February 2nd. Chapter D’s Gathering is in
Comstock Twp. - on the east side of
Kalamazoo.
At our January Gathering we had
Waldo was last seen with
many members help out the Lenawee
Chapter D’s - CD Dave Wing
at the DRJR2 ride.
Humane Society with items for the animals. We had mixed feelings at our
gathering - happy to collect all the donations & sad about the unexpected passing of Kent & Annette Naugle’s son. The members made
donations of supplies & cash donations in Jeffery’s name.
Wingless Weekend registration deadline is coming up soon
so unless they extend it or something – better get yours in
NOW! The Spring Officer Meeting will be on Saturday at Wingless, that way the District will not have the expense of a separate facility. The theme for Wingless is Gilligan’s Island! The
registration is online – so get yours in before it’s too late! We
hope to have a great time with as many of you who can make
it!
As we get closer to the time where we all sit down and plan out
our 2013 ride schedule. Let’s all start thinking about new ideas or
suggestions to pass along to our Ride Coordinator Cal DeLine. When
we decide to hold our ride schedule meeting – we will let you all
know!
Hoping for a great 2013, Ken & Patti
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Fun Fairy
Report
HEY CHAPTER W
Fun Fairy here. If you weren’t at the last gathering you missed some
conversation on possibly changing our monthly gathering time. Possibly
the same 2nd Sunday of the month but the time would be 1pm.
We have some new members & prospective members that might want
to join us but attend Sunday Services. Let us know what you think! We
are here to serve YOU the MEMBERS! We are looking into it and will
let you know as soon as we know.
Wingless Weekend will be here and we need YOU CHAPTER W
members to come. Your District team has put together a great weekend.
Come to Gilligan’s Island! Get out of the house! It will cure your
Cabin Fever. This could be the last Wingless Weekend if attendance
doesn't improve. People talk about past years when the hotel wouldn’t
even hold everyone. Guess we weren’t around then but we would love
to see that! So come on up to Lansing and have a great time with us! If
you the members don’t support Wingless Weekend – this could be the
last big hurrah!
The Secret Word Is participation. (If you found the Secret Word - tell
me so I know you read this article)
I am also submitting our Chapter for Chapter of the Year and in the
chance that W could be chosen - it will be announced at Wingless, you
never know - there might be a chance? It sure would be great to have
you all present! For next year there are some new activity points.
To get these points - we NEED YOU to participate in GWRRA. Wing
Ding, Region, District & Chapter. Participation! That is where the points
are. So come Ride and have FUN with us in 2013.
Be proud of YOUR Chapter (We are!) and always Have FUN. (We do!)
Fun Fairy, Patti

Our newsletter is supported by 50/50 sales held at the Chapter Gatherings. Showing up at he monthly gathering or meeting and buying a 50/50 ticket is all it takes
to cover the cost of your newsletter. It would be GREAT to see all of you there
more often. Also, color printing costs the chapter much more than B&W. So the
mailed newsletters are now printed in Black & White. If you have internet access
and signup for emailed newsletters—you not only save the chapter postage, but
the printing costs as well! When you view the newsletter online, it is in FULL
COLOR and you can print it in color if you choose. Contact Ken Kintner to be added
to the email list. You will get an email each month when the newsletter is ready!
Also if you know of anyone who would like to receive our newsletter by mail or
email. Please contact Ken at 902-9893 or Email: ken@vplenawee.com
We openly welcome new members!
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Craig & Tanya White
January 2013
We are including an article from our District Educator’s Bruce & Melissa Thayer.
An interesting comparison of motorcycling groups.
Respectively submitted by Craig White
Rider Educator

