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Ken & Patti Kintner

Great Year of Fun with Chapter W!
We had a great year in 2013. After all, we were the
2012 Chapter of the year in Michigan! That all happened
because of you the members who participated and had
FUN! As the year winds down and we look forward to 2014, it’s a nice time to take a
break and reflect on all the fun we had with our GWRRA extended family in 2013.
New Year Resolution! - we plan to hold monthly staff meetings at our house on the
Friday before the Gathering every month starting in February! Any of you who have went
thru leadership training with GWRRA know that the monthly chapter gathering is a time to
have FUN with all your fellow members and at the same time, show visitors & guests
(members or not) how much FUN we have. It is NOT a time to talk about chapter business or do event planning. All members are welcome to take part in the (not so fun) part
of GWRRA such as finances, event planning & problem solving. After all if there is a
problem we (the leadership team) 1st need to know about it and 2nd YOU may have the
solution or an idea that may help solve the problem or eliminate it all together. This all
happens at staff meetings outside of all other events on the calendar. So, if you are a
member, your help is wanted and appreciated. We want to focus
on growing the chapter, keeping the great members we already
have and any new or old ideas of ways to have FUN! You are all
welcome to attend!
I have an idea! Chapter W needs to sell District Raffle Tickets. We need to do it for these three reasons. #1 The terminally
ill children that are helped by Michigan Rainbow Connection
count on it. #2 Our chapter needs to cover operating expenses
and we have chosen to help local groups like Lenawee Therapeutic Riders & Ride For Hope. #3. Our Michigan District needs
to cover it’s operating expenses. Since the main thing we all
have in common is the love of riding motorcycles, riding is what I
for one want to do more of… The amount of time in our riding
season is limited. My idea is to get those tickets sold BEFORE
the riding season begins. This is where I need your help!
Please, Please get some tickets from Kent Naugle and “Get R Done” so when the weather
breaks we can all do what we like to do... RIDE! Not stand in front of a store selling tickets on a nice day!
Your participation is optional but is necessary and appreciated.
Have a HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Ken & Patti Kintner

Chapter Ticket Sales
Kent & Annette Naugle
(517) 423-7884
Fun Fairy
Patti Kintner
(517) 902-6222
Public Relations
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Tanya White
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Scott & Sherrie Griewahn
(517) 263-6008
Ride Coordinator
Cal DeLine
(517) 263-1550

Road Captains:

I hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and is planning a safe and Happy
New Year. Our Christmas Party was great as usual. All of you who missed it
missed out on opening a present with hot pad mittens on. Very interesting.

Cal & Beth DeLine
(517) 263-1550
Scott & Sherri Griewahn
(517) 263-6008

Ken and Patti, Craig and I are looking forward to the leadership training class in
January. It seems a little late to take a class so we can talk in front of people,
but better late then not at all. LOL! Anyway, with that said, Ken will be doing
the leadership training for the District Staff position and I am looking forward
to taking on a little more of the leadership of Chapter W when he decides
things are just to much and he needs my help. I think being the Chapter Director will be an interesting position to fill. Ken and Patti have done a great job for
the past 4 years and we thank them for that. But part of being a good leader is
knowing when to let someone else do the job, and as we all know, there is
something in this group for all to do and all do the job well if allowed to do it.

Ken & Patti Kintner
(517) 902-9893
Ron & Marlene McKimmy
(517) 263-0384
Kent & Annette Naugle
(517) 423-7884
Dick & Karen Papworth
(517) 451-8435
Fred & Randa Probst
(517) 424-8241
Ed & Vicki Philo
(517) 423-8369
Dave & Bev Seeburger
(517) 436-3391
Craig & Tanya White
(517) 263-3510

2013 Couple of the Year
Scott & Sherrie Griewahn

For Christmas, I received a CB radio for my Silverwing so I will be able to hear
what is going on with the group when I ride with you. I will also be able to
talk, which I know you all cannot believe that I do, but I am looking forward to
riding with the group and with Craig this year. It is hard to believe that we only
have a couple of months to go before we can get the bikes back out and start
riding again. Until then, be safe and enjoy those 4 wheel vehicles for a change.
Be Safe and Have Fun.
Tanya White, ACD
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FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE
Visit Chapter W

Monthly gatherings: Held the 2nd Sunday of every month
at 1:00pm We meet at the UAW Hall,
1360 Beecher, Adrian, MI 49221.
CHAPTER W WEBSITE:
December 2013
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Craig & Tanya White