“World Class Education”?
Welcome to the New Year! We hope everyone had a happy,
healthy and safe holiday season. The New Year brings a whole new
opportunity to do things differently. Or perhaps you have decided
to stretch yourself and try something new, or even renew some of
the things you have done right in the past. Have you already made
your New Year’s resolutions? If you have, you can still add one or
two more. And if you haven’t, it is not too late! One of the most
important things that sets GWRRA apart from other motorcycle
‘clubs’ and organizations is our Rider Education Program. Our mission is “To Save Lives Through Quality, World Class Education”.
That phrase, world class education, got me to thinking. Does
GWRRA really have the best Rider Education offered in any motorcyclist organization? Our own personal experience is limited to
GWRRA and the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA), the only
Bruce & Mellisa Thayer
other motorcycling group Melissa and I have been affiliated with.
Michigan District Educators
Our purpose in joining the AMA was to support their governmental
activities that endeavor to protect the rights of all motorcyclists.
When we belonged to the AMA we were not aware of any educational activities available.
So, due to our lack of personal experience with other organizations, we decided to do a little bit of research to see which motorcycling groups offered any kind of Rider Education, world class or otherwise.
With a bit of help from Google and Wikipedia and the world-wide web, we searched on-line and found
some info on several of the largest, best-known motorcycle groups. Here is what we found:
AMA – American Motorcyclist Association – With over 220,000 members, this is probably the largest
group of motorcyclists, open to all, working in political circles on behalf of the motorcycling community,
among other activities which include the sanctioning of motorcycle racing. The AMA does not have local
chapters or clubs like other motorcycle groups. And as noted earlier, we are not aware of any training
available to its members.
MSF – Motorcycle Safety Foundation – The MSF is a not-for-profit organization that is sponsored by 11
major motorcycle manufacturers including Harley Davidson and Honda. Most of you know of this organization, whose principal focus is on rider training courses to meet licensing requirements of many states.
MSF courses are open to all motorcyclists for a reasonable fee. They are the principal state-endorsed
rider training organization in the United States, responsible for Rider Course curricula and training,
among other things. It is not a membership type group, but they pretty much set the standard in the
United States for motorcycle rider course training, offering classes for beginning riders and experienced
riders alike. (The GWRRA Rider Course offerings are similar in style and content to this benchmark training organization.)
continued…
January 2013
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“World Class Education”?
continued
CMA – Christian Motorcyclists Association – An evangelical motorcycle ministry group that
works to spread the Gospel through its local chapters, this group has approximately 125,000
members. There are local chapters throughout the country and more than 30 chapters active in
Michigan alone. The CMA appears to be a non-denominational religious and social organization,
though it promotes the Christian faith. There is no reference to Rider Education on their national
website.
H.O.G. – Harley Owners Group – Okay, who doesn’t know this group? Did you know it is only for Harley
owners, their friends and family? They are definitely affiliated with Harley-Davidson which operates the
club. HOG promotes the H-D brand and lifestyle. And Harley-Davidson also operates the Rider’s Edge
motorcycle training program. Rider’s Edge is not part of H.O.G. In other words, H.O.G. does not have a
Rider Education program. It is a social organization with an emphasis on riding activities, and counts
some 1 million members worldwide. But just to cover the details, the Rider’s Edge training program offers classes for beginning riders and experienced riders available only through Harley-Davidson dealerships. The rider course training is similar to MSF classes, only longer (more hours) and much more expensive (upwards of $250 per student).
BMWMOA – BMW Motorcycle Owners of America– Another brand-specific organization, this one promotes
camaraderie and friendship. There is a BMW Performance Center that members can arrange training
through at a 15% discount, but the classes range in price from $595 to $1995. These classes appear to
be in cooperation with professional rider training courses such as Total Control and Keith Code’s riding
skills training. Like GWRRA, the BMWMOA is not owned or operated by the motorcycle company. They
claim to have about 40,000 members around the world.
GWTA – Gold Wing Touring Association – This group is a spin-off from GWRRA and was formed in 1987.
It has virtually cloned the GWRRA Rider Education Program, including having a very similar Levels Program and Rider Ed seminars.
Hells Angels – Yes, they still exist, with over 100 chapters worldwide. Did they ever do anything constructive for our society? Can anyone without a loud Harley-Davidson motorcycle and a handful of tattoos join? With such a high threshold to membership, maybe they don’t need motorcycle training. Perhaps we should leave this group alone.
This is certainly not a complete listing of all the available motorcycle groups one could join, given the
proper bike or relationship, but these are some of the larger and better-known organizations. Anyway,
you get the idea. There are several sources for motorcycle rider training. But other than GWTA, which
apparently copied the GWRRA program, none offer much else. And aside from MSF’s training, their rider
courses are much more expensive than GWRRA Rider Courses. There are many motorcycling groups
based on: a particular brand (like Honda); a particular marquee (model of bike, such as the Gold Wing);
a style of riding (example: dual sport); a common set of beliefs (Christianity, for instance); or some
other common thread or purpose. Of the entire spectrum of motorcycling organizations of all types, only
the Gold Wing Road Riders Association, to our recently gained knowledge, places a significant emphasis
on training motorcyclists – both riders and co-riders – as well as residents of their communities.
Collectively the GWRRA Rider Education Program encompasses a lot of ways to train, inform, advise and
prepare our members to be better and safer riders and co-riders. We offer on-bike Rider Courses for motorcycles, trikes and sidecars. We offer seminars delivered in person and by recorded videos. Our Chapter Educators give regular talks to their members about riding safely, and they write articles (or submit
something they read and wanted to share) for their chapter newsletters. Educators at the District, Region and International level also contribute articles for our membership. From the chapter level newsletters on up to our monthly Wing World magazine, GWRRA promotes, encourages and publishes articles on
riding tips and strategies. These are all mechanisms for sharing the best ideas and techniques related to
riding and safety on the road.
continued...
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“World Class Education”?
continued
The Motorist Awareness Program (MAP) is another side of GWRRA’s Rider Education offerings. The focus
of MAP is to heighten awareness of all motorists in our communities through seminars, radio spots, and
local newspaper articles. People that don’t ride motorcycles need to be reminded that cars and trucks are
not the only vehicles they need to look for when they are driving. Reminding our friends and neighbors
to be aware that they share the roads with motorcycles, and the importance of consciously looking for
motorcycles while driving, is key to making the roads safer for everyone. Nobody wants to be responsible for an accident, let alone an accident with a motorcyclist.
There is another important aspect to GWRRA’s Rider Education Program. We refer, of course, to the Levels Program. The beauty of the Levels Program is that it encourages and provides incentive to members
to start up the ladder in the Rider Education Program. The first step, or Level, is the easy one that anyone can make without too much thought. The member is simply asked if s/he will make the commitment
to ride safely (rider and co-rider alike). With that, they are a Level I (one) Safe Rider (or Co-Rider). We
have never encountered anyone who would not commit to ride safely. This level does not require any
training. It does not require any renewal. It is a very easy step to take from any perspective. The training and preparedness steps beyond Level I allow participants to move up in the Levels Program. Most
people recognize the benefits of the training, and the higher levels let everyone know you are serious
about safe riding.
That is the beauty of the Levels Program. Especially with people who are competitive or like to climb to
the pinnacle and be the best at whatever they do. Whether they see it as a race to the top, or think of it
as a sign of their ability or competence, or view it as a prestigious achievement. Once they take that first
step, they are often hooked. They feel the desire to progress to Level II, then Level III, and ultimately to
Level IV – Master Tour Rider. By having a reward-like program that plays on the human need to excel,
the members are encouraged to enroll in training to help them become better and safer riders and coriders. This includes taking a rider course in a safe environment with trained coaches. It also includes
learning CPR and First Aid (both are required for Level IV), which prepares them to know how to help in
case they encounter an accident while they are out riding, or in any other situation. The Levels Program
portion of the GWRRA Rider Education Program really was very ingeniously designed to motivate and encourage our members to strive to be the best and safest Riders and Co-Riders they can be. And we
would suggest that they are the best in the world because of it!
GWRRA offers Rider Courses, seminars, chapter newsletter and magazine articles, monthly talks
at chapter Gatherings, not to mention parking lot practices. Can you think of a more complete
way to approach rider education than this? We can’t. This sounds to us like a full spectrum
“World Class Education” program for motorcyclists! So if it is not already one of your resolutions this
year, perhaps you should consider adding several of these activities to your list of things to accomplish
in 2013. If you are not already enrolled in the Levels Program, talk to your chapter educator or contact
us, your Michigan District Educators. Or talk to anyone who is active in a GWRRA chapter. They can steer
you in the right direction. Remember, you are never too old to learn or to be reminded of good riding
practices. We hope you have a GREAT year in 2013!
Ride Smart, Be Safe!
Bruce & Melissa
1800mi.ridered@gmail.com
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January Gathering - UAW Hall in Adrian