The Invisible Man
by Jackie Vaughan
The sun was balancing gently on the horizon as I packed up my gear after a long day of amusing the fish with my
clumsy efforts. I was stowing the tackle box in the back of the truck when the sun abruptly winked out behind a large
bank of very dark clouds.
The sun lost its battle with the clouds and sank below the horizon, leaving the heavily tree-lined road in a darkness that
blended into the blacktop. Storm winds set the tops of the pine trees swaying, bringing down flurries of slippery pine
needles and occasional pine cones. The first drops of rain were huge, splatting on the windshield and causing the pine
needles to stick to it. The wipers only smeared them. All I could do was turn the wipers on high and hope the rain would
wash the needles off.
Obligingly, the rain became a full-force pressure wash. The needles disappeared, but so did everything else. I crept
along, the headlights’ beam absorbed by the darkness. A sudden movement caused by a falling branch reminded me
there might well be deer, rabbits, or other animals on the side of the road, ready to cross without warning. I leaned as
close to the windshield as I could get, eyes straining to see ahead and to the sides at the same time. I knew it wasn’t safe
to stop because there was no place to pull over.
I thought I saw the red eye glow of an animal. Looking ahead, I saw it flickering between the swipes of the wipers. I
immediately hit the brakes, glad for the anti-lock option I’d chosen. I juddered to a halt about ten feet from the animal,
which hadn’t moved. I turned off my lights briefly so it would move on, but it remained.
I finally crept closer. As my headlights cut through the watery darkness, I saw it wasn’t an animal, but a black motorcycle stopped in the middle of the road. The rider was making futile swipes at his face shield, succeeding only in creating
greater smears. His black leather jacket and pants were no match for the rain, and he was soaked from the top of his
black helmet to the soles of his black boots. He finally pushed the face shield up, started the bike, and continued his miserable trek.
In a very short moment, he became the Invisible Man. Although the weather and the terrain helped to hide him, he had
become invisible long before he ever slung a leg over his bike. He had done it by unknowing choice, by following tradition.
When he bought his motorcycle, he took that first sometimes fatal step. He chose the most popular color for a bike—
black. Black is the traditional color for everything motorcycle that’s not chrome. Black helmet, jacket, pants, boots,
gloves, all to match the black motorcycle. Black can also be the color of death and mourning.
Black, far from being the friendly identifying color of the motorcycle community, is a rider’s major enemy. The majority
of the time, especially when contrast is poor, such as dawn, dusk, dappled shade, or darkness, black disappears into the
environment. Dress a rider in black from head to toe, put him on a black bike, especially one with a small, low taillight,
and he’s the Invisible Man. He cannot be seen until the very last moment, and that’s sometimes too late.
The typical car driver is not motorcycle-aware, and a bike suddenly appearing seemingly out of nowhere may slow the
driver’s reaction time or cause him to make the wrong decision. When there’s an collision of this type, is it the driver’s
fault, or the rider’s? Both were culpable, but it is the rider who must bear more of the blame. He made himself nearly
impossible to see, and it worked. He chose to be the Invisible Man.
Could he have become the Visible Man instead and avoided the price he paid? Yes, and all it would have taken was
the right choices beginning when he bought his motorcycle.
His biggest mistake was to follow motorcycle tradition in making everything about him and his bike, except for the
fancy bits of chrome, black. He should have heeded the old saw, “Bright is right.” A light- or bright-colored motorcycle
should have been the first item on his list.

Continued...
December 2013
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Craig & Tanya White

The Invisible Man
Continued...
His next choice should have been a full-face white helmet with highly-reflective material all around it. No color matches
or fancy graphics, just plain white. The first thing a motorist sees, or fails to see, is the rider’s helmet, because it’s the
highest part visible. Next seen is the upper body, then the lower body and the motorcycle. By that time, the driver is too
close for comfort.
While the bike and rider don’t have to look like a circus wagon, bright clothing and reflective material, especially on
the upper body, are a must. A rider wanting the black leather look can wear a reflective orange vest while on the bike and
tuck it into a saddlebag or tank bag when he arrives.
Adding extra lights on the back and sides of the bike creates greater visibility, too. Seeing a black-dressed rider on a
black bike from the side is almost impossible.
There’s virtually no contrast. Add a few lights and the riders’ bright clothing, and the bike suddenly appears.
Our miserable Invisible Man? He made it home that night because I followed at a safe distance behind him until he
pulled into his driveway. He might not be so lucky next time.
Copyright © 2005-2007 by Jackie Vaughan.
This article may be used if I’m given credit and a copy of the publication.

Submitted by Craig White, Chapter W Educator

Need Chapter Shirts—Call Vicki Philo
423-8369

Men’s Tennessee Ride
Reservation Info:
Pigeon Forge Inn & Suites
28926 Parkway
Pigeon Forge, TN 37863

April 30th, May 1st, 2nd, & 34rd 2014

1-866-708-8610 Ask for Bob or Mark

Mention - Don Stoddard for room rate - Total for 4 Nights $192.84
December 2013
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Fun Fairy
Report
Fun Fairy Here!
I’m looking for a volunteer to host a FUN NIGHT at their home
on January 29th! Or sometime in February or March? If you
would like to do this or would like more information Please give me a call 902-6222!
Remember—Wingless Weekend is coming up on February
28th - March 1st! The theme is “Long Term Care” so get
ready for some FUN wheel chair races, FUN skits & more.
Centerpieces will be made and judged for the Saturday night
dinner tables. A fabulous prize will be given to the winning entry. The centerpiece must include a bedpan.

Having FUN with Chapter W
The Fun Fairy
Patti Kintner

Poor Waldo
The Chapter W
Wolverine!
Gone Again!
Chapter E - NEXT GATHERING
January 16th

Elks Pontiac-Waterford

2100 Scott Lake Rd
Waterford, MI
Social time at 6:30 PM and gathering at
7:00 PM.
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CHAPTERS IN OUR SOUTHEAST SECTION
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November 13th Lotus Palace

Yes, I ate my
fortune cookie!
Fortune and all!
Just Kidding...

December 8, 2013
Hopefully we helped some local children have a good Christmas this year with the Toys from our Toy Run! Jim Pibbles,
a Marine with Toys For Tots was present at the December gathering to collect the toys which stay right here in Lenawee
County.
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Ed got the District raffle tickets
Fred won Chapter Pride! - (no Queen of Hearts)
Don Stoddard will be selling 50/50 next month
And the Oogly goes to Patti Kintner!
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Announcing our 2014 Chapter W Couple of the Year! Bob & Marcia Kinsey!
Bob & Marcia Kinsey were the Chapter W Couple
of the Year back in 1993 and are now for the 2nd
time the 2014 Chapter W Couple of the Year!
Marcia and Bob went thru the Officer Certification
Program last year and Marcia is currently our Chapter W Membership Enhancement Coordinator. They
are very active in the chapter and are always among
the first to step up and give a hand whether at the
Toy Run, helping plan a Chapter Campout or leading monthly dinner rides. They are an asset to our
extended family of Chapter W.
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Now Waldo is still gone - Patti Misses him - He can be found at Chapter E!

Poor Waldo
The Chapter W
Wolverine!
Gone Again!
Chapter E - NEXT GATHERING
January 16th

Elks Pontiac-Waterford

2100 Scott Lake Rd
Waterford, MI
Social time at 6:30 PM and gathering at
7:00 PM.
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Assistant Chapter Director
Tanya White
(517) 263-3510

Chapter Directors
Ken & Patti Kintner
(517) 902-9893

1/25 Fun Night TBA

1/12 January Gathering

1/11
District Leadership Training
Bay City, MI

1/1 Happy New Year!
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January
January
January
January

8th - WOW Café - Arrington Ice Arena - 110 S. Madison St. - Adrian
15th - Applebee’s - 1396 S. Main St. - Adrian
22nd - Maria’s Sunnyside Cafe - 2495 E. Maumee St. - Adrian
29th - Oriental Sizzling - 1426 W. Chicago Blvd. - Tecumseh

Meet us at the Restaurant 6pm now till May!

CALL RESERVATION TO: 902-9893 By 5:00pm
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FUN NIGHT?
VOLUNTEER
WE WILL
PHONE TREE
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DINNER RIDES Selected by: Ken & Patti Kintner

GATHERING

12
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FUN NIGHT?
VOLUNTEER
WE WILL
PHONE TREE

1/10—Fred & Randa Probst

January
Anniversaries

1/02—Edna Wetherell
1/16—”Chub” Griewahn
1/17—Kevin Irwin
1/19—Dan Bailey
1/23—Larry Wittkopf

January
Birthdays

Maple City
Wings

G.W.R.R.A. of Michigan, Chapter W
Ken & Patti Kintner
820 Toledo Street
Adrian, MI 49221
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