January 13th 2013

Dave Seeburger won Chapter pride.
Sorry Dave - no Queen of hearts!
But he got 3 chances by wearing his
Chapter Shirt & Vest!

Dave also has 100 chances to win $10,000!

Tennessee Men’s Ride
April 24-27 - 4 nights
Ken won the 50/50 at
W so he will sell you
some tickets next
month!

Pigeon Forge Inn & Suites
2826 Parkway
Pigeon Forge, TN 37863
1-865-453-9151

Scott & Sherrie
Griewahn our 2013
Couple of
The Year
Received their
medallions &
certificate!

Total Cost $192.84
January 2013
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Dinner
Rides

December 12th at Oriental Sizzling

Sunny Side Café (Right)
Beckey’s Kountry Kitchen
(Bottom)
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Upcoming Rides and Events:
JULY 3-6

Sept. 20-21

Region D Rally - Celina, Ohio

August 1-3

Michigan District Rally - Midland, Michigan

CHAPTER W & Area Events
Wednesday Night Dinner Rides (see calendar)

2/10

Chapter W Gathering—UAW HALL

2/16

Bowling at 10 Pin Alley

3/1-2

Wingless Weekend - REGISTER NOW!

- 6pm

(For more information on region & district events go to the events page on the Michigan District Website.)

www.gwrra-mi.org
FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE
Visit Chapter W

Monthly gatherings: Held the 2nd Sunday of every month
at 9:00 a.m. We meet at the UAW Hall,
1360 Beecher, Adrian, MI 49221.
CHAPTER W WEBSITE:
January 2013

www.gwrra-mi.org/chapter/w
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Chapter Educators
Craig & Tanya White
(517) 263-3510

Chapter Directors
Ken & Patti Kintner
(517) 902-9893

16th at 6pm
Bowling at 10 Pin Alley

15th & 16th
Indiana District
Winter Rendezvous

10th
Chapter W Gathering
UAW Hall

February Events

GWRRA
Michigan
Chapter W

Dave & Be v
Se eburge r

24

17

GATHERING

10

3

25

Dave Seeburger

26

19

12

5

Alpha Kone y Island

Bev Seeburger

27

Bull Pen – Britton

Nancy Griewahn
Irene Chambers

20

Big Boy—Te cumseh

13

Kathy Sell
Applebees

6

28

21

14

7

WINGLESS
WEEKEND
Gilligan’s
Island!

CALL reservation to 423-8369 before 5:00pm
2/6 - Applebees - 1396 S. Main St. - Adrian
2/13 - Big Boy - 2701 E. Monroe Rd. - Tecumseh
2/20 - Bull Pen Sports Pub - 114 E. Chicago Blvd. - Britton
2/27 - Alpha Koney Island - 422 N. Main St. - Adrian

Meet at restaurant 6:00 pm (now till May)

23

16

9

2

WINGLESS
WEEKEND
Gilligan’s
Island!

MARCH 1-2

22

15

8

DINNER RIDES Selected by: Ed Philo

Judy Becker

18

11

4

1

S M T W T F S

2/10
Dave & Bev Seeburger

February
Anniversaries

2/6—Kathy Sell
2/18 Judy Becker
2/20—Nancy Griewahn
2/20—Irene Chambers
2/26—Dave Seeburger
2/27—Bev Seeburger

February
Birthdays

Maple
City
Wings

G.W.R.R.A. of Michigan, Chapter W
Ken & Patti Kintner
820 Toledo Street
Adrian, MI 49221
